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,” organization focused on educating the public about the value of
free markets, pro-growth policies, and economic prosperity.
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Our

State Scorecards are created by the Club for Growth Foundation to educate the public
about the voting records of the legislators who serve in state legislatures. This is part of
a larger scorecard project that the Club for Growth Foundation has created to educate
the public about the economic positions taken by legislators in states across the country.
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Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public

METHODOLOGY

can monitor the actions and the voting behavior of Nebraska’s elected state NE;gf\‘;KA

lawmakers on economic growth issues.

The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an
Economic Growth Score on a scale of O to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:
* Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

e Limiting government through limited spending and budget reform
* Regulatory reform and deregulation

* Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform This scorecard is based on selected

* Expanding school choice votes of importance to the Foundation
* Implementing Term Limits and does not include the complete
voting record of any legislator. There
Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session. are inherent limitations in judging the
overall qualifications of any legislator
based on a selected voting record, and
the Foundation does not endorse or

oppose any legislator for public office.

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS
CONSIDERED IN
NEBRASKA IN 2024

The Foundation’s study examined over
900 floor votes and, in the end, included 17
Nebraska Unicameral votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of O to 100.
Each vote or action in the rating is assigned
a certain number of points depending on its
relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a
correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with
that number. If a lawmaker casts an incorrect
vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with
a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted -
signified as an “X” on the scorecard - though
the Foundation reserves the right to do so
if, in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was
otherwise discernible. If a lawmaker was not
officially sworn into office at the time of a vote,
the scorecard will denote that vote with an “1”.
To provide some additional guidance
concerning the scores, each lawmaker was
ranked. Aside from ties, lawmakers with

0% scores are, by default, ranked #49 in
the Unicameral Senate if all lawmakers are
present. Scores and ranks cannot be directly
compared between the House and Senate, as
different votes were taken in each chamber. If
applicable, the study also records a “Lifetime
Score” for each lawmaker. This is a simple
average of the scores from 2024 and all
previous years where the lawmaker earned
a score.

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present
for enough votes for a meaningful score or
ranking to be computed. In such cases, “n.a.”
for “not applicable” appears. In computing
lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead
of a score are not included. Comparing such
scores to other members without “n.a.” years
may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the
Nebraska Unicameral and legislative actions
is just that. It cannot account for a lawmaker’s
work in committee, advocacy in his party’s
caucus meetings, and effectiveness as a
leader in advocating pro-growth policies.
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“Through the release of this
series, the Club for Growth
Foundation is looking at how
state legislatures perform in
terms of pro-growth policies.
We believe that this scorecard
will help inform citizens

and entrepreneurs about

who supports the policies
that are good for economic

prosperity.”

- DAVID McINTOSH

PRESIDENT, CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION
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Nebraska

HIGHEST-RATED

Senate SnapShOt REPUBLICAN SENATOR

Robert Clements (SD-2) | 75%
33 Republicans

LOWEST-RATED

REPUBLICAN SENATOR

Tom Brandt (SD-32) | 34%
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HIGHEST-RATED
DEMOCRAT SENATOR

Jen Day (SD-49) | 36%

LOWEST-RATED
DEMOCRAT SENATOR

Anna Wishart (SD-27) | 9%

NEBRASKA
SENATE
SNAPSHOT
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y Y Y N N N N Y Y N Y N
POINTS n 5 6 8 5 7 5 8 4 6 6 6 7
Aguilar, Raymond SD-35 R 36% 53% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - 6 6 X - - 31
Albrecht, Joni SD-17 R 62% 77% n - 6 X X 7 5 - - - X 6 X - 6 - 7 7
Arch, John SD-14 R 47% 61% n 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 22
Armendariz, Christy SD-18 R 47% 47% n 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 22
Ballard, Beau SD-21 R 43% 43% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - X 28
Blood, Carol SD-03 D 13% 26% X 5 X - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - 44
Bosn, Carolyn SD-25 R 51% 51% 1 5 6 - - 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - X 18
Bostar, Eliot SD-29 D 19% 31% - 5 6 - - - - - - - X 6 X - - - - 40
Bostelman, Bruce SD-23 R 64% 77% n 5 6 X 5 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 6
Brandt, Tom SD-32 R 34% 51% n 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - - - - 33
Brewer, Tom SD-43 R 49% 66% n 5 6 - - - - - - - X 6 6 - 6 - 7 19
Cavanaugh, John SD-09 D 17% 30% - 5 X - - - - - - X - 6 - - - 4 - 42
Cavanaugh, Machaela SD-06 D 13% 29% - 5 X - - - - - - X - X X - - 4 X 44 NEBRASKA
Clements, Robert SD-02 R 75% 85% n 5 6 8 5 7 5 - - X - 6 6 - 6 - 7 1 b
Conrad, Danielle SD-46 D 24% 24% - 5 6 - - - - - - - X 6 6 - - - - 36
Day, Jen SD-49 D 36% 38% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 X X - 4 - 31
DeBoer, Wendy SD-10 D 24% 36% - 5 6 - - - - - - X - 6 6 - - - - 36
DeKay, Barry SD-40 R n/a n/a 1 5 6 X X X X - - X - 6 X X 6 - 7
Dorn, Myron SD-30 R 47% 63% n 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 22
Dover, Robert SD-19 R 54% 54% n X 6 - - 7 X - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 15
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Nebraska 2024 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION Y Y Y N N N N Y N Y N
POINTS 1 5 6 8 7 4 8 4 4 6 6 4 7
Dungan, George SD-26 D 17% 17% - 5 X - - - - X - 6 - 4 - 42
Erdman, Steve SD-47 R 49% 66% - 5 - - 5 7 5 - - - X 6 6 - 6 - 7 19
Fredrickson, John SD-20 D 23% 23% - 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - - - - 38
Halloran, Steve SD-33 R 62% 72% 1 X - X X 7 5 - - - X 6 6 - 6 - 7 7
Hansen, Ben SD-16 R 55% 68% n 5 6 - - 7 - - X - - 6 6 - 6 - X 13
Hardin, Brian SD-48 R 72% 72% 1 5 6 8 5 7 5 - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 2
Holdcroft, Rick SD-36 R 54% 54% 1 5 6 - - 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 15
Hughes, Jana SD-24 R 49% 49% n 5 6 - - - - - X - X 6 6 - 6 - X 19
Hunt, Megan SD-08 D n/a 7% - 5 6 X X - - - X - - X X X - X -
Ibach, Teresa SD-44 R 60% 60% 1 5 6 8 - 7 - - - - - X 6 - 6 - 7 10
Jacobson, Mike SD-42 R 55% 55% n 5 6 X - 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - X 13
Kauth, Kathleen SD-31 R 68% 68% n 5 6 8 - 7 X - - - X 6 6 - 6 - 7 5
Linehan, Lou Ann SD-39 R 43% 63% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - X 28
Lippincott, Loren SD-34 R 72% 72% n|s| 6| 8| 5| 7|5 - - - - | 6| 6| - 6 - 7 2 NEBRASKA
Lowe, John SD-37 R 71% 76% | M| x| 6| 85| 7|5 -]-|-]-|6|6|-/6|-]7 SENATE
McDonnell, Mike SD-05 R 40% 59% n 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - - 30
McKinney, Terrell SD-1 D 22% 26% X 5 X - - - - - - - - 6 X X X 4 - 39
Meyer, Fred SD-41 R 59% 59% n 5 6 X - 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 n
Moser, Mike SD-22 R 56% 64% n 5 6 - - 7 - - - - - 6 6 X 6 - 7 12
Murman, Dave SD-38 R 62% 76% n 5 6 X X 7 - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 7
Raybould, Jane SD-28 D n/a n/a X X X X X X X - - X X 6 X X - - X
Riepe, Merv SD-12 R 45% 45% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - X 6 6 - 6 - X 27
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Nebraska 2024 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)
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POINTS 1 5 6 8 7 5 4 8 4 6 6 4 6 7
Sanders, Rita SD-45 R 46% 64% 1 5 6 - - - - 6 X X 6 7 26
Slama, Julie SD-01 R 53% 71% n 5 6 - - 7 - - - - - 6 X X 6 - 7 17
Vargas, Tony SD-07 D 19% 43% - X 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - - - - 40
Von Gillern, R. Brad SD-04 R 47% 47% 1 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 - 7 22
Walz, Lynne SD-15 D 28% 40% X 5 6 - - - - - - - - 6 6 - X - - 34
Wayne, Justin SD-13 D 27% 47% - 5 - - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 6 4 - 35
Wishart, Anna SD-27 D 9% 30% X X 6 - - - - - - - - X X - - - X 46

NEBRASKA
SENATE
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Nebraska 2024 | Senate Vote Descriptions

LB 2

SPECIAL SESSION SPENDING RESCISSIONS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill lapses unexpended and reappropriated
funding from FY2024 and reduces proposed
appropriations for FY2025. Specifically,
the legislation rescinds $117 million in prior
authorizations including $40 million from
bureaucrats at the Department of Health and
Human Services, $35 million from the governor’s
emergency fund, and $2.8 million from the
tax collectors at the Department of Revenue.
While the justification for these rescissions is
“funding” the special session’s modest property
tax decreases, reducing government spending
is vital for fostering economic opportunity and
diminishing the burden on hardworking families
and households in the Cornhusker State. The
Nebraska Legislature passed the bill, 33-11, on
August 20, 2024.

LB 16
SOLID OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING
REFORMS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements broad licensing reforms
in Nebraska. Specifically, the legislation
provides for licensing reciprocity and authorizes
occupational boards to recognize licenses held
by individuals from other states so long as certain
criteriais met and there is no record of specified
criminal activity. Onerous occupational licensing
schemes create barriers to entry that have an
outsized impact on lower-income populations.
These measures provide much-needed relief for
entrepreneurs and hard-working Nebraskans.
The Nebraska Legislature passed the bill, 42-1,
on February 29, 2024.

LB 34

MODEST PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill implements a scaled-back effort
to reduce property taxes on hardworking

Nebraskans. Specifically, the legislation

repurposes an existing income tax credit for
property tax paid and automates the process
instead of requiring property owners to actively
request a refund, caps annual municipal property
tax collection to inflation, and rejects an uneven
1percent sales tax increase that had previously
been considered. Estimates suggest that the
bill will reduce property taxes by $185 million.
While Nebraska made important progress on
reducing its income tax rates in recent years, it
continues to have one of the highest property
tax rates in the nation. The Nebraska Legislature
passed the bill, 40-3, on August 20, 2024.

LB 62

MEDICAID EXPANSION FOR NON-CITIZENS
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill expands Medicaid services to illegal
immigrants in Nebraska. Specifically, the
legislation mandates that the Department
of Health and Human Services maximize
federal reimbursements for translation and
interpretation services in the Nebraska Medicaid

program at an estimated cost of $5.7 million
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over the next two years. Additionally, annual
baseline Medicaid spending is estimated to
increase by $4 million each year thereafter.
While this expansion will include some deaf
populations, it mostly encompasses non-English
speaking enrollees. It is fundamentally immoral
to force hardworking Nebraskans to pay for
taxpayer-financed benefits for non-citizens as
they weather persistent inflation and high costs
stemming from this exact kind of government-
initiated profligacy. The Nebraska Legislature
passed the bill, 34-6, on April 11, 2024.

LB 164

NEW CRONY GRANT PROGRAMS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill creates new grant programs through
the Department of Economic Development
(DED). Specifically, the legislation creates the
Inland Port Authority Fund to allow designated
entities to solicit $57 million in taxpayer-financed
grants from the state treasurer over the next
two years, significantly expands the definition
of innovation districts for access to crony
economic development funds, and creates a

new uncapped child care home grant program

that allows licensed child care providers to
apply for taxpayer subsidies dispersed by DED.
The bill operates as a massive crony omnibus
designed to fleece taxpayers out of their hard-
earned resources to facilitate new programs that
reward various special-interest constituencies.
The Nebraska Legislature passed the bill, 37-6,
on April 11, 2024.

LB 840
SIGNIFICANT GOVERNMENT WELFARE
EXPANSION
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill creates a new welfare expansion
scheme. Specifically, the legislation mandates
that Omaha and Lincoln develop continuous
five-year poverty elimination plans with
specific instructions to expand government
housing, facilitate crony economic development
initiatives for favored industries, and centrally
plan Nebraska’s workforce. Additionally, the bill
doubles the government housing grant maximum
from $5 million to $10 million and reduces the
required match rate for prospective recipients
from 50 percent to 25 percent of awarded

funds. Lawmakers should enact policies that

create opportunity for all Nebraskans instead
of wielding the government to supercharge
failed programs that benefit the favored few
at the expense of everyone else. The Nebraska
Legislature passed the bill, 28-19, on April 11,
2024.

LB 856
SUBSIDIZED CHILD CARE CARVEOUT
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill creates a new special status for certain
individuals participating in the subsidized child
care assistance program. Specifically, the
legislation allows an employee of a licensed
childcare provider to receive subsidized
childcare assistance regardless of income
eligibility thresholds and authorizes the provider
to enroll the employee’s child in a separate
provider’s program. These accommodations
create favored status for a handful of individuals
within a taxpayer-subsidized welfare program
whereby restrictions placed on the general
population are waived for certain employees of
eligible providers. The total cost of this carveout
is unknown. The Nebraska Legislature passed
the bill, 38-7, on April 11, 2024.
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LB 1023
CRONY RELOCATION BRIBERY SCHEME
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill creates special tax benefits for select
employers to entice people to move to Nebraska
for work. Specifically, the legislation implements
a refundable tax credit for employers equal
to 50 percent of the paid relocation costs for
employees moving to Nebraska. Additionally,
the credit is capped at $5,000 per employee and
available only to individuals making between
$70,000 and $250,000 per year which is almost
double the $38,000 median individual income in
Nebraska. Estimates suggest the cost of this new
taxpayer-subsidized handout will be more than
$80 million over the next three years. Instead
of creating distortionary new credits funded
on the backs of hardworking Nebraskans that
reward highly paid out-of-state employees in
well-connected industries, lawmakers should
focus on reducing regulations and taxes to
make Nebraska a more competitive place to
both live and work. The Nebraska Legislature
passed the bill, 49-0, on April 18, 2024.

LB 1087
MASSIVE NEW MEDICAID SPENDING
SCHEME
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This billimposes a new fee on Nebraska hospitals
to increase Medicaid spending. Specifically,
the legislation authorizes the state to submit a
waiver to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) for approval of an estimated
$600 million assessment, which requires
hospitals to pay up to 6 percent of their annual
net revenue into a new quality assurance fund.
For every dollar paid into the fund, the federal
government provides an additional $2.19 for
Nebraska’s Medicaid program. Estimates show
this will trigger an annual increase of $1.4 billion in
new federal Medicaid dollars for Nebraska each
year, significantly expanding a budget-devouring
welfare program rife with fraud and poor health
outcomes. As Nebraska families and households
struggle with persistent inflation, lawmakers
should cease actions that wrongly view federal
funds as “free money” that inevitably increase
future spending baselines for failed government
programs. The Nebraska Legislature passed the
bill, 45-0, on March 21, 2024.

LB 1197
EXPANDED ATHLETIC FACILITIES
FINANCING SCHEME
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill further expands the Sports Arena
Financing Act. Specifically, the legislation allows
state funding to flow to municipalities or non-
profits to pay for or reimburse expenditures
to build and renovate privately owned sports
complexes. Additionally, the program provides
for taxpayer funds to be used for debt financing
and implements a $100 million funding cap with
stipulations that funding cannot exceed five or
ten years for specified projects. While these
projects are subject to voter approval on ballot
measures, lawmakers should not expand entities
designed to reward favored special interests
with taxpayer-backed capital for recreational
projects. The Nebraska Legislature passed the
bill, 43-0, on April 11, 2024.

LB 1284 (WALZ VERSION)
EXPANDED TEACHER LOAN REPAYMENT
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill both expands and creates a crony

teacher loan program. Specifically, the legislation
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implements the Special Educator of Tomorrow
Cash Fund and Special Education Teacher
Forgivable Loan Program to subsidize eligible
student recipients with $2,500 scholarships
and $4,000 taxpayer-financed loans to pay for
in-state tuition. Additionally, the bill doubles
the annual appropriations cap for the Teach
in Nebraska loan repayment program from $5
million to $10 million. Hardworking Nebraskans
should not be forced to subsidize individuals
who make the choice to take out loans for
a specific profession to satisfy the whims of
unelected central planners in state government.
The Nebraska Legislature passed the bill, 39-0,
on April 9, 2024. A pared-back version of the
bill was later passed, 42-0, on April 11, 2024.

LB 1313
EXPANDED HEALTH SHARING
ASSOCIATIONS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill authorizes new health-sharing plans.
Specifically, the legislation empowers the state
farm bureau or non-profit agriculture entities
to create health benefit plans that exist outside

the onerous, costly, and low-quality Obamacare

exchange plans. Sharing associations operate
like community-run risk pools where members
help one another pay for health care needs,
defraying the costs imposed by centrally-
planned government regulations and edicts.
While these sharing plans are only available
to farm bureau members, such policies are
innovative market-oriented ways to circumvent
the big government and big insurer-created
disaster that is modern “health insurance.” The
Nebraska Legislature passed the bill, 45-0, on
March 28, 2024.

LB 1335

CURBING ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY
REACH

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill exempts infrastructure development
from certain state environmental laws.
Specifically, the legislation carves out roads,
streets, and highways from “critical habitat”
designations under the state’s Nongame
and Endangered Species Conservation Act
regulatory protocols. Similar to its federal
counterpart, endangered species legislation

routinely has negative and costly impacts

on infrastructure and private property rights
that saddle taxpayers with higher costs due
to excessive regulations. Lawmakers should
continue common-sense regulatory rollbacks
that bolster growth and opportunity for all
Nebraskans. The Nebraska Legislature passed
the bill, 35-3, on April 11, 2024.

LB 1344

NEW SPECIAL INTEREST TAX HANDOUT
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill establishes a new crony tax credit
regime. Specifically, the legislation implements
the Creating High Impact Economic Futures
(CHIEF) Act which provides nonrefundable tax
credits to taxpayers who make contributions
to certain government-preferred “community
betterment” organizations for crony economic
development initiatives. The value of the credit
is equal to 100 percent of an individual’s
contribution or 50 percent of a married filer’s
contribution. Additionally, the bill implements
a $6 million annual cap on the program and
restricts payouts to $150,000 per project in
the first and third congressional districts. This

central-planning scheme further distorts the
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tax code, rewards high-income households with
subsidized tax breaks, and directs taxpayer-
backed resources to well-connected corporate
interests. The Nebraska Legislature passed the
bill, 41-0, on April 11, 2024.

LB 1402
MODEST SCHOOL CHOICE EXPANSION
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill expands an existing opportunity
scholarship program. Specifically, the legislation
implements a $10 million annual scholarship fund
for eligible students to use toward private school
tuition and other associated costs. Scholarships
are awarded on a priority basis to K-12 students
in households with income up to 213 percent of
the federal poverty level. Funding is equal to
75 percent of the state’s per-pupil allocation.
Empowering parents instead of government
bureaucrats is the best way to provide quality
education for students stuck in failing school
systems. The Nebraska Legislature passed the
bill, 32-14, on April 18, 2024.

LB 1412
COVID SUPPLEMENTAL SPENDING BINGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
The mid-biennium supplemental spending bill
reappropriates unexpended federal COVID funds
for numerous state initiatives and programs,
among other wasteful activities. Specifically,
the legislation earmarks at least $68.4 million
in unspent federal COVID funds for numerous
programs including hospital HVAC repairs,
cemetery sediment control, and crony workforce
development programs. The $2 trillion price tag
on ARPA is one of the primary drivers of the
record inflation eating into household budgets
and straining family finances. Earmarking
federal money wrongly seen as “free” for myriad
government projects creates a false spending
floor for future legislative sessions, building
pressure for future spending and tax hikes.
The legislature should decline to spend the
remaining money. The Nebraska Legislature
passed the bill, 42-6, on March 26, 2024.

LB 1412 AMDT 296
INCREASED GOVERNMENT HEALTHCARE
SPENDING
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This amendment to the supplemental omnibus
appropriations bill increases topline spending for
numerous programs within the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS). Specifically,
the amendment hikes state spending for HHS
behavioral and mental health programs by at
least $13 million above the existing baseline
appropriation. The amendment contains no
spending offsets and facilitates a pattern
whereby state lawmakers use an infusion of
federal funds as a false justification to ratchet
up spending elsewhere, building pressure for
future spending and tax hikes. The Nebraska
Legislature rejected the amendment, 16-23, on
March 19, 2024.




