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State Scorecards are created by the Club for Growth Foundation to educate the public 

about the voting records of the legislators who serve in state legislatures.  This is part of 

a larger scorecard project that the Club for Growth Foundation has created to educate 

the public about the economic positions taken by legislators in states across the country.

Club for Growth Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization focused on educating the public about the value of 

free markets, pro-growth policies, and economic prosperity.

THE FOUNDATION 

EDUCATES THE 

PUBLIC ABOUT PRO-

GROWTH POLICIES.

THE FOUNDATION 

CONDUCTS 

COMPREHENSIVE 

EXAMINATIONS OF 

VOTING RECORDS.

THE FOUNDATION’S 

GOAL IS TO INFORM 

THE PUBLIC AND 

BRING AWARENESS 

TO LAWMAKERS.

Our
Mission

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public can 

monitor the actions and the voting behavior of West Virginia’s elected state 

lawmakers on economic growth issues.

Methodology  | West Virginia 2022

The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an 

Economic Growth Score on a scale of 0 to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:

• Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

• Limited government through limited spending and budget reform

• Regulatory reform and deregulation

• Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform

• Expanding school choice

• Implementing term limits

Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session.

 

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.

This scorecard is based on selected 

votes of importance to the Foundation, 

and does not include the complete 

voting record of any legislator.  There 

are inherent limitations in judging the 

overall qualifications of any legislator 

based on a selected voting record, and 

the Foundation does not endorse or 

oppose any legislator for public office.

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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The Foundation’s study examined over 1,500 

floor votes and, in the end, included 16 West 

Virginia House votes and 17 West Virginia 

Senate votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of 0 to 100. 

Each vote or action in the rating is assigned 

a certain number of points depending on its 

relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a 

correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with 

that number.  If a lawmaker casts an incorrect 

vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with 

a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted – 

signified as an “X” on the scorecard – though 

the Foundation reserves the right to do so if, 

in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was 

otherwise discernible.  If a lawmaker was not 

officially sworn into office at the time of a vote, 

the scorecard will denote that vote with an “I”.

 

To provide some additional guidance 

concerning the scores, each lawmaker was 

ranked. Aside from ties, lawmakers with 0% 

scores are, by default, ranked #100 in the 

House and #34 in the Senate if all lawmakers 

are present. Scores and ranks cannot be 

directly compared between the House and 

Senate, as different votes were taken in each 

chamber. If applicable, the study also records 

a “Lifetime Score” for each lawmaker. This 

is a simple average of the scores from 2022 

and all previous years where the lawmaker 

earned a score.

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present 

for enough votes for a meaningful score or 

ranking to be computed. In such cases “n.a.” 

for “not applicable” appears. In computing 

lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead 

of a score are not included. Comparing such 

scores to other members without “n.a.” years 

may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the 

West Virginia House and West Virginia Senate 

and legislative actions is just that. It cannot 

account for a lawmaker’s work in committee, 

advocacy in his party’s caucus meetings, and 

effectiveness as a leader in advocating pro-

growth policies.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS 

CONSIDERED IN 

WEST VIRGINIA IN 2022

“Through the release of this 

series, the Club for Growth 

Foundation is looking at how 

state legislatures perform in 

terms of pro-growth policies. 

We believe that this scorecard 

will help inform citizens 

and entrepreneurs about 

who supports the policies 

that are good for economic 

prosperity.”

- DAVID  McINTOSH

PRESIDENT, CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION 

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia
Senate
Snapshot

23 Republicans

11 Democrats

0 Vacancies

Average Republican Score: 43%

Average Democrat Score: 16%

34 MEMBERS

LOWEST-RATED REPUBLICAN

Senator Bill Hamilton (SD-11)  |  27%

5 CFGFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

LOWEST-RATED DEMOCRATS

Senator Michael Caputo (SD-13)  |  6%

Senator Hannah Geffert (SD-16)  |  6%

HIGHEST-RATED REPUBLICAN

Senator Robert Karnes (SD-11)  |  55%

HIGHEST-RATED DEMOCRAT

Senator Robert Plymale (SD-5)  |  29%

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Scorecard

Name District Party Score
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y Y Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 4 7 4 8 6 6

Azinger, Mike SD-03 R 50% 50% - - 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 2

Baldwin, Stephen SD-10 D 13% 13% - - - - - - - - - - - - 7 - - 6 - 31

Beach, Robert SD-13 D 14% 14% - X - 5 - - - - X - X - - - - 6 - 30

Blair, Craig SD-15 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

Boley, Donna SD-03 R 42% 42% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 X - 6 - 15

Brown, Owens SD-01 D 18% 18% - - - 5 - - - - - - - - 7 - - - 6 28

Caputo, Michael SD-13 D 6% 6% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - 33

Clements, Charles SD-02 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

Ge�ert, Hannah SD-16 D 6% 6% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - 33

Grady, Amy SD-04 R 40% 40% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - - 7 4 - 6 - 16

Hamilton, Bill SD-11 R 27% 27% - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - - 7 4 - 6 - 25

Je�ries, Glenn SD-08 D 19% 19% - - X 5 - - - - - - - - 7 - - 6 - 27

Karnes, Robert SD-11 R 55% 55% 5 - 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 1

Lindsay, Richard SD-08 D 23% 23% - - 5 5 - - - - - - - - 7 - - 6 - 26

Maroney, Michael SD-02 R 46% 46% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 X 4 X 4 - 6 X 6

Martin, Patrick SD-12 R 50% 50% - - 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 2

Maynard, Mark SD-06 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

Nelson, Eric SD-17 R 38% 38% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - - - 18

Phillips, Rupert SD-07 R 37% 37% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 - 4 - 6 - 19

Plymale, Robert SD-05 D 29% 29% - X - 5 - - X - - 8 - - 7 - - 6 - 23

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

Name District Party Score
Life-
score
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y Y Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 4 7 4 8 6 6

Roberts, Rollan SD-09 R 46% 46% X - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 6

Romano, Michael SD-12 D 7% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X 6 - 32

Rucker, Patricia SD-16 R 43% 43% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 X 4 - 6 X 14

Smith, Randy SD-14 R 37% 37% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 - 4 - 6 - 19

Stollings, Ron SD-07 D 18% 18% - - - 5 - - - - - - - - 7 - - 6 - 28

Stover, David SD-09 R 37% 37% - - 5 5 - X - 5 - 8 - - X 4 X X - 19

Swope, Chandler SD-06 R 48% 48% - - 5 5 - - - 5 X 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 5

Sypolt, Dave SD-14 R 34% 34% - - X 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 - 4 - 6 - 22

Takubo, Tom SD-17 R 50% 50% - - 5 5 - - X 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 X 2

Tarr, Eric SD-04 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

Trump, Charles SD-15 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

Weld, Ryan SD-01 R 39% 39% - - 5 5 - - - - - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 17

Woelfel, Michael SD-05 D 28% 28% - X 5 5 - - - - X - X - 7 - - 6 - 24

Woodrum, Jack SD-10 R 44% 44% - - 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 4 7 4 - 6 - 8

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Vote Descriptions
HB 2096 

HOLLYWOOD CRONYISM PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill reinstates the film tax credit run out 

of the Department of Economic Development, 

which had previously been repealed in 2018. 

Specifically, the legislation proposes up to $10 

million in taxpayer-subsidized carveouts to 

eligible entities in the film industry per fiscal 

year. Furthermore, the legislation provides for 

a base credit allowance of 27 percent against 

personal income and net corporate income 

taxes that increases to 31 percent so long as 10 

West Virginia residents are hired for film-related 

projects. This type of flagrant cronyism–wherein 

West Virginians subsidize wealthy Hollywood 

production companies to entice them to film in 

the state–enriches a select few well-connected, 

government-preferred entities at the expense 

of hardworking taxpayers. The West Virginia 

House passed the bill, 92-7, on March 11, 2022. 

The West Virginia Senate passed it, 32-1, on 

March 9, 2022.

HB 4001 

NEW BROADBAND BOONDOGGLE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new Broadband Development 

Fund run out of the Department of Economic 

Development. Specifically, the legislation 

authorizes new spending for the expansion 

of existing fiber and cable networks as well 

as new expansions. Analysis of the legislation 

suggests a per-mile cost of nearly $1.5 million 

per industry average, which does not include $5 

million in mapping and utility pole estimations. 

Broadband expansion is important, however, 

this legislation institutes a prohibitive cost 

for hard-working West Virginia families and 

would require exorbitant taxpayer-funded 

appropriations to finance. Such development 

initiatives are better left to the private sector.  

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 91-5, 

on March 12, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on the same day.

HB 4012 

VACCINE MANDATE PROTECTIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements a number of protections 

from harmful vaccine mandates for employees 

and citizens entering state or local government 

offices and agencies; students enrolling in an 

institution of higher education; or patients entering 

hospitals and healthcare facilities. Specifically, the 

legislation prohibits such entities from requiring 

vaccination as a condition of entry and extends 

employee exemptions against COVID-19 vaccine 

mandates to covered employees who have a 

notarized statement from their doctor, natural 

immunity, or express religious concerns. The 

West Virginia House passed the bill, 84-12, on 

March 12, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed 

it, 23-9, on the same day.

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 4025 

CRITICAL MINERAL TAX EXEMPTION 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill provides for an exemption on the 

severance, extraction, and production of the 

sale of rare earth minerals. Specifically, the 

legislation institutes a five-year exemption 

on the 5 percent severance tax through July 

1, 2027, effectively suspending the tax. Rare 

earth minerals are vital components of the 

U.S. economy and manufacturing sector and 

play a key role in systems integral to America’s 

national security. Policies should encourage an 

expansion of the entrepreneurial exploration 

and harvesting of these minerals through 

reduced regulatory barriers and taxation. The 

West Virginia House passed the bill, 94-4, on 

February 17, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 30-4, on March 12, 2022.

HB 4488 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT FEE INCREASE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill increases the fees for multiple water 

pollution permits. Specifically, the legislation 

imposes annual fees of up to $5,000 on 

renewed permits and $15,000 for new permits. 

Estimates suggest that the fees–which serve 

as an environmental tax–would increase 

annual payments to the Division of Mining and 

Reclamation by at least $4.3 million per year. 

Instead of increasing the tax burden on various 

industries through the guise of fees, lawmakers 

should focus on constraining bureaucracies and 

limiting spending to keep state divisions solvent. 

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 90-9, 

on February 21, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 34-0, on March 11, 2022.

HB 4491 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION REVENUE 

SCHEME 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new program for the 

underground storage of carbon dioxide in 

West Virginia as part of the push for so-called 

carbon sequestration. Specifically, the bill 

implements a project permit process through 

the Department of Environmental Protection, 

requires companies to obtain approval from 

75 percent of landowners on the project’s 

proposed property, and creates two special 

revenue funds to collect the fees imposed 

on permit applicants. It remains to be seen 

how much revenue the new pilot program will 

create for government coffers. Carbon capture 

is designed to meet arbitrary metrics designed 

by climate change zealots to lower greenhouse 

gas emissions with unproven technology. Such 

schemes often come at a great regulatory cost 

to businesses and ultimately taxpayers. The 

West Virginia House passed the bill, 90-9, on 

February 24, 2022. The Indiana Senate passed 

it, 33-0, on March 1, 2022.

HB 4502 

MASSIVE HOUSING TAX CREDIT PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a number of new tax credits 

handed out by the Department of Economic 

Development aimed at building “reasonably 

priced” residential housing units in certain 

geographic areas of the state. Specifically, the 

legislation creates a tax credit based on the 

value of the property and a property value 

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Vote Descriptions

adjustment tax credit with annual refundability 

of up to $100,000. Additionally, the bill imposes 

a $150 million annual cap on the total value of the 

credits. Eligible projects must include at least six 

housing units and be valued at $3 million. The 

legislation uses special carve-outs to bankroll the 

profits of entities contracted to build centrally-

planned housing. The West Virginia House passed 

the bill, 86-10, on March 12, 2022. The West 

Virginia Senate passed it, 29-3, on the same day.

HB 4634 

SIGNIFICANT OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 

REFORM 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements a series of sweeping reforms 

within occupational licensing in West Virginia. 

Specifically, the legislation allows for licensing 

reciprocity for individuals who are licensed in 

other states with similar licensing requirements 

and so long as the individual has at least one year 

of experience in their profession. The reciprocity 

initiative applies to numerous professions including 

architects and engineers. This is promising 

deregulation that removes barriers, creates lasting 

economic opportunities, and empowers small 

businesses to expand their operations throughout 

West Virginia. The West Virginia House passed 

the bill, 67-26, on February 25, 2022. The West 

Virginia Senate passed it, 22-12, on March 11, 2022.

HB 4797 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPENDING PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill requires the Department of Transportation 

to create an Electric Vehicle Development 

Infrastructure Plan. Specifically, the bill calls for the 

department to issue a report on how West Virginia 

intends to build out EV charging infrastructure 

using federal NEVI funds from the $1.2 trillion 

federal infrastructure bill. Inevitably, such a plan 

will lead to increased future state spending and 

taxes on the backs of hardworking West Virginians 

while shoveling taxpayer-backed subsidies to 

government-preferred businesses and special 

interests. As of May 2022, only 600 EVs were 

registered in the entire state of West Virginia. 

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 96-2, 

on February 23, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on March 8, 2022.

HJR 102 

SCHOOL BOARD ACCOUNTABILITY 

AMENDMENT 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This resolution amends the West Virginia state 

constitution to provide a legislative check on 

the State Board of Education. Specifically, the 

resolution provides that while the state board 

has the authority to promulgate regulations and 

policies, all such measures are subject to legislative 

review, approval, amendment, or rejection. This 

change would give citizens and parents de facto 

veto power through their elected representatives 

to hold the State Board of Education accountable. 

The West Virginia House passed the resolution, 

80-18, on February 22, 2022. The West Virginia 

Senate passed it, 23-11, on February 28, 2022.

SB 1 

GOVERNMENT-RUN MINE INSURANCE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates the Mining Mutual Insurance 

Company to institute enhanced mining 

reclamation performance bond insurance. 

Specifically, the legislation authorizes the new 

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Vote Descriptions

company to be run by a government-appointed 

board with an estimated cost to taxpayers of 

$50 million as “initial capital” for performance 

bonds. Because these funds are not available 

elsewhere, taxpayers will front the cost as well 

as any potential bailouts and appropriation 

increases that may occur in the future. While 

the coal industry has been hit hard by destructive 

green energy policies in Washington, lawmakers 

should refrain from creating new entities that 

siphon resources from taxpayers and instead 

focus on expansive deregulation in the energy 

sector. The West Virginia House passed the bill, 

61-36, on March 11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on March 12, 2022.

SB 2 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE REFORMS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements structural reforms to the 

state’s unemployment insurance program. 

Specifically, the legislation reduces the maximum 

number of weeks from 26 down to 12 weeks 

if the state’s unemployment rate is below 5.5 

percent. The number of weeks increases by one 

for every half percentage point increase in the 

unemployment rate up to a new maximum of 20 

weeks. This reform ensures healthier labor force 

participation while preventing a safety net from 

serving as a benefit hammock. The West Virginia 

Senate passed the bill, 20-14, on February 8, 

2022. The West Virginia House did not take it up.

SB 4 

NUCLEAR POWER DEVELOPMENT 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill overturns the prohibition on the 

construction of new nuclear power plants in 

the state of West Virginia. A destructive green 

energy agenda has significantly impacted the coal 

industry in the state, creating an undue burden 

on all West Virginians from heavy-handed federal 

regulations and mandates. The repeal of the 

nuclear power ban provides West Virginians with 

an opportunity to augment the coal industry with 

another form of reliable energy. Nuclear power 

development not only exposes the ideological 

vacancy of the green climate zealots, but also 

serves as a reliable, cheap, and efficient source 

of energy. The West Virginia House passed the 

bill, 76-16, on January 31, 2022. The West Virginia 

Senate passed it, 24-7, on January 25, 2022.

SB 71 

LOCAL REGULATORY PREEMPTION 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill prohibits municipalities and other 

political subdivisions of the state from enacting 

onerous mandates on employers. Specifically, the 

legislation prohibits political subdivisions of West 

Virginia from imposing higher wage mandates, 

paid or unpaid leave provisions, regulation of work 

hours, or more onerous licensing requirements 

beyond existing state provisions Additionally, the 

legislation nullifies existing municipal ordinances 

and mandates that violate this standard. The 

West Virginia Senate passed the bill, 22-11, on 

February 28, 2022. The West Virginia House did 

not take it up.

SB 250 

PALTRY GENERAL BUDGET PROPOSAL 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill establishes total spending for FY2023 

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | Senate Vote Descriptions

commensurate with the requests laid out by the 

governor. Specifically, the legislation spends 

$4.65 billion for the FY2023 fiscal year, a 3.3 

percent increase over state spending in FY2022. 

Furthermore, the bill includes minimal cuts and 

savings with a 5 percent across-the-board pay 

raise for teachers and government employees 

totaling $120 million, new funding for film 

subsidies, no reductions to higher education, 

and nearly $700 million in back-of-the-budget 

gimmicks to fund bureaucracies and programs 

using prospective surplus dollars that should go 

back to hardworking taxpayers instead. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 93-2, on March 8, 

2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 32-0, 

on March 4, 2022.

SB 262 

DIVESTING FROM WOKE ANTI-ENERGY 

AGREEMENTS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill empowers the state treasurer to publish 

and maintain a list of financial companies engaged 

in boycotts of reliable sources of energy–a key 

industry in West Virginia that accounts for 11.1 

percent of all jobs and 95 percent of all power 

generation. Additionally, the legislation requires 

that the state government divest any holdings 

with companies engaged in these woke ESG-

driven boycotts and prohibits such entities from 

entering into or remaining in banking contracts 

with the state. This is an important effort not only 

for protecting the livelihoods of West Virginians, 

but also for curbing crony behavior between the 

government and big corporations. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 80-14, on March 

11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 31-

3, on March 12, 2022.

SB 1001 

NUCOR CRONYISM CREDIT PACKAGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new heavy industrial 

manufacturing tax credit primarily aimed at 

luring one specific company–Nucor out of North 

Carolina–to the state of West Virginia. Specifically, 

the legislation provides a credit equal to 50 percent 

of the qualified manufacturing investment, which 

would equal roughly $1.35 billion in taxpayer-

funded credits to Nucor. Eligibility requires a 

project to invest at least $2 billion in the property 

purchased for manufacturing and hire at least 

500 full-time employees. This is pure cronyism 

aimed at using the resources of hard-working 

West Virginians for the benefit of a handful of 

well-connected business interests. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 91-2, on January 

11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 30-1, 

on January 10, 2022.

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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100 MEMBERS

HIGHEST-RATED REPUBLICAN 

Rep. Pat McGeehan (HD-1)  |  83%

LOWEST-RATED REPUBLICAN 

Rep. Mark Dean (HD-21)  |  21% 

HIGHEST-RATED DEMOCRAT

Rep. Edward Evans (HD-26)  |  36%

LOWEST-RATED DEMOCRAT

Rep. Evan Hansen (HD-51)  |  11%

78 Republicans

22 Democrats

0 Vacancies

Average Republican Score: 47%

Average Democrat Score: 20%

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Scorecard

Name District Party Score Lifescore
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 8 6 6

Anderson, William HD-008 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Barach, James HD-036 D 23% 23% - - - 5 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 83

Barnhart, Trenton HD-007 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Barrett, Jason HD-061 R 41% 41% - - 8 5 5 - - - X - 8 - 7 - 6 - 67

Bates, Mick HD-030 R 47% 47% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 7 - X - 24

Boggs, Brent HD-034 D 26% 26% - - - 5 X - - - 5 X - - 7 - 6 - 81

Booth, Josh HD-019 R 41% 41% - - 8 5 5 - - - - - 8 6 X - 6 - 67

Bridges, Jordan HD-024 R 36% 36% - - 8 5 5 - - - X - 8 X - - 6 - 76

Brown, Nathan HD-020 D 24% 24% - X - X 5 - - X - - 8 - - - 6 X 82

Burkhammer, Adam HD-046 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Capito, Moore HD-035 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Clark, Wayne HD-065 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - X X 6 - 35

Conley, Roger HD-010 R 47% 47% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 X 24

Cooper, Roy HD-028 R 42% 42% - X 8 X 5 - - X 5 - 8 - X - 6 - 65

Criss, Vernon HD-010 R 42% 42% - 5 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - - - 6 - 65

Crouse, Kathie HD-013 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Dean, Mark HD-021 R 21% 21% - - X 5 5 - - - - - 8 - - - X - 88

Diserio, Phillip HD-002 D 18% 18% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 91

Doyle, John HD-067 D 14% 14% - - - - - - - - - - 8 6 - - - - 94

Ellington, Joe HD-027 R 38% 38% - - X 5 5 - - - X - 8 - 7 - 6 X 75

Espinosa, Paul HD-066 R 49% 49% - 5 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 20

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Scorecard (Continued)

Name District Party Score Lifescore
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 8 6 6

Evans, Edward HD-026 D 36% 36% - - 8 5 5 - - - - - X 6 - X 6 - 76

Fast, Tom HD-032 R 56% 56% - - 8 5 5 - 6 6 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 9

Ferrell, Dana HD-039 R 51% 51% - - 8 5 5 - X - X - 8 6 7 - 6 - 14

Fleischauer, Barbara HD-051 D 20% 20% - - - - 5 - 6 - - - - 6 X - X - 89

Fluharty, Shawn HD-003 D 13% 13% - - - - - - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 95

Forsht, Donald HD-060 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Foster, Geoff HD-015 R 55% 55% 5 - 8 5 5 6 - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 12

Garcia, Joseph HD-050 D 23% 23% - - - 5 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 83

Gearheart, Marty HD-027 R 75% 75% - 5 8 5 5 - 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 - 6 - 2

Glasko-Tully, Heather HD-041 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Graves, Dianna HD-038 R 39% 39% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - - - 6 X 73

Griffith, Rickey HD-019 D 32% 32% - - X 5 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - 6 - 78

Hamrick, Danny HD-048 R 40% 40% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - X - 72

Hanna, Caleb HD-044 R 50% 50% - - 8 5 5 6 - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 15

Hansen, Evan HD-051 D 11% 11% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 - - - - 100

Hanshaw, Roger HD-033 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Hardy, John HD-063 R 45% 45% - - 8 5 5 - - 6 - - 8 - X X 6 - 33

Haynes, Austin HD-032 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Holstein, Joshua HD-023 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Honaker, Michael HD-042 R 46% 46% X - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 29

Hornbuckle, Sean HD-016 D 13% 13% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 X - - X 95

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Scorecard (Continued)

Name District Party Score Lifescore
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 8 6 6

Horst, Charles HD-062 R 46% 46% - - X 5 5 6 - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 29

Hott, John HD-054 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Householder, Eric HD-064 R 49% 49% - 5 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 20

Howell, Gary HD-056 R 47% 47% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 X 7 - 6 - 24

Jeffries, Dean HD-040 R 46% 46% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 X - 6 - 29

Jeffries, Joseph HD-022 R 65% 65% 5 - 8 5 5 6 6 - 5 - 8 X 7 - 6 - 5

Jennings, D. Roland HD-053 R 50% 50% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 7 - 6 - 15

Keaton, Riley HD-011 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Kelly, David HD-006 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Kelly, John HD-010 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Kessinger, Kayla HD-032 R 41% 41% - - 8 5 5 - - - X - 8 - 7 - 6 - 67

Kimble, Laura HD-048 R 56% 56% - - 8 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 6 9

Kimes, Dennis HD-009 R 64% 64% - - 8 5 5 6 - - 5 - 8 6 7 8 6 - 6

Linville, Daniel HD-016 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Longanacre, Todd HD-042 R 56% 56% - - 8 5 5 - 6 - 5 - 8 6 7 - 6 - 9

Lovejoy, Chad HD-017 D 22% 22% - - - 5 5 - - - - - - 6 - - 6 - 87

Mallow, Phil HD-050 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Mandt, John HD-016 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Martin, Carl HD-045 R 68% 68% - - 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 - 8 6 7 - 6 - 4

Maynard, Zachery HD-022 R 39% 39% 5 - 8 5 5 - - - X - 8 - - - 6 - 73

Maynor, Jordan HD-028 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Scorecard (Continued)

Name District Party Score Lifescore
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 8 6 6

Mazzocchi, Margitta HD-024 R 43% 43% - - 8 5 5 6 - - 5 - 8 - - - 6 - 63

McGeehan, Pat HD-001 R 83% 83% - - 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 X 6 - 1

Miller, George HD-058 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Nestor, William HD-043 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Pack, Larry HD-035 R 54% 54% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 7 X 6 - 13

Paynter, Anthony HD-025 R 60% 60% 5 - 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 - 8 - - - 6 - 7

Pethtel, David HD-005 D 23% 23% - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 6 - 83

Phillips, Chris HD-047 R 47% 47% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 X 24

Pinson, Jonathan HD-013 R 49% 49% 5 - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 20

Pritt, Christopher HD-036 R 69% 69% 5 - 8 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 7 8 6 6 3

Pushkin, Mike HD-037 D 13% 13% - - - - - - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 95

Queen, Bennett HD-048 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Reed, Kenneth HD-059 R 50% 50% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 7 - 6 - 15

Reynolds, Charles HD-004 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Riley, Clay HD-048 R 60% 60% - 5 8 5 5 - - - 5 X 8 6 7 - 6 - 7

Rohrbach, Matthew HD-017 R 50% 50% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 7 - 6 - 15

Rowan, Ruth HD-057 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Rowe, Larry HD-036 D 17% 17% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 - - 6 - 93

Skaff, Doug HD-035 D 18% 18% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 91

Smith, Douglas HD-027 R 47% 47% - - 8 5 5 - 6 - 5 - 8 - 7 - X - 24

Statler, Joseph HD-051 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Scorecard (Continued)

Name District Party Score Lifescore
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y Y N N N Y N Y N Y N Y N

POINTS 5 5 8 5 5 6 6 6 5 8 8 6 7 8 6 6

Steele, Brandon HD-029 R 49% 49% 5 - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 20

Storch, Erikka HD-003 R 41% 41% - - 8 5 5 - - - X - 8 6 7 - - - 67

Summers, Amy HD-049 R 43% 43% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 6 - - 6 - 63

Sypolt, Terri HD-052 R 46% 46% - X 8 X 5 - - X 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 29

Thompson, Cody HD-043 D 27% 27% - - - 5 5 X - - - - X 6 7 - - - 80

Toney, Christopher HD-031 R 32% 32% - - 8 5 5 - - - - - 8 - - - 6 - 78

Walker, Danielle HD-051 D 13% 13% - X - X 5 - - X - - - 6 - - - - 95

Wamsley, Johnnie HD-014 R 41% 41% - - 8 5 X - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 67

Ward, Bryan HD-055 R 50% 50% - - 8 5 5 - - 6 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 15

Ward, Guy HD-050 R 45% 45% - - 8 5 5 - - 6 - - 8 - 7 - 6 - 33

Westfall, Steve HD-012 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Williams, John HD-051 D 12% 12% - - - - 5 - - - - - - 6 X - - - 99

Worrell, Evan HD-018 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - - - 8 6 7 - X X 35

Young, Kayla HD-035 D 23% 23% - - - 5 5 - - - - - - 6 7 - - - 83

Zatezalo, Mark HD-001 R 44% 44% - - 8 5 5 - - - 5 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 35

Zukoff, Lisa HD-004 D 19% 19% - - - - - - - - - - - 6 7 - 6 - 90

https://twitter.com/cfgfoundation
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West Virginia 2022 | House Vote Descriptions

HB 2096 

HOLLYWOOD CRONYISM PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill reinstates the film tax credit run out 

of the Department of Economic Development, 

which had previously been repealed in 2018. 

Specifically, the legislation proposes up to $10 

million in taxpayer-subsidized carveouts to 

eligible entities in the film industry per fiscal 

year. Furthermore, the legislation provides for 

a base credit allowance of 27 percent against 

personal income and net corporate income 

taxes that increases to 31 percent so long as 10 

West Virginia residents are hired for film-related 

projects. This type of flagrant cronyism–wherein 

West Virginians subsidize wealthy Hollywood 

production companies to entice them to film in 

the state–enriches a select few well-connected, 

government-preferred entities at the expense 

of hardworking taxpayers. The West Virginia 

House passed the bill, 92-7, on March 11, 2022. 

The West Virginia Senate passed it, 32-1, on 

March 9, 2022.

HB 4001 

NEW BROADBAND BOONDOGGLE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new Broadband Development 

Fund run out of the Department of Economic 

Development. Specifically, the legislation 

authorizes new spending for the expansion 

of existing fiber and cable networks as well 

as new expansions. Analysis of the legislation 

suggests a per-mile cost of nearly $1.5 million 

per industry average, which does not include $5 

million in mapping and utility pole estimations. 

Broadband expansion is important, however, 

this legislation institutes a prohibitive cost 

for hard-working West Virginia families and 

would require exorbitant taxpayer-funded 

appropriations to finance. Such development 

initiatives are better left to the private sector.  

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 91-5, 

on March 12, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on the same day.

HB 4007 

PERSONAL INCOME TAX REDUCTION 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements an across-the-board 

reduction in West Virginia’s personal income 

tax. Specifically, the legislation cuts the personal 

income tax by 10 percent in each bracket, 

lowering the top rate to 5.85 percent from its 

previous rate of 6.5 percent. Additionally, the 

bill creates a new reserve fund in which half of 

each fiscal year’s revenue surplus is deposited 

as a savings mechanism for future cuts. Cutting 

taxes for hardworking West Virginia families 

and households is vital for economic growth, 

especially amid skyrocketing inflation and 

soaring energy prices. The West Virginia House 

passed the bill, 76-20, on February 11, 2022. The 

West Virginia Senate did not take it up.
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West Virginia 2022 | House Vote Descriptions

HB 4012 

VACCINE MANDATE PROTECTIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements a number of protections 

from harmful vaccine mandates for employees 

and citizens entering state or local government 

offices and agencies; students enrolling in an 

institution of higher education; or patients entering 

hospitals and healthcare facilities. Specifically, the 

legislation prohibits such entities from requiring 

vaccination as a condition of entry and extends 

employee exemptions against COVID-19 vaccine 

mandates to covered employees who have a 

notarized statement from their doctor, natural 

immunity, or express religious concerns. The 

West Virginia House passed the bill, 84-12, on 

March 12, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed 

it, 23-9, on the same day.

HB 4025 

CRITICAL MINERAL TAX EXEMPTION 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill provides for an exemption on the 

severance, extraction, and production of the 

sale of rare earth minerals. Specifically, the 

legislation institutes a five-year exemption 

on the 5 percent severance tax through July 

1, 2027, effectively suspending the tax. Rare 

earth minerals are vital components of the 

U.S. economy and manufacturing sector and 

play a key role in systems integral to America’s 

national security. Policies should encourage an 

expansion of the entrepreneurial exploration 

and harvesting of these minerals through 

reduced regulatory barriers and taxation. The 

West Virginia House passed the bill, 94-4, on 

February 17, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 30-4, on March 12, 2022.

HB 4488 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT FEE INCREASE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill increases the fees for multiple water 

pollution permits. Specifically, the legislation 

imposes annual fees of up to $5,000 on 

renewed permits and $15,000 for new permits. 

Estimates suggest that the fees–which serve 

as an environmental tax–would increase 

annual payments to the Division of Mining and 

Reclamation by at least $4.3 million per year. 

Instead of increasing the tax burden on various 

industries through the guise of fees, lawmakers 

should focus on constraining bureaucracies and 

limiting spending to keep state divisions solvent. 

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 90-9, 

on February 21, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 34-0, on March 11, 2022.

HB 4491 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION REVENUE 

SCHEME 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new program for the 

underground storage of carbon dioxide in 

West Virginia as part of the push for so-called 

carbon sequestration. Specifically, the bill 

implements a project permit process through 

the Department of Environmental Protection, 

requires companies to obtain approval from 75 

percent of landowners on the project’s proposed 

property, and creates two special revenue funds 

to collect the fees imposed on permit applicants. 

It remains to be seen how much revenue the 

new pilot program will create for government 

coffers. Carbon capture is designed to meet 
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arbitrary metrics designed by climate change 

zealots to lower greenhouse gas emissions with 

unproven technology. Such schemes often come 

at a great regulatory cost to businesses and 

ultimately taxpayers. The West Virginia House 

passed the bill, 90-9, on February 24, 2022. The 

Indiana Senate passed it, 33-0, on March 1, 2022.

HB 4502 

MASSIVE HOUSING TAX CREDIT PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a number of new tax credits 

handed out by the Department of Economic 

Development aimed at building “reasonably 

priced” residential housing units in certain 

geographic areas of the state. Specifically, the 

legislation creates a tax credit based on the value 

of the property and a property value adjustment 

tax credit with annual refundability of up to 

$100,000. Additionally, the bill imposes a $150 

million annual cap on the total value of the credits. 

Eligible projects must include at least six housing 

units and be valued at $3 million. The legislation 

uses special carve-outs to bankroll the profits 

of entities contracted to build centrally-planned 

housing. The West Virginia House passed the 

bill, 86-10, on March 12, 2022. The West Virginia 

Senate passed it, 29-3, on the same day.

HB 4634 

SIGNIFICANT OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 

REFORM 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements a series of sweeping reforms 

within occupational licensing in West Virginia. 

Specifically, the legislation allows for licensing 

reciprocity for individuals who are licensed in 

other states with similar licensing requirements 

and so long as the individual has at least one year 

of experience in their profession. The reciprocity 

initiative applies to numerous professions including 

architects and engineers. This is promising 

deregulation that removes barriers, creates lasting 

economic opportunities, and empowers small 

businesses to expand their operations throughout 

West Virginia. The West Virginia House passed 

the bill, 67-26, on February 25, 2022. The West 

Virginia Senate passed it, 22-12, on March 11, 2022.

HB 4797 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPENDING PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill requires the Department of Transportation 

to create an Electric Vehicle Development 

Infrastructure Plan. Specifically, the bill calls for the 

department to issue a report on how West Virginia 

intends to build out EV charging infrastructure 

using federal NEVI funds from the $1.2 trillion 

federal infrastructure bill. Inevitably, such a plan 

will lead to increased future state spending and 

taxes on the backs of hardworking West Virginians 

while shoveling taxpayer-backed subsidies to 

government-preferred businesses and special 

interests. As of May 2022, only 600 EVs were 

registered in the entire state of West Virginia. 

The West Virginia House passed the bill, 96-2, 

on February 23, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on March 8, 2022.

HJR 102 

SCHOOL BOARD ACCOUNTABILITY 

AMENDMENT 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This resolution amends the West Virginia state 
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constitution to provide a legislative check on 

the State Board of Education. Specifically, the 

resolution provides that while the state board 

has the authority to promulgate regulations 

and policies, all such measures are subject 

to legislative review, approval, amendment, 

or rejection. This change would give citizens 

and parents de facto veto power through their 

elected representatives to hold the State Board 

of Education accountable. The West Virginia 

House passed the resolution, 80-18, on February 

22, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 

23-11, on February 28, 2022.

SB 1 

GOVERNMENT-RUN MINE INSURANCE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates the Mining Mutual Insurance 

Company to institute enhanced mining 

reclamation performance bond insurance. 

Specifically, the legislation authorizes the new 

company to be run by a government-appointed 

board with an estimated cost to taxpayers of 

$50 million as “initial capital” for performance 

bonds. Because these funds are not available 

elsewhere, taxpayers will front the cost as well 

as any potential bailouts and appropriation 

increases that may occur in the future. While 

the coal industry has been hit hard by destructive 

green energy policies in Washington, lawmakers 

should refrain from creating new entities that 

siphon resources from taxpayers and instead 

focus on expansive deregulation in the energy 

sector. The West Virginia House passed the bill, 

61-36, on March 11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate 

passed it, 31-0, on March 12, 2022.

SB 4 

NUCLEAR POWER DEVELOPMENT 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill overturns the prohibition on the 

construction of new nuclear power plants in 

the state of West Virginia. A destructive green 

energy agenda has significantly impacted the coal 

industry in the state, creating an undue burden 

on all West Virginians from heavy-handed federal 

regulations and mandates. The repeal of the 

nuclear power ban provides West Virginians with 

an opportunity to augment the coal industry with 

another form of reliable energy. Nuclear power 

development not only exposes the ideological 

vacancy of the green climate zealots, but also 

serves as a reliable, cheap, and efficient source 

of energy. The West Virginia House passed the 

bill, 76-16, on January 31, 2022. The West Virginia 

Senate passed it, 24-7, on January 25, 2022.

SB 250 

PALTRY GENERAL BUDGET PROPOSAL 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill establishes total spending for FY2023 

commensurate with the requests laid out by the 

governor. Specifically, the legislation spends 

$4.65 billion for the FY2023 fiscal year, a 3.3 

percent increase over state spending in FY2022. 

Furthermore, the bill includes minimal cuts and 

savings with a 5 percent across-the-board pay 

raise for teachers and government employees 

totaling $120 million, new funding for film 

subsidies, no reductions to higher education, 

and nearly $700 million in back-of-the-budget 

gimmicks to fund bureaucracies and programs 
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using prospective surplus dollars that should go 

back to hardworking taxpayers instead. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 93-2, on March 8, 

2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 32-0, 

on March 4, 2022.

SB 262 

DIVESTING FROM WOKE ANTI-ENERGY 

AGREEMENTS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill empowers the state treasurer to publish 

and maintain a list of financial companies engaged 

in boycotts of reliable sources of energy–a key 

industry in West Virginia that accounts for 11.1 

percent of all jobs and 95 percent of all power 

generation. Additionally, the legislation requires 

that the state government divest any holdings 

with companies engaged in these woke ESG-

driven boycotts and prohibits such entities from 

entering into or remaining in banking contracts 

with the state. This is an important effort not only 

for protecting the livelihoods of West Virginians, 

but also for curbing crony behavior between the 

government and big corporations. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 80-14, on March 

11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 31-

3, on March 12, 2022.

SB 1001 

NUCOR CRONYISM CREDIT PACKAGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new heavy industrial 

manufacturing tax credit primarily aimed at 

luring one specific company–Nucor out of North 

Carolina–to the state of West Virginia. Specifically, 

the legislation provides a credit equal to 50 percent 

of the qualified manufacturing investment, which 

would equal roughly $1.35 billion in taxpayer-

funded credits to Nucor. Eligibility requires a 

project to invest at least $2 billion in the property 

purchased for manufacturing and hire at least 

500 full-time employees. This is pure cronyism 

aimed at using the resources of hard-working 

West Virginians for the benefit of a handful of 

well-connected business interests. The West 

Virginia House passed the bill, 91-2, on January 

11, 2022. The West Virginia Senate passed it, 30-1, 

on January 10, 2022.


