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Methodology | Montana 2023

Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public
can monitor the actions and the voting behavior of Montana’s elected state
lawmakers on economic growth issues.

The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an
Economic Growth Score on a scale of O to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:
* Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

e Limited government through limited spending and budget reform
* Regulatory reform and deregulation

* Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform This scorecard is based on selected

* Expanding school choice votes of importance to the Foundation,
* Implementing term limits and does not include the complete
voting record of any legislator. There
are inherent limitations in judging the
overall qualifications of any legislator
based on a selected voting record, and
the Foundation does not endorse or

Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session.

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.

oppose any legislator for public office.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS
CONSIDERED IN
MONTANA IN 2023

The Foundation’s study examined over 5,300
floor votes and, in the end, included 19 Montana
House votes and 19 Montana Senate votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of O to 100.
Each vote or action in the rating is assigned
a certain number of points depending on its
relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a
correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with
that number. If a lawmaker casts an incorrect
vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with
a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted -
signified as an “X” on the scorecard - though
the Foundation reserves the right to do so if,
in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was
otherwise discernible. If a lawmaker was not
officially sworn into office at the time of a vote,
the scorecard will denote that vote with an “I”.
To provide some additional guidance
concerning the scores, each lawmaker was
ranked. Aside from ties, lawmakers with 0%
scores are, by default, ranked #100 in the

House and #50 in the Senate if all awmakers
are present. Scores and ranks cannot be
directly compared between the House and
Senate, as different votes were taken in each
chamber. If applicable, the study also records
a “Lifetime Score” for each lawmaker. This
is a simple average of the scores from 2023
and all previous years where the lawmaker

earned a score.

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present
for enough votes for a meaningful score or
ranking to be computed. In such cases “n.a.”
for “not applicable” appears. In computing
lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead
of a score are not included. Comparing such
scores to other members without “n.a.” years
may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the
Montana House and Montana Senate and
legislative actions is just that. It cannot
account for alawmaker’s work in committee,
advocacy in his party’s caucus meetings, and
effectiveness as a leader in advocating pro-
growth policies.
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“Through the release of this
series, the Club for Growth
Foundation is looking at how
state legislatures perform in
terms of pro-growth policies.
We believe that this scorecard
will help inform citizens

and entrepreneurs about

who supports the policies
that are good for economic

prosperity.”

- DAVID McINTOSH

PRESIDENT, CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION

METHODOLOGY
2023 MONTANA
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0000 0000 b ¢ HIGHEST-RATED REPUBLICANS
Senator Steve Hinebauch (SD-18) | 100%
Montana Senator Theresa Manzella (SD-44) | 100%
v ; MONTANA
Senate o SENATE
SNAPSHOT
LOWEST-RATED REPUBLICAN
. Senator Wendy McKamey (SD-12) | 46%
34 Republicans v v
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ HIGHEST-RATED DEMOCRAT
O Vacancies ‘ Senator Shane Morigeau (SD-48) | 23%

Average Republican Score: 74%
(Down from 85% in 2021)

LOWEST-RATED DEMOCRAT
Senator Edie McClafferty (SD-38) | 12%
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Montana 2023 | Senate Scorecard

:: T 2| = g5 . 81888
PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y
POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3
Bartel, Dan SD-15 R 92% 91% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3 3
Beard, Becky SD-40 R 86% 91% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3 5
Bogner, Kenneth SD-19 R 85% 88% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6 MONTANA
Boldman, Ellie SD-45 D 18% 13% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 3 40 SENATE
Brown, Bob SD-07 R 85% 88% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6 VOTES
Cuffe, Mike SD-01 R 66% 76% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 X X - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 24
Curdy, Willis SD-49 D 20% 14% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - 5 - - - - 36
Dunwell, Mary SD-42 D 18% 12% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 3 40
Ellis, Janet SD-41 D 18% 1% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 3 40
Ellsworth, Jason SD-43 R 68% 82% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 23
Emrich, Daniel SD-11 R 92% 92% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3 3
Esp, John SD-30 R 77% 82% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 18
Fitzpatrick, Steve SD-10 R 66% 78% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 24
Flowers, Pat SD-32 D 20% 14% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - 5 - - - - 36
Fox, Mike SD-16 D 20% 16% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - 5 - - - - 36
Friedel, Chris SD-26 R 74% 77% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 20
Fuller, John SD-04 R 85% 88% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6
Gillespie, Bruce SD-09 R 66% 73% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 24
Glimm, Carl SD-02 R 85% 90% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6
Gross, Jen SD-25 D 20% 14% 8 - - - - - - X X X - - X - - - - - 36
Hayman, Denise SD-33 D 16% 13% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - X - - - - 44
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Montana 2023 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

District | Party

HB228
HB241

HB496
HB569
HB649
HB971

SB228

PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 4 5 5 2 5 8 3

Hertz, Greg SD-06 R 79% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 17

Hinebauch, Steve SD-18 R 100% 96% 8 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3 1

Kelker, Katherin SD-24 D 16% 10% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - X - - - - 44 MONTANA
Lang, Mike SD-17 R 71% 79% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 - 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 22 SENATE
Lenz, Dennis SD-27 R 85% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6 VOTES
Lynch, Ryan SD-37 D 15% 18% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - 46

Mandeville, Forrest SD-29 R 85% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6

Manzella, Theresa SD-44 R 100% 98% 8 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8 3 1

McClafferty, Edie SD-38 D 12% 8% - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - 5 - - - - 50

McGillvray, Tom SD-23 R 85% 90% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6

McKamey, Wendy SD-12 R 46% 58% - 3 - 5 4 5 - 6 - - 6 - - 5 5 2 5 - - 34

Molnar, Bradley SD-28 R 55% 64% 8 3 5 5 - 5 5 - - 6 - - - 5 - 2 - 8 3 28

Morigeau, Shane SD-48 D 23% 14% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - 5 - - - 3 35

Noland, Mark SD-05 R 85% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6

O’'Brien, Shannon SD-46 D 18% 9% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 3 40

Olsen, Andrea SD-50 D 15% 10% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - 46

Pope, Christopher SD-31 D 15% 8% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - - 46

Regier, Keith SD-03 R 85% 88% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8 3 6

Sales, Walt SD-35 R 48% 62% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 - - - - - 5 5 2 5 - 3 30

Salomon, Daniel SD-47 R 48% 63% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 - - - - - 5 5 2 5 - 3 30

Small, Jason SD-21 R 48% 56% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - - - 6 - - 5 5 2 5 - 3 30

Tempel, Russel SD-14 R 47% 61% - 3 - 5 4 5 - - - - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - 3 33
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Montana 2023 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

District | Party | Score chlger-e ﬁ g E % 5 g
T 2| = :: |8

PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y | Y|Y |Y |Y N Y | Y N N Y Y | Y|Y |Y |Y
POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 5 5 2 5 8
Trebas, Jeremy SD-13 R 85% 90% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 8
Usher, Barry SD-20 R 84% 86% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 - 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 8
Vance, Shelley SD-34 R 77% 77% - 3 5 5 4 5 5 6 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 - MONTANA
Vermeire, Terry SD-39 R 62% 62% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 6 8 - 6 - - 5 5 2 5 - SENATE
Webber, Susan SD-08 D 15% 10% 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - VOTES
Welborn, Jeffrey SD-36 R 55% 64% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - - - 6 - 7 5 5 2 5 -
Zolnikov, Daniel SD-22 R 73% 73% - 4 5 6 8 - - 4 - 8
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Montana 2023 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 2
MISSED OPPORTUNITY BUDGET
AGREEMENT

(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill allocates spending for the annual
budget. Specifically, the legislation appropriates
$14.3 billion in total spending for the FY2024-
25 fiscal biennium, a 12.6 percent increase over
the previous biennial budget. Furthermore, the
package includes $300 million in increased
Medicaid reimbursement payments, a 50
percent increase in Department of Commerce
spending, over $100 million in new government
housing welfare, and locks in a new health
insurance subsidy for teachers. While the
budget includes nearly $1 billion in tax relief
for hardworking Montanans, lawmakers should
not impose additional burdens on hardworking
taxpayers and employers with ever-increasing
spending baselines for government programs.
The Montana House passed the bill, 88-8, on
May 2, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
32-18, on April 27, 2023.

HB 170

REPEALING ONEROUS STATE ENERGY
POLICY

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill repeals the state’s existing energy
policy. Specifically, the legislation eliminates
a 30-year-old directive pushing for costly
carbon capture efforts, focusing on energy
efficiency, and emphasizing central planning
schemes that enact proto-Green New Deal
environmental and social metrics for the state’s
energy development. Lawmakers should focus
on rolling back onerous energy regulations,
ending subsidies to costly and unreliable
green energy boondoggles, and empowering
the market to lower prices for hardworking
families and households. The Montana House
passed the bill, 67-32, on January 23, 2023.
The Montana Senate passed it, 34-16, on March
15, 2023.

HB 192
SIGNIFICANT INCOME TAX REBATE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill directs state surplus dollars to be
returned to taxpayers as an income tax rebate.
Specifically, the legislation authorizes a one-
time rebate to taxpayers equal to $1,250 for
individuals and $2,500 for married couples
filing jointly at a total estimated tax relief of
$480 million for 2023. While it would be a
stronger long-term policy to reduce income tax
rates altogether, providing relief from persistent
inflation through the return of hardworking
families and households’ valuable labor helps
promote growth and expand opportunity.
The Montana House passed the bill, 70-29,
on February 2, 2023. The Montana Senate
passed it, 32-18, on March 1, 2023.
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Montana 2023 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 221
REDUCED CAPITAL GAINS TAX
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill lowers the tax rate on capital gains.
Specifically, the legislation replaces the state’s
30 percent net long-term deduction with two
rates set at 3 percent and 4.1 percent depending
on filing status and capital gains thresholds.
This bill lowers Montana’s capital gains rates
to the fourth lowest in the country, bolstering
investment and economic opportunity. The
Montana House passed the bill, 68-31, on
February 2,2023. The Montana Senate passed
it, 34-16, on February 28, 2023.

HB 228

PROHIBITION ON TAXPAYER-FINANCED
ESG INVESTMENTS

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill prevents the consideration of
nonpecuniary factors for taxpayer-funded
investments, such as state pensions. Specifically,
the legislation requires the board charged with
overseeing such investments to maintain their

fiduciary duty, making investment decisions

to maximize shareholder value as opposed to
prioritizing woke Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) practices. The Montana
House passed the bill, 64-31, on January 31,
2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 33-17,
on March 16, 2023.

HB 241
PREEMPTING GREEN BUILDING
MANDATES (CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill preempts costly green energy mandates
for buildings. Specifically, the legislation
prohibits municipalities and other political
subdivisions of Montana from mandating that
buildings include expensive and unreliable solar
panels, batteries, and wiring-as well as other
green-focused equipment for electric vehicle
infrastructure. Empirical data overwhelmingly
shows that such mandates increase building
costs and maintenance, almost always at the
expense of taxpayers or homeowners. The
Montana House passed the bill, 66-33, on April
28,2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 34-16,
on April 18, 2023.

HB 496
CRONY INCOME TAX CREDIT
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill authorizes a new income tax exemption
for certain preceptors. Specifically, the
legislation creates a new tax carveout for nurses,
doctors, and other medical professionals who
train medical students operating in specific
healthcare training programs. The credit is
equal to $1000 per rotation and an annual
maximum of $5,000. The program is capped
at $780,000 per year. This crony credit
rewards hand-selected medical professionals
with substantial taxpayer-funded rewards
despite such professionals earning well above
the state’s median household income. The
Montana House passed the bill, 54-43, on March
29, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it on
second reading, 27-23, on April 18, 2023. The
bill eventually died in committee.

HB 549
EXPANDING EDUCATION FREEDOM
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill further expands school choice and
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Montana 2023 | Senate Vote Descriptions

authorizes the creation of charter schools in
Montana. Specifically, the legislation grants local
school districts the option to create charters
and if necessary, independent schools. Charter
schools receive the same per-pupil funding as
government K-12 schools. This bill is another
important vehicle that further empowers
Montana parents and provides students with
additional educational options. The creation
of charter schools provides parents with yet
another educational model outside of the
existing government school framework. Montana
House passed the bill, 58-33, on March 31,2023.
The Montana Senate passed it, 27-21, on April
28, 2023.

HB 569
FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE PENSION
ADJUSTMENTS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements necessary fiscal changes to
address Montana’s pension crisis. Specifically,
the legislation amends the percentage of state
employer payroll dedicated to the pensions

of judges, law enforcement, and other peace

officers from set rates to actuarial rates
necessary to pay off the state’s unfunded
liabilities. Additionally, the bill appropriates
$95.6 million to the Highway Patrol, Sheriffs,
and Game Warden and Peace Officers pensions
from the state’s existing surplus to pay down
liabilities and amends retirement eligibility for
new members of the Highway Patrol Officers’
Retirement System and Sheriffs’ Retirement
System by requiring 20 years of service and
being at least 50 years old. Montana currently
faces $2.25 billion in unfunded pension liabilities
that pose a direct threat to the hardworking
families and taxpayers in the state. The Montana
House passed the bill, 69-27, on May 2, 2023.
The Montana Senate passed it, 25-23, on April
28, 2023.

HB 648
EXPANDED CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill further expands a taxpayer-subsidized
childcare program. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $7 million for the Best Beginnings

program, which subsidizes childcare in the state

for low-income families. The bill increases the
eligibility threshold for the program from 100
percent of the federal poverty level to 185 percent
with each eligible family capped at copayments
no higher than 9 percent of the family’s income.
The Department of Public Health and Human
Services pays a rate to a daycare facility based
on the child’s authorized enrollment slot. Instead
of forcing taxpayers to pay for the childcare
costs of other individuals, lawmakers should
advance de-regulatory policies across the
childcare industry to lower costs and expand
competition. The Montana House passed the bill,
65-34, on April 4, 2023. The Montana Senate
passed it, 29-20, on April 28, 2023.

HB 649

MEDICAID PROVIDER RATE INCREASE
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill increases Montana’s reimbursement
payments in the Medicaid welfare program.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates another
$14.3 million for provider rate increases following
the recommendations of a state study. Total

Medicaid spending has more than doubled-
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from $1.1 billion to $2.3 billion-since Montana’s
ill-advised expansion of the program in 2015
and has directly caused hospital and nursing
home closures. Further, enrollment in Medicaid
is more than double initial estimates and nearly
40 percent of program participants are able-
bodied adults soaking up what minimal care
Medicaid provides for the truly needy and
indigent. Instead of further expanding Medicaid,
lawmakers should seek to repeal the expansion
and move as many Montanans off the rolls as
possible. The Montana House passed the bill,
78-21. On April 4, 2023. The Montana Senate
rejected it, 21-29, on May 2, 2023.

HB 652
MODEST UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
REFORM
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements reforms in the state’s
unemployment insurance program. Specifically,
the legislation reduces the number of weeks
individuals may receive benefits from 28 weeks
to a new lowered maximum of 20 weeks. While

additional structural changes for the Ul program

are needed, this weekly benefit reduction
provides relief for taxpayers and helps mitigate
negative payroll tax impacts on small businesses.
Policy reforms that encourage re-employment
lead to a healthier and more productive
workforce while serving as a foundation for
sustainable growth. The Montana House passed
the bill, 65-31, on May 2, 2023. The Montana
Senate passed it, 27-23, on April 27, 2023.

HB 819

MASSIVE GOVERNMENT HOUSING
BOONDOGGLE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill significantly increases housing welfare
programs. Specifically, the legislation enacts
the Montana Community Reinvestment Plan
to provide taxpayer funding to community
reinvestment organizations to assist eligible
households in purchasing deed-restricted
housing. The bill appropriates $50 million in state
funds, which must be matched locally. Eligible
households must earn between 60 and 140
percent of the median household income for the

county or state where they reside. Additionally,

the bill increases the total amount authorized
from the Coal Trust Fund from $15 million to
$65 million to provide low-interest loans for
multifamily home projects, allocates $6 million
for government housing in locations with state-
owned facilities, and provides $12 million towards
housing welfare specifically for employees who
work at behavioral health facilities. The Montana
House passed the bill, 58-38, on May 2, 2023.
The Montana Senate passed it, 27-23, on the

same day.

HB 971
PROHIBITING GREENHOUSE GAS
REGULATIONS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill curbs Green New Deal regulatory
efforts. Specifically, the legislation directs state
agencies to exclude greenhouse gas emissions
and climate impacts from environmental reviews.
The bill is in response to a court ruling that
revoked an air quality permit that NorthWestern
Energy, Montana’s largest monopoly utility,
had secured to build a gas plant in Laurel. This

measure helps maintain energy affordability
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by protecting the oil and gas industry from
overreaching and politicized mandates set by
unelected bureaucrats that result in higher
consumer costs and choke economic growth.
The Montana House passed the bill, 70-28, on
April 24, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
34-15, on April 28, 2023.

SB 105

PROHIBITING STATEWIDE RENT CONTROL
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill prohibits local governments from
implementing rent control measures. Specifically,
the legislation bans municipalities and other
political subdivisions from exercising “any
power to control the amount of rent charged
for private residential or commercial property.”
Such policies distort the free market, lead
to shortages, and reduce consumer choice
and quality. Additionally, such measures
disadvantage low-income communities that
lose access to properties due to higher-income
earners remaining in dwellings longer than they
otherwise would. A far better way to address

housing issues is to end government subsidies in

the housing sector that distort costs and tame
inflationary pressures through reduced taxes
and spending. The Montana House passed the
bill, 66-27, on April 6, 2023. The Montana Senate
passed it, 38-10, on January 30, 2023.

SB 121

MUDDLED INCOME TAX REDUCTION
PACKAGE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements a significant reduction in
the income tax rate. Specifically, the legislation
reduces the top income tax rate from 6.5 percent
to 5.9 percent for an estimated $537 million in
tax relief over the next four years. However, the
bill also unwisely increases the state Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) from 3 percent to 10
percent of the federal credit. Previous analyses
have shown that nearly 33 percent of federal
EITC payments are fraudulent-equal to more
than $18 billion in unnecessary spending in 2023
alone. Despite the expansion of the fraudulent
EITC welfare program, the bill provides much-
needed tax relief and expands economic growth

by ensuring a larger amount of capital remains

in the private sector where it can be better
invested. The Montana House passed the bill,
68-30, on March 1, 2023. The Montana Senate
passed it, 34-16, on February 14, 2023.

SB 228

PREEMPTING LOCAL GREEN ENERGY
MANDATES
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill preempts localities from imposing
onerous green energy mandates on fuel and
residential appliances. Specifically, the legislation
prohibits localities from restricting the purchase
or use of any fuel derived from petroleum or the
installation or use of any vehicle, vessels, tools, or
commercial and residential appliances that burn
or transport petroleum fuels. As hardworking
families and households face persistent inflation
and high costs, it’s imperative to prevent harmful
Green New Deal mandates that exacerbate
the cost of living for everyday products. The
Montana House passed the bill, 68-32, on April
13, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 33-17,
on March 2, 2023.
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SB 390
TRANSFORMATIONAL EDUCATION SAVINGS
ACCOUNT BILL

(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements a universal ESA program
for all K-12 students in Montana. Specifically,
the legislation provides for tax dollars to follow
students to a school of their parents’ or guardians’
choice-including private education. Estimates
suggest that parents will have access to roughly
$6,730 per year beginning in FY2025 to use
for tuition, books, and other related education
expenses. This bill greatly expands opportunities
for improved educational outcomes at a time
when record numbers of children have left the
failing government school systems. The Montana
Senate rejected the bill, 21-29, on February 28,
2023. The Montana House did not take it up.

SB 422

MODEST MEDICAL FREEDOM EXPANSION
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill empowers patients with access to new
medications, medical devices, and biologics.

Specifically, the legislation expands the “right

to try” new medicines beyond patients with
terminal illnesses to include those with severe
chronic diseases as well. This expansion allows
chronically ill patients, in coordination with their
doctors, to try investigational medications that
have completed Phase | clinical trials without FDA
approval. Additionally, the bill protects doctors
who approve the use of such medications from
frivolous lawsuits. This legislation empowers
patients and physicians over bureaucrats. The
Montana House passed the bill, 81-19, on April
13, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 38-12,
on March 2, 2023.
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Montana
House
Snapshot

100 MEMBERS

68 Republicans

Average Republican Score: 73%
(Down from 83% in 2021)
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HIGHEST-RATED REPUBLICAN
Rep. Bob Phalen (HD-36) | 100%

LOWEST-RATED REPUBLICAN
Rep. Courtenay Sprunger (HD-7) | 52%

HIGHEST-RATED DEMOCRATS
Rep. Dave Fern (HD-5) | 22%
Rep. Jim Hamilton (HD-61) | 22%

LOWEST-RATED DEMOCRATS
Multiple members had a score of 0%

MONTANA
HOUSE
SNAPSHOT
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N Y Y

POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 5 5 2 5 3

Abbott, Kim HD-083 D 12% 9% - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - - 79
Anderson, Fred HD-020 R 66% 70% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 41
Barker, Brad HD-058 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Baum, Denise HD-047 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 94
Bedey, David HD-086 R 60% 70% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Bergstrom, James HD-030 R 74% 74% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 - 6 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 31
Bertoglio, Marta HD-075 R 60% 70% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Binkley, Michele HD-085 R 60% 75% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Bishop, Laurie HD-060 D 21% 1% - - - - - - - - 6 8 - - - 7 - - - - - 71
Brewster, Larry HD-044 R 72% 78% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 - - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 33
Brockman, Tony HD-009 R 57% 57% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 - - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 61
Buckley, Alice HD-063 D 9% 9% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - 3 82
Butcher, Edward HD-029 R 69% 69% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 - - 8 - - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 37
Buttrey, Edward HD-021 R 60% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Caferro, Mary HD-082 D 12% 9% - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - 7 - - - - - 79
Carlson, Jennifer HD-069 R 88% 89% 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 12
Carter, Robert HD-098 D 7% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 85
Cohenour, Jill HD-084 D 9% 5% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - 3 82
Deming, Lee HD-055 R 68% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 - 3 38
Dooling, Julie HD-070 R 66% 70% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 3 41
Duram, Neil HD-002 R 72% 79% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 3 33
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y Y

POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3

Essmann, Sherry HD-052 R 83% 83% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 X 2 5 3 17
Etchart, Jodee HD-048 R 78% 78% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 27
Falk, Terry HD-008 R 94% 94% 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 2
Fern, Dave HD-005 D 22% 16% - - 5 - - - - - X 8 - - - - - 5 - - 3 69
Fielder, Paul HD-013 R 92% 91% - 3 5 5 X 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 6
Fitzgerald, Ross HD-017 R 56% 63% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - - - 5 5 2 5 3 63
Fitzpatrick, John HD-077 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
France, Thomas HD-094 D 0% 4% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - - 94
Frazer, Gregory HD-078 R 58% 67% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - X - 5 5 2 5 3 59
Galloway, Steven HD-024 R 91% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 X 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 9
Gillette, Jane HD-064 R 94% 90% 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 5 5 2 5 3 2
Gist, Steve HD-025 R 66% 76% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 41
Green, Paul HD-041 R 57% 57% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - X 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 61
Gunderson, Steve HD-001 R 80% 82% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 - - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 19
Hamilton, Jim HD-061 D 22% 16% - - - - - - - - 6 8 - - - - - 5 - - 3 69
Harvey, Derek HD-074 D 5% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 - - - - 91
Hastings, Naarah HD-050 R 79% 79% - | 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 22
Hawk, Donavon HD-076 D 5% 7% - - - - - - - - X - - - - - 5 - - - - 91
Hellegaard, Lyn HD-097 R 86% 86% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 13
Hinkle, Caleb HD-068 R 94% 95% 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3

Hinkle, Jedediah HD-067 R 94% 95% 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3

Hopkins, Mike HD-092 R 55% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - - 5 2 5 3 65
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N Y

POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 5 5 2 5 3

Howell, SJ HD-095 D 7% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - - - - 85
Jones, Llew HD-018 R 60% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Karlen, Jonathan HD-096 D 9% 9% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - 3 82
Kassmier, Joshua HD-027 R 56% 68% - 3 5 5 X 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 X 2 5 3 63
Keenan, Bob HD-010 R 80% 81% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 19
Keogh, Connie HD-091 D 5% 3% - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - 91
Kerns, Scot HD-023 R 78% 84% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 27
Kerr-Carpenter, Emma HD-049 D 15% 18% - - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 5 - X - 3 76
Kmetz, Greg HD-038 R 91% 91% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 X X 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 9
Knudsen, Casey HD-033 R 60% 75% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Knudsen, Rhonda HD-034 R 92% 91% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 6
Kortum, Kelly HD-065 D 0% 3% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 94
Ler, Brandon HD-035 R 73% 79% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 32
Loge, Denley HD-014 R 55% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - X 8 - - 4 - 5 X 2 5 3 65
Lynch, Jennifer HD-073 D 1% 1% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - 5 - - - - 81
Malone, Marty HD-059 R 71% 76% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 36
Marler, Marilyn HD-090 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 94
Marshall, Ron HD-087 R 81% 80% - 3 5 5 4 - 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 18
Matthews, Eric HD-066 D 6% 6% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - 88
Mercer, Bill HD-046 R 79% 84% - 3 5 5 4 - - 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 22
Miner, Russel HD-019 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Mitchell, Braxton HD-003 R 78% 80% - 3 5 5 4 - 5 - 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 27
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y
POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3

Moore, Terry HD-054 R 72% 78% - 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 - - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 33
Nave, Fiona HD-057 R 89% 83% X 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 X 6 6 X X 5 5 2 5 3 n
Nicol, Nelly HD-053 R 85% 85% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 X 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 15
Nikolakakos, George HD-026 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 - 6 - - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Oblander, Greg HD-040 R 54% 54% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - - 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 67
Parry, Gary HD-039 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Phalen, Bob HD-036 R 100% 92% X 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 X 6 6 4 X 5 5 2 5 3 1
Read, Joe HD-093 R 79% 82% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 6 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 22
Regier, Amy HD-006 R 86% 91% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 13
Regier, Matt HD-004 R 78% 87% - 3 5 5 X 5 8 5 6 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 27
Reksten, Linda HD-012 R 66% 72% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 41
Romano, Melissa HD-081 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 94
Running Wolf, Tyson HD-016 D 0% 0% X - - - - - - X X X - - X X - X - - - 94
Rusk, Wayne HD-088 R 66% 66% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 6 - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 41
Schillinger, Jerry HD-037 R 79% 87% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 X 5 2 5 3 22
Seekins-Crowe, Kerri HD-043 R 80% 83% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 19
Sheldon-Galloway, Lola HD-022 R 85% 87% 8 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 X 8 6 - 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 15
Smith, Frank HD-031 D 21% 21% 8 - - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - 5 3 71
Smith, Laura HD-079 D 6% 6% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - 88
Smith, Tanner HD-0M R 92% 92% 8 3 5 5 4 5 - 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3 6
Sprunger, Courtenay HD-007 R 52% 52% - 5 5 4 5 - - 6 - - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 68
Stafman, Ed HD-062 D 6% 3% - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - 88
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N N Y Y

POINTS 8 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 6 6 4 7 5 5 2 5 3

Stewart-Peregoy, Sharon HD-042 D 14% 7% - - - - - - - 5 6 - - - - - - - - - 3 77
Sullivan, Katie HD-089 D 17% 1% - - - - - - - - 6 8 - - - - - - - - 3 73
Thane, Mark HD-099 D 16% 12% - - 5 - - - - - - 8 - - - - - - - 3 75
Tuss, Paul HD-028 D 17% 17% - - - - - - - - 6 8 - - - - - - - - 3 73
Vinton, Sue HD-056 R 68% 77% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 38
Walsh, Kenneth HD-071 R 58% 66% - 3 5 5 X 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 59
Weatherwax, Marvin HD-015 D n/a 0% X - X X X X X 5 6 X X X X X X X X - 3

Welch, Tom HD-072 R 60% 68% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Windy Boy, Jonathan HD-032 D 14% 7% - - - - - - - 5 6 - - - - - - - - - 3 77
Wirth, Zachary HD-080 R 79% 79% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 6 8 - - 4 7 5 X 2 5 3 22
Yakawich, Michael HD-051 R 60% 60% - 3 5 5 4 5 - - 6 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 46
Zephyr, Zooey HD-100 D 7% 7% - - - - - - - X - - - - - 7 - - - - - 85
Zolnikov, Katie HD-045 R 67% 76% - 3 5 5 4 5 8 5 - 8 - - 4 - 5 5 2 5 3 40
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HB 2
MISSED OPPORTUNITY BUDGET
AGREEMENT

(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill allocates spending for the annual budget.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $14.3
billion in total spending for the FY2024-25
fiscal biennium, a 12.6 percent increase over
the previous biennial budget. Furthermore, the
package includes $300 million in increased
Medicaid reimbursement payments, a 50 percent
increase in Department of Commerce spending,
over $100 million in new government housing
welfare, and locks in a new health insurance
subsidy for teachers. While the budget includes
nearly $1 billion in tax relief for hardworking
Montanans, lawmakers should not impose
additional burdens on hardworking taxpayers
and employers with ever-increasing spending
baselines for government programs. The
Montana House passed the bill, 88-8, on May 2,
2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 32-18, on
April 27, 2023.

9 CFGFOUNDATION

HB 170
REPEALING ONEROUS STATE ENERGY
POLICY
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill repeals the state’s existing energy
policy. Specifically, the legislation eliminates a
30-year-old directive pushing for costly carbon
capture efforts, focusing on energy efficiency,
and emphasizing central planning schemes that
enact proto-Green New Deal environmental and
social metrics for the state’s energy development.
Lawmakers should focus on rolling back onerous
energy regulations, ending subsidies to costly
and unreliable green energy boondoggles,
and empowering the market to lower prices
for hardworking families and households. The
Montana House passed the bill, 67-32, on January
23,2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 34-16,
on March 15, 2023.

m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

HB 192
SIGNIFICANT INCOME TAX REBATE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill directs state surplus dollars to be returned
to taxpayers as an income tax rebate. Specifically,
the legislation authorizes a one-time rebate to
taxpayers equal to $1,250 for individuals and
$2,500 for married couples filing jointly at a total
estimated tax relief of $480 million for 2023.
While it would be a stronger long-term policy
to reduce income tax rates altogether, providing
relief from persistent inflation through the
return of hardworking families and households’
valuable labor helps promote growth and expand
opportunity. The Montana House passed the
bill, 70-29, on February 2, 2023. The Montana
Senate passed it, 32-18, on March 1, 2023.

HB 221
REDUCED CAPITAL GAINS TAX
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill lowers the tax rate on capital gains.

Specifically, the legislation replaces the state’s 30
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percent net long-term deduction with two rates
set at 3 percent and 4.1 percent depending on
filing status and capital gains thresholds. This bill
lowers Montana'’s capital gains rates to the fourth
lowest in the country, bolstering investment
and economic opportunity. The Montana House
passed the bill, 68-31, on February 2, 2023. The
Montana Senate passed it, 34-16, on February
28, 2023.

HB 228
PROHIBITION ON TAXPAYER-FINANCED
ESG INVESTMENTS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill prevents the consideration of
nonpecuniary factors for taxpayer-funded
investments, such as state pensions. Specifically,
the legislation requires the board charged with
overseeing such investments to maintain their
fiduciary duty, making investment decisions
to maximize shareholder value as opposed to
prioritizing woke Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) practices. The Montana
House passed the bill, 64-31, on January 31,
2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 33-17, on
March 16, 2023.

HB 241

PREEMPTING GREEN BUILDING MANDATES
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill preempts costly green energy mandates
for buildings. Specifically, the legislation prohibits
municipalities and other political subdivisions of
Montana from mandating that buildings include
expensive and unreliable solar panels, batteries,
and wiring-as well as other green-focused
equipment for electric vehicle infrastructure.
Empirical data overwhelmingly shows that
such mandates increase building costs and
maintenance, almost always at the expense of
taxpayers or homeowners. The Montana House
passed the bill, 66-33, on April 28, 2023. The
Montana Senate passed it, 34-16, on April 18,
2023.

HB 448

RIGHT TO WORK PROTECTIONS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill transforms Montana into a right-to-
work state. Specifically, the legislation ends
compulsory union membership as a condition

of employment, requires an employee’s written

’ CFGFOUNDATION m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

consent before the deduction of union dues from
their paycheck, and imposes criminal penalties
on unions for intimidating or attempting to
intimidate employers into entering into labor
agreements. Employees should not be coerced
into joining a labor union, nor should they be
punished for choosing to voluntarily leave such
organizations. In 2023, nine of the top 10 states
with the strongest economies were right-to-work
states. The Montana House rejected the bill, 28-
71, on March 1, 2023. The Montana Senate did

not take it up.

HB 496

CRONY INCOME TAX CREDIT

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill authorizes a new income tax exemption
for certain preceptors. Specifically, the legislation
creates a new tax carveout for nurses, doctors,
and other medical professionals who train
medical students operating in specific healthcare
training programs. The credit is equal to $1000
per rotation and an annual maximum of $5,000.
The program is capped at $780,000 per year.
This crony credit rewards hand-selected medical

professionals with substantial taxpayer-funded

MONTANA
HOUSE
VOTE
DESCRIPTIONS



Montana 2023 | House Vote Descriptions

rewards despite such professionals earning well
above the state’s median household income.
The Montana House passed the bill, 54-43, on
March 29, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it
on second reading, 27-23, on April 18, 2023. The

bill eventually died in committee.

HB 549

EXPANDING EDUCATION FREEDOM

(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill further expands school choice and
authorizes the creation of charter schools in
Montana. Specifically, the legislation grants
local school districts the option to create
charters and if necessary, independent schools.
Charter schools receive the same per-pupil
funding as government K-12 schools. This
bill is another important vehicle that further
empowers Montana parents and provides
students with additional educational options.
The creation of charter schools provides parents
with yet another educational model outside
of the existing government school framework.
Montana House passed the bill, 58-33, on March
31,2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 27-21,
on April 28, 2023.

HB 569
FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE PENSION
ADJUSTMENTS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This billimplements necessary fiscal changes to
address Montana’s pension crisis. Specifically,
the legislation amends the percentage of state
employer payroll dedicated to the pensions of
judges, law enforcement, and other peace officers
from set rates to actuarial rates necessary to pay
off the state’s unfunded liabilities. Additionally,
the bill appropriates $95.6 million to the Highway
Patrol, Sheriffs, and Game Warden and Peace
Officers pensions from the state’s existing
surplus to pay down liabilities and amends
retirement eligibility for new members of the
Highway Patrol Officers’ Retirement System
and Sheriffs’ Retirement System by requiring 20
years of service and being at least 50 years old.
Montana currently faces $2.25 billion in unfunded
pension liabilities that pose a direct threat to
the hardworking families and taxpayers in the
state. The Montana House passed the bill, 69-27,
on May 2, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
25-23, on April 28, 2023.

’ CFGFOUNDATION m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

HB 648

EXPANDED CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill further expands a taxpayer-subsidized
childcare program. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $7 million for the Best Beginnings
program, which subsidizes childcare in the state
for low-income families. The bill increases the
eligibility threshold for the program from 100
percent of the federal poverty level to 185 percent
with each eligible family capped at copayments
no higher than 9 percent of the family’s income.
The Department of Public Health and Human
Services pays a rate to a daycare facility based on
the child’s authorized enroliment slot. Instead of
forcing taxpayers to pay for the childcare costs of
other individuals, lawmakers should advance de-
regulatory policies across the childcare industry
to lower costs and expand competition. The
Montana House passed the bill, 65-34, on April
4,2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 29-20,
on April 28, 2023.
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HB 649
MEDICAID PROVIDER RATE INCREASE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill increases Montana’s reimbursement
payments in the Medicaid welfare program.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates another
$14.3 million for provider rate increases following
the recommendations of a state study. Total
Medicaid spending has more than doubled-
from $1.1 billion to $2.3 billion-since Montana’s
ill-advised expansion of the program in 2015
and has directly caused hospital and nursing
home closures. Further, enrollment in Medicaid
is more than double initial estimates and nearly
40 percent of program participants are able-
bodied adults soaking up what minimal care
Medicaid provides for the truly needy and
indigent. Instead of further expanding Medicaid,
lawmakers should seek to repeal the expansion
and move as many Montanans off the rolls as
possible. The Montana House passed the bill,
78-21. On April 4, 2023. The Montana Senate
rejected it, 21-29, on May 2, 2023.

9 CFGFOUNDATION

HB 652

MODEST UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
REFORM
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements reforms in the state’s
unemployment insurance program. Specifically,
the legislation reduces the number of weeks
individuals may receive benefits from 28 weeks
to a new lowered maximum of 20 weeks.
While additional structural changes for the
Ul program are needed, this weekly benefit
reduction provides relief for taxpayers and
helps mitigate negative payroll tax impacts
on small businesses. Policy reforms that
encourage re-employment lead to a healthier
and more productive workforce while serving
as a foundation for sustainable growth. The
Montana House passed the bill, 65-31, on May
2,2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 27-23,
on April 27,2023.
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HB 819
MASSIVE GOVERNMENT HOUSING
BOONDOGGLE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill significantly increases housing welfare
programs. Specifically, the legislation enacts the
Montana Community Reinvestment Plan to provide
taxpayer funding to community reinvestment
organizations to assist eligible households in
purchasing deed-restricted housing. The bill
appropriates $50 million in state funds, which
must be matched locally. Eligible households
must earn between 60 and 140 percent of the
median household income for the county or state
where they reside. Additionally, the bill increases
the total amount authorized from the Coal Trust
Fund from $15 million to $65 million to provide
low-interest loans for multifamily home projects,
allocates $6 million for government housing in
locations with state-owned facilities, and provides
$12 million towards housing welfare specifically
for employees who work at behavioral health
facilities. The Montana House passed the bill, 58-
38, on May 2, 2023. The Montana Senate passed
it, 27-23, on the same day.
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HB 971
PROHIBITING GREENHOUSE GAS
REGULATIONS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill curbs Green New Deal regulatory
efforts. Specifically, the legislation directs state
agencies to exclude greenhouse gas emissions
and climate impacts from environmental reviews.
The bill is in response to a court ruling that
revoked an air quality permit that NorthWestern
Energy, Montana’s largest monopoly utility,
had secured to build a gas plant in Laurel. This
measure helps maintain energy affordability
by protecting the oil and gas industry from
overreaching and politicized mandates set by
unelected bureaucrats that result in higher
consumer costs and choke economic growth.
The Montana House passed the bill, 70-28, on
April 24, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
34-15, on April 28, 2023.

SB 105

PROHIBITING STATEWIDE RENT CONTROL
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill prohibits local governments from

implementing rent control measures. Specifically,

the legislation bans municipalities and other
political subdivisions from exercising “any power
to control the amount of rent charged for private
residential or commercial property.” Such policies
distort the free market, lead to shortages, and
reduce consumer choice and quality. Additionally,
such measures disadvantage low-income
communities that lose access to properties
due to higher-income earners remaining in
dwellings longer than they otherwise would.
A far better way to address housing issues is
to end government subsidies in the housing
sector that distort costs and tame inflationary
pressures through reduced taxes and spending.
The Montana House passed the bill, 66-27, on
April 6, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
38-10, on January 30, 2023.

SB 121
MUDDLED INCOME TAX REDUCTION
PACKAGE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements a significant reduction in
the income tax rate. Specifically, the legislation
reduces the top income tax rate from 6.5 percent

to 5.9 percent for an estimated $537 million in
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tax relief over the next four years. However, the
bill also unwisely increases the state Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) from 3 percent to 10
percent of the federal credit. Previous analyses
have shown that nearly 33 percent of federal
EITC payments are fraudulent-equal to more
than $18 billion in unnecessary spending in 2023
alone. Despite the expansion of the fraudulent
EITC welfare program, the bill provides much-
needed tax relief and expands economic growth
by ensuring a larger amount of capital remains in
the private sector where it can be better invested.
The Montana House passed the bill, 68-30, on
March 1, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it,
34-16, on February 14, 2023.

SB 228

PREEMPTING LOCAL GREEN ENERGY
MANDATES
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill preempts localities from imposing
onerous green energy mandates on fuel and
residential appliances. Specifically, the legislation
prohibits localities from restricting the purchase
or use of any fuel derived from petroleum or the

installation or use of any vehicle, vessels, tools, or
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commercial and residential appliances that burn
or transport petroleum fuels. As hardworking
families and households face persistent inflation
and high costs, it’'s imperative to prevent harmful
Green New Deal mandates that exacerbate the
cost of living for everyday products. The Montana
House passed the bill, 68-32, on April 13, 2023.
The Montana Senate passed it, 33-17, on March
2,2023.

SB 422

MODEST MEDICAL FREEDOM EXPANSION
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill empowers patients with access to new
medications, medical devices, and biologics.
Specifically, the legislation expands the “right
to try” new medicines beyond patients with
terminal illnesses to include those with severe
chronic diseases as well. This expansion allows
chronically ill patients, in coordination with their
doctors, to try investigational medications that
have completed Phase | clinical trials without FDA
approval. Additionally, the bill protects doctors
who approve the use of such medications from
frivolous lawsuits. This legislation empowers

patients and physicians over bureaucrats. The

Montana House passed the bill, 81-19, on April
13, 2023. The Montana Senate passed it, 38-12,
on March 2, 2023.
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