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Methodology | Ohio 2024

Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public
can monitor the actions and the voting behavior of Ohio’s elected state
lawmakers on economic growth issues.

The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an
Economic Growth Score on a scale of O to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:
* Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

e Limiting government through limited spending and budget reform
* Regulatory reform and deregulation

* Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform This scorecard is based on selected

* Expanding school choice votes of importance to the Foundation
* Implementing Term Limits and does not include the complete
voting record of any legislator. There
Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session. are inherent limitations in judging the
overall qualifications of any legislator
based on a selected voting record, and
the Foundation does not endorse or

oppose any legislator for public office.

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS
CONSIDERED IN OHIO
IN 2024

The Foundation’s study examined 353 floor
votes and, in the end, included 15 Ohio House
votes and 8 Ohio Senate votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of O to 100.
Each vote or action in the rating is assigned
a certain number of points depending on its
relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a
correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with
that number. If a lawmaker casts an incorrect
vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with
a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted -
signified as an “X” on the scorecard - though
the Foundation reserves the right to do so if,
in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was
otherwise discernible. If a lawmaker was not
officially sworn into office at the time of a vote,
the scorecard will denote that vote with an “I”.
To provide some additional guidance
concerning the scores, each lawmaker was
ranked. Aside from ties, lawmakers with 0%

scores are, by default, ranked #99 in the House
and #33 in the Senate if all lawmakers are
present. Scores and ranks cannot be directly
compared between the House and Senate, as
different votes were taken in each chamber. If
applicable, the study also records a “Lifetime
Score” for each lawmaker. This is a simple
average of the scores from 2024 and all
previous years where the lawmaker earned
a score.

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present
for enough votes for a meaningful score or
ranking to be computed. In such cases, “n.a.”
for “not applicable” appears. In computing
lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead
of a score are not included. Comparing such
scores to other members without “n.a.” years
may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the
Ohio House and Ohio Senate and legislative
actions is just that. It cannot account for a
lawmaker’s work in committee, advocacy in
his party’s caucus meetings, and effectiveness
as a leader in advocating pro-growth policies.

4 X CFGFOUNDATION m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

“Through the release of this
series, the Club for Growth
Foundation is looking at how
state legislatures perform in
terms of pro-growth policies.
We believe that this scorecard
will help inform citizens

and entrepreneurs about

who supports the policies
that are good for economic

prosperity.”

- DAVID McINTOSH

PRESIDENT, CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION
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Ohio 2024 | Senate Scorecard
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y N Y N N

POINTS 16 15 15 10 9 12 9 14

Antani, Niraj SD-06 R 73% 66% 16 - 15 X - 12 9 14 1

Antonio, Nickie SD-23 D 10% 14% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Blessing lll, Louis SD-08 R 22% 36% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6 OHIO
Brenner, Andrew SD-19 R 22% 40% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6 SENATE
Chavez, Brian SD-30 R 22% 22% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6 VOTES
Cirino, Jerry SD-18 R 22% 30% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Craig, Hearcel SD-15 D 10% 14% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Cutrona, Alessandro SD-33 R n/a 38% | - | | | 12 - -

DeMora, William SD-25 D 10% 21% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Dolan, Matthew SD-24 R 24% 37% - - - 10 - 12 X -

Gavarone, Theresa SD-02 R 22% 39% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Hackett, Robert SD-10 R 15% 41% - - - 10 - X X X 25

Hicks-Hudson, Paula SD-11 D 40% 26% - X 15 10 - - X X

Huffman, Matt SD-12 R 22% 43% - - - 10 - 12 - -

Huffman, Stephen SD-05 R 22% 44% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Ingram, Catherine SD-09 D 10% 17% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Johnson, Terry SD-14 R 22% 40% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Kunze, Stephanie SD-16 R 22% 37% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Landis, Al SD-31 R 22% 36% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Lang, George SD-04 R 22% 45% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Manning, Nathan SD-13 R 22% 40% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6
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Ohio 2024 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y N Y N N

POINTS 16 15 15 10 9 12 9 14

McColley, Robert SD-01 R 22% 47% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

O'Brien, Sandra SD-32 R 22% 30% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Reineke, Bill SD-26 R 22% 45% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Reynolds, Michele SD-03 R 22% 36% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6 SENATE
Roegner, Kristina SD-27 R 22% 46% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6 VOTES
Romanchuk, Mark SD-22 R 24% 54% - - - 10 - 12 X - 4

Rulli, Michael SD-33 R n/a 47% | | - X | | | |

Schaffer, Tim SD-20 R 22% 38% - - - 10 - 12 - - 6

Schuring, Kirk SD-29 R n/a A% - | - 10 | | | |

Smith, Kent SD-21 D 10% 20% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Sykes, Vernon SD-28 D 10% 15% - - - 10 - - - - 26

Wilkin, Shane SD-17 R 22% 43% - - - 10 - 12 - -

Wilson, Steve SD-07 R 26% 42% - - X 10 - 12 - -
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Ohio 2024 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 2

PROFLIGATE APPROPRIATIONS SPENDING
BINGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates significant capital spending
for the FY2025-FY2026 biennium. Specifically,
the legislation appropriates $3.51 billion in
capital appropriations for myriad government
programs, including $390 million in subsidies
for universities and colleges, nearly $500 million
in state capitol renovations and government-
sponsored construction initiatives, and $54
million to a commission to subsidize professional
sports facilities. Additionally, the bill appropriates
$717 million in “one-time” community investment
earmarks and authorizes the Department of
Administrative Services (DAS) to implement pay
parity between unionized and non-unionized
employees. Hardworking Ohioans burdened by
persistent inflation and high costs should not
be subjected to a state government fixated on
subsidizing special interests with their hard-
earned money. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 92-5, on June 26, 2024. The Ohio Senate

passed it, 31-1, on the same day.

HB 7

SIGNIFICANT WELFARE EXPANSION
PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill expands several welfare programs in
Ohio. Specifically, the legislation authorizes
the Department of Health to implement
strategies to maximize participation in the
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC) federal welfare
program and expand mental health and family
therapy services within the state Medicaid
program. Nearly half of all state and federal
spending in Ohio is now dedicated to an ever-
expanding and fraudulent Medicaid program.
WIC is a $5.7 billion state-administered
and federally-funded welfare program that
subsidizes food purchases for low-income
households. Lawmakers should move people
out of dependency and off government welfare
programs instead of expanding the reach of
failed initiatives that facilitate cycles of poverty
and despondency. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 82-8, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio

Senate passed it, 31-0, on the same day.

HB 27
SIGNIFICANT CAPITAL APPROPRIATIONS
PACKAGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates funding for various
commissions and projects. Specifically, the
legislation authorizes $600 million in new
bonds for K-12 capital construction projects,
$575 million for municipal infrastructure
projects and loans to develop “open spaces”
within the Public Works Commission, and
$196 million in new bond sales for the Ohio
Expositions Commission to facilitate events
related to the state fair. In total, the package
greenlights over $1.3 billion in special projects,
much of it funded through bonds and loans. As
hardworking Ohioans face persistent inflation
and high costs, lawmakers should refrain from
exorbitant spending initiatives that further
burden taxpayers and benefit government-
preferred interests. The Ohio Senate passed
the bill, 30-2, on February 28, 2024. The Ohio
House passed it in 2023.




Ohio 2024 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 158

STREAMLINED COSMETOLOGY LICENSING
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill enacts common-sense licensing
reforms for barbering and cosmetology.
Specifically, the legislation eliminates the
existing separate licenses for barbering and
cosmetology and creates a single $250 license
for both professions. Thisis a $750 licensing fee
reduction for barbering. Additionally, the bill
eliminates two existing inspection and student
registration fees. While not transformational,
onerous occupational licensing schemes create
barriers to entry that have an outsized impact
on lower-income populations. These measures
provide much-needed relief for entrepreneurs
and hard-working Ohioans. The Ohio House
passed the bill, 91-0, on June 12, 2024. The
Ohio Senate passed it, 31-0, on May 22, 2024.

HB 226
INCENTIVIZING INCREASED UTILITY
COSTS
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill authorizes waterworks companies

to replace and reimburse lead water pipes

during routine and emergency maintenance.
Specifically, the legislation authorizes the nine
waterworks entities under the supervision of
the Public Utilities Commission to replace
lead water pipes and then pass the costs on
to customers without warning. Additionally,
the bill authorizes waterworks companies to
reimburse customers who choose to replace
their lead pipes on their own volition. This
will increase water rates and utility costs for
customers as utilities are unlikely to eat the
costs of both replacement and reimbursement.
The Ohio House passed the bill, 78-15, on
February 7, 2024. The Ohio Senate passed it,
31-0, on June 26, 2024.

HB 238

STATE BOARD AND LICENSING REFORMS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill implements numerous changes to
various licensing arrangements while abolishing
myriad state boards and commissions.
Specifically, the legislation abolishes 33 state-
funded advisory groups, boards, councils, and
commissions. Further, the bill prohibits the

Board of Architects from charging a fee to

obtain a certificate to practice architecture,
eliminates onerous real estate licensing
requirements, reduces numerous inspection
fees, and expands the scope of practice for
cosmetology. These reforms reduce barriers
to entry for numerous professions, limit
onerous fees, and eliminate unnecessary state
bureaucracies. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 66-28, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it, 24-7, on December 11, 2024.

HB 315

CRONY TAX CREDIT OMNIBUS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill packages numerous tax carveouts with
expanded powers for townships. Specifically,
the legislation prohibits the Department
of Development from considering whether
a historic renovation credit will benefit an
economically “distressed” area as part of its
approval process, provides for a sales tax
carveout for construction material related
to professional sports facilities, expands the
Ohio Opportunity Zone tax credit exemption
to include new taxes, authorizes townships

to levy new entertainment fees at selected




Ohio 2024 | Senate Vote Descriptions

venues, and increases tax increment financing
districts (TIF) for 15 years. These provisions
further distort the tax code and empower
municipalities to continue picking winners and
losers at the expense of hardworking families
and households. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 76-7, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it, 27-1, on the same day.

SB 54

CRONY SPENDING AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates significant funding for
government employee pay raises and advances
numerous crony economic development
initiatives. Specifically, the legislation earmarks
$40.6 million for across-the-board meritless
pay raises for government employees at the
Department of Job and Family Services and
the Department of Corrections. Additionally,
the bill implements a $2 million bond to
fund government-subsidized television and
radio, expands the crony Sports Event Grant
Program to include international organizations

and events as eligible to receive subsidies,

and locks in the Ohio River Commission to
receive and disburse grants for tourism and
other economic development efforts specific to
the Ohio River. Lawmakers should not package
special favors and handouts to government-
preferred industries and special interests at
the expense of hardworking Ohio families. The
Ohio House passed the bill, 77-17, on December
18, 2024. The Ohio Senate passed it, 29-1, on

the same day.
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Ohio 2024 | House Scorecard

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N N N Y Y N N Y N N

POINTS 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 7 6
Abdullahi, Munira HD-09 D 25% 21% - - - - X 5 - - 5 5 - X - 7 - 34
Abrams, Cindy HD-29 R 17% 39% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Baker, Rachel HD-27 D 17% 10% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Barhorst, Tim HD-85 R 29% 31% - - X 5 - 5 5 7 - - - 5 - - - 28
Bird, Adam HD-63 R 41% 37% - - 7 5 - 5 - 7 - 5 - 5 - 7 - 17
Blackshear, Willis HD-38 D 13% 14% - - - - - X - - - 5 - - - 7 - 91
Brennan, Sean HD-14 D 22% 1% - - - 5 - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 41
Brent, Juanita HD-22 D 23% 24% - - - - X 5 - - 5 5 - - - 7 - 40
Brewer, Darnell HD-18 D 18% 18% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - X - 7 - 59
Brown, Richard HD-05 D 24% 23% - X - - - 5 - - X 5 - X X 7 - 36
Callender, Jamie HD-57 R 18% 33% - - - - X 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 59
Carruthers, Sara HD-47 R 18% 37% - - - - - 5 - 7 X - - 5 - - - 59
Claggett, Thaddeus HD-68 R 57% 59% - - 7 5 - 5 5 7 - - - 5 10 7 6 13
Click, Gary HD-88 R 24% 24% - - - 5 - 5 X 7 - - 5 X - - - 36
Creech, Rodney HD-40 R 41% 30% - - 7 5 - 5 - 7 - - 5 5 - 7 - 17
Cross, Jon HD-83 R 13% 41% - - - - - X - 7 - - - 5 - - - 91
Cutrona, Alessandro HD-58 R n/a 38% - | | 5 - 5 - | | - | | | | -

Daniels, Jack HD-32 R 44% 44% - - - 5 | 5 | 7 - - - 5 10 7 - 16
Dean, Bill HD-71 R 89% 81% 12 10 7 5 6 5 - 5 - X 5 10 7 6 4
Dell' Aquila, Richard HD-15 D 12% 6% - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - 7 - 95
Demetriou, Steve HD-35 R 46% 32% - - - 5 - 5 X 7 - - 5 5 10 7 - 15




Ohio 2024 | House Scorecard (Continued)

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y N N N Y N N

POINTS 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 7 6
Denson, Sedrick HD-26 D n/a 21% - X - - - 5 - X X 5 X X X X -

Dobos, David HD-10 R 17% 18% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Edwards, Jay HD-94 R 22% 32% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Ferguson, Ron HD-96 R 100% 96% 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 7 6 1
Fischer, Tex HD-58 R n/a n/a | - | | | | | 7 X | - 5 10 - |

Forhan, Elliot HD-21 D 32% 28% - - - - 6 5 - 7 - 5 X - - 7 - 24
Fowler Arthur, Sarah HD-99 R 72% 56% - 10 7 5 - 5 5 7 - - 5 5 10 7 6 6
Ghanbari, Haraz HD-75 R 22% 33% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Grim, Michele HD-43 D 17% 9% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Gross, Jennifer HD-45 R 95% 86% 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 - 5 5 5 10 7 6 3
Hall, Thomas HD-46 R 39% 26% X - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - 5 5 - 7 - 20
Holmes, Adam HD-97 R 24% 44% - - 7 - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 36
Hoops, James HD-81 R 17% 39% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Hudson Hillyer, Brett HD-51 R 24% 33% - - 7 - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 36
Humphrey, Latyna HD-02 D 17% 17% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Isaacsohn, Dani HD-24 D 17% 17% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Jarrells, Dontavius HD-01 D 18% 21% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 X - - 7 - 59
John, Marilyn HD-76 R 22% 33% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Johnson, Mark HD-92 R 27% 22% - X - 5 - 5 X X X - - 5 X X - 32
Jones, Don HD-95 R 17% 34% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Kick, Darrell HD-98 R 61% 66% - - - 5 6 5 5 7 - - 5 5 10 7 6 n
King, Angela HD-84 R 62% 53% - - 7 5 - 5 7 - - 5 5 10 7 6 10




Ohio 2024 | House Scorecard (Continued)

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y N Y N

POINTS 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 7 6
Klopfenstein, Roy HD-82 R 22% 38% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - 5 5 - - - 41
Lampton, Brian HD-70 R 28% 23% - X - - - 5 - 7 X - - 5 - 7 - 30
LaRe, Jeff HD-73 R 22% 40% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Lear, Beth HD-61 R 72% 74% - 10 7 5 - 5 5 7 - - 5 5 10 7 6 6
Lipps, Scott HD-55 R 32% 40% - - - 5 - 5 5 7 - - 5 5 - - - 24
Liston, Beth HD-08 D 17% 26% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Lorenz, Brian HD-60 R 32% 44% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 10 - - 24
Loychik, Mike HD-65 R n/a 18% - X - 5 - X - X X - X X X X -
Manchester, Susan HD-78 R 25% 52% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - X - 7 - 34
Manning, Gayle HD-52 R 17% 33% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Mathews, Adam HD-56 R 22% 30% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
McClain, Riordan HD-87 R 71% 66% - 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 - - 5 5 10 - 6 8
McNally, Lauren HD-59 D 18% 17% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 X - - 7 - 59
Merrin, Derek HD-42 R 55% 60% - - - 5 6 5 - 7 5 - 5 5 10 7 - 14
Miller, Adam HD-06 D 19% 34% - - - - - 5 X - - 5 - X - 7 - 56
Miller, Joseph HD-53 D 32% 21% X - X X X 5 - 7 - X - - - 7 X 24
Miller, Kevin HD-69 R 22% 21% - - X X - 5 - 7 - X - 5 - - X 41
Miller, Melanie HD-67 R 22% 42% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Miranda, Jessica HD-28 D n/a 30% | | | | - | - | | | | | | | |
Mohamed, Ismail HD-03 D 21% 18% - X - - - 5 - - X 5 X - - 7 - 53
Oelslager, W. Scott HD-48 R 17% 34% - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - 69
Patton, Thomas HD-17 R 20% 27% - X - - - 5 - X - - - - - 54




Ohio 2024 | House Scorecard (Continued)

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N Y Y N Y N

POINTS 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 6
Pavliga, Gail HD-72 R 17% 20% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Peterson, Bob HD-91 R 27% 41% - - - 5 - X - 7 - - X 5 - 7 - 32
Piccolantonio, Beryl HD-04 D 17% 17% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Pizzulli, Justin HD-90 R 18% 21% - - - X - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 59
Plummer, Phil HD-39 R 34% 38% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - 5 5 - 7 - 22
Powell, Jena HD-80 R 100% 91% 12 10 7 5 6 X X 7 5 5 X 5 10 7 6 1
Ray, Sharon HD-66 R 13% 17% - - - - - 5 - 7 X - - X - - - 91
Richardson, Tracy HD-86 R 22% 38% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Robb Blasdel, Monica HD-79 R 17% 28% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Robinson, Phil HD-19 D 18% 28% - - - - X 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 59
Roemer, Bill HD-31 R 22% 38% - - - 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 41
Rogers, Elgin HD-44 D 18% 13% - - - 5 - X - - - 5 - - - 7 - 59
Russo, Allison HD-07 D 17% 25% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Santucci, Nick HD-64 R n/a 18% - X - 5 - 5 5 X X - X X X X -
Schmidt, Jean HD-62 R 16% 19% - - - 5 - 5 - X - - - 5 - - - 90
Seitz, Bill HD-30 R 17% 38% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Sims, Veronica HD-33 D 18% 18% - - - - X 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 59
Skindell, Michael HD-13 D 22% 25% - - - - - 5 - - 5 5 - - - 7 - 41
Somani, Anita HD-11 D 13% 15% - - - - - X - - X 5 - - - 7 - 91
Stein, Dick HD-54 R 17% 36% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Stephens, Jason HD-93 R 17% 34% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Stewart, Brian HD-12 R 39% 41% - - - 5 - 5 5 7 - - 5 5 - 7 - 20




Ohio 2024 | House Scorecard (Continued)

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N N N N Y N Y N N N Y N N

POINTS 12 10 7 5 6 5 5 7 5 5 5 5 10 7 6
Stoltzfus, Reggie HD-50 R 63% 72% - - 7 5 6 5 5 7 X - X 5 10 7 - 9
Swearingen, D.J. HD-89 R 29% 40% - - 7 5 - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 28
Sweeney, Bride HD-16 D 20% 18% - - - - - X - 7 - 5 - - - 7 - 54
Thomas, Cecil HD-25 D 28% 18% - - - 5 - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 6 30
Thomas, Jim HD-49 R 17% 18% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Troy, Daniel HD-23 D 17% 1% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 - - - 7 - 69
Upchurch, Terrence HD-20 D 18% 18% - - - - - 5 - - - 5 X - - 7 - 59
Weinstein, Casey HD-34 D 19% 18% - - - - X 5 - - - 5 X - - 7 - 56
White, Andrea HD-36 R 17% 29% - - - - - 5 - 7 - - - 5 - - - 69
Whitted, Jodi HD-28 D 19% 19% - - - - X 5 X - - 5 - - - 7 - 56
Wiggam, Scott HD-77 R 76% 68% - 10 7 5 - 5 5 7 X - 5 5 10 7 6 5
Williams, Josh HD-41 R 34% 34% - - 7 5 - 5 - 7 - - 5 5 - - - 22
Willis, Bernard HD-74 R 58% 68% 12 - X 5 - 5 5 7 X - 5 5 - 7 - 12
Young, Tom HD-37 R 40% 27% - X - 5 - 5 - 7 X - 5 5 - - 19
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Ohio 2024 | House Vote Descriptions

HB 2
PROFLIGATE APPROPRIATIONS SPENDING
BINGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates significant capital spending
for the FY2025-FY2026 biennium. Specifically,
the legislation appropriates $3.51 billion in
capital appropriations for myriad government
programs, including $390 million in subsidies
for universities and colleges, nearly $500 million
in state capitol renovations and government-
sponsored construction initiatives, and $54
million to a commission to subsidize professional
sports facilities. Additionally, the bill appropriates
$717 million in “one-time” community investment
earmarks and authorizes the Department of
Administrative Services (DAS) to implement pay
parity between unionized and non-unionized
employees. Hardworking Ohioans burdened by
persistent inflation and high costs should not
be subjected to a state government fixated on
subsidizing special interests with their hard-
earned money. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 92-5, on June 26, 2024. The Ohio Senate
passed it, 31-1, on the same day.

X CFGFOUNDATION

HB 7
SIGNIFICANT WELFARE EXPANSION
PACKAGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill expands several welfare programs in
Ohio. Specifically, the legislation authorizes
the Department of Health to implement
strategies to maximize participation in the
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC) federal welfare
program and expand mental health and family
therapy services within the state Medicaid
program. Nearly half of all state and federal
spending in Ohio is now dedicated to an ever-
expanding and fraudulent Medicaid program.
WIC is a $5.7 billion state-administered
and federally-funded welfare program that
subsidizes food purchases for low-income
households. Lawmakers should move people
out of dependency and off government welfare
programs instead of expanding the reach of
failed initiatives that facilitate cycles of poverty
and despondency. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 82-8, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it, 31-0, on the same day.
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HB 24
NEW HEALTH INSURANCE MANDATE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill further expands the Medicaid program
in Ohio and institutes new health insurance
mandates. Specifically, the legislation mandates
that health benefit plans and Medicaid cover
biomarker testing for their enrollees, further
subsidizing health services that will inevitably
increase premiums and increase the Medicaid
program’s spending baseline. Since the
implementation of Obamacare in 2013, health
insurance mandates have doubled or, in some
cases, tripled insurance premiums. Lawmakers
should focus on moving Ohioans toward a
patient-centered, free-market approach to
healthcare instead of imposing new cost-driving
mandates that benefit massive corporate and
government bureaucracies. The Ohio House
passed the bill, 77-17, on June 26, 2024. The
Ohio Senate did not take it up.
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HB 79

GREEN NEW DEAL ENERGY PUSH

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill authorizes Ohio utilities to implement
new green energy programs. Specifically, the
legislation provides for utilities to reestablish
costly and unreliable “energy efficiency”
programs with requirements that such efforts
include cost offsets for low-income households
at or below 200 percent of the federal poverty
level and adhere to “cost caps” on utility rates.
While these programs provide for customer
“opt-outs,” the process requires customers
to notify the public utility companies of their
desire not to participate. While billed as a
voluntary effort, such pushes jeopardize the
integrity of the grid to make use of unreliable
green energy sources like wind and solar, while
inevitably increasing overall costs through
exorbitant subsidy schemes. Lawmakers should
not open the door to destructive Green New
Deal initiatives that will increase costs for
families and inevitably create burdensome
regulations in the private sector. The Ohio
House passed the bill, 50-46, on June 26, 2024.
The Ohio Senate did not take it up.
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HB 101

MEDICAID EXPANSION FOR DOULAS
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This omnibus bill expands Medicaid to doula
services. Medicaid spending per enrollee in
Ohio has increased exponentially since 2014,
when the state unwisely adopted Obamacare’s
Medicaid expansion to able-bodied adults.
Unfortunately, incremental expansions for
specific specialists and services guarantee
that these spending trends will continue as
taxpayers are coerced into subsidizing such
services. Since FY2015, total Medicaid spending
in Ohio has increased 65 percent from $23.5
billion to $38.8 billion. Lawmakers should
refrain from implementing policies that tether
Ohioans to a failed welfare program that drives
up overall costs for taxpayers and creates
poorer health outcomes for patients. The Ohio
House passed the bill, 82-9, on January 10,
2024. The Ohio Senate passed it in 2023.

HB 158
STREAMLINED COSMETOLOGY LICENSING
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill enacts common-sense licensing
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reforms for barbering and cosmetology.
Specifically, the legislation eliminates the
existing separate licenses for barbering and
cosmetology and creates a single $250 license
for both professions. Thisis a $750 licensing fee
reduction for barbering. Additionally, the bill
eliminates two existing inspection and student
registration fees. While not transformational,
onerous occupational licensing schemes create
barriers to entry that have an outsized impact
on lower-income populations. These measures
provide much-needed relief for entrepreneurs
and hard-working Ohioans. The Ohio House
passed the bill, 91-0, on June 12, 2024. The
Ohio Senate passed it, 31-0, on May 22, 2024.

HB 226

INCENTIVIZING INCREASED UTILITY
COSTS

(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill authorizes waterworks companies
to replace and reimburse lead water pipes
during routine and emergency maintenance.
Specifically, the legislation authorizes the nine
waterworks entities under the supervision of

the Public Utilities Commission to replace
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lead water pipes and then pass the costs on
to customers without warning. Additionally,
the bill authorizes waterworks companies to
reimburse customers who choose to replace
their lead pipes on their own volition. This
will increase water rates and utility costs for
customers as utilities are unlikely to eat the
costs of both replacement and reimbursement.
The Ohio House passed the bill, 78-15, on
February 7, 2024. The Ohio Senate passed it,
31-0, on June 26, 2024.

HB 238

STATE BOARD AND LICENSING REFORMS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill implements numerous changes to
various licensing arrangements while abolishing
myriad state boards and commissions.
Specifically, the legislation abolishes 33 state-
funded advisory groups, boards, councils, and
commissions. Further, the bill prohibits the
Board of Architects from charging a fee to
obtain a certificate to practice architecture,
eliminates onerous real estate licensing

requirements, reduces numerous inspection
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fees, and expands the scope of practice for
cosmetology. These reforms reduce barriers
to entry for numerous professions, limit
onerous fees, and eliminate unnecessary state
bureaucracies. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 66-28, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it, 24-7, on December 11, 2024.

HB 315

CRONY TAX CREDIT OMNIBUS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill packages numerous tax carveouts with
expanded powers for townships. Specifically,
the legislation prohibits the Department
of Development from considering whether
a historic renovation credit will benefit an
economically “distressed” area as part of its
approval process, provides for a sales tax
carveout for construction material related
to professional sports facilities, expands the
Ohio Opportunity Zone tax credit exemption
to include new taxes, authorizes townships
to levy new entertainment fees at selected
venues, and increases tax increment financing

districts (TIF) for 15 years. These provisions
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further distort the tax code and empower
municipalities to continue picking winners and
losers at the expense of hardworking families
and households. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 76-7, on December 18, 2024. The Ohio

Senate passed it, 27-1, on the same day.

HB 349

NEW MUNICIPAL ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill establishes a new loan program for
natural gas pipelines. Specifically, the legislation
creates the EnergizeOhio Loan Program that
authorizes municipalities and other entities to
borrow taxpayer money to purchase or lease
easements for natural gas pipelines within
Department of Development-designated
“energize zones.” The bill appropriates $20
million in initial loan authority and authorizes
bonds for the acquisition of new pipelines
under two existing programs. While natural
gas is a reliable and affordable form of
energy, lawmakers should not subsidize such
infrastructure development that benefits well-

connected entities and imposes moral hazard
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on hardworking families through new bond-
and-loan schemes. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 63-34, on June 26, 2024. The Ohio Senate
did not take it up.

HB 469

NEW CRONY OHIO RIVER COMMISSION
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill establishes a new government
commission to dole out grants and loans.
Specifically, the legislation creates the Ohio
River Commission to receive and disburse grants
for tourism and other economic development
efforts specific to the Ohio River. While the
bill does not establish an initial appropriations
amount, it does authorize the commission to
seek out federal loans and grants outside of
state legislative funding. Tourism and other
travel promotion efforts are best left to the
free market. Lawmakers should not create
new taxpayer-backed entities that benefit
government-preferred special interests at the
expense of taxpayers and families. The Ohio
House passed the bill, 66-20, on December
4,2024. The Ohio Senate did not take it up.
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SB 6

PROHIBITION ON TAXPAYER-FINANCED
ESG INVESTMENTS

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill prevents the public employees’
retirement board, which is responsible for
managing the portfolios of taxpayer-funded
pensions, from abandoning its fiduciary duty
in favor of a political agenda. Specifically, the
legislation requires the state board charged
with overseeing the nearly $106 billion in
Ohio’s pension system to make investment
decisions with the sole purpose of maximizing
shareholder value as opposed to prioritizing
woke Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG) practices. The Ohio House passed the
bill, 62-27, on December 10, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it in 2023.

SB 54

CRONY SPENDING AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates significant funding for

government employee pay raises and advances
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numerous crony economic development
initiatives. Specifically, the legislation earmarks
$40.6 million for across-the-board meritless
pay raises for government employees at the
Department of Job and Family Services and
the Department of Corrections. Additionally,
the bill implements a $2 million bond to
fund government-subsidized television and
radio, expands the crony Sports Event Grant
Program to include international organizations
and events as eligible to receive subsidies,
and locks in the Ohio River Commission to
receive and disburse grants for tourism and
other economic development efforts specific to
the Ohio River. Lawmakers should not package
special favors and handouts to government-
preferred industries and special interests at
the expense of hardworking Ohio families. The
Ohio House passed the bill, 77-17, on December
18, 2024. The Ohio Senate passed it, 29-1, on

the same day.
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SB 75

SIGNIFICANT MUNICIPAL TAX EXPANSION
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill expands the ability of municipalities
to impose new taxes on residents. Specifically,
the legislation authorizes the creation of joint
economic development districts (JEDDSs)
composed solely of municipal governments
if such subdivisions meet minimal economic
distress criteria and are near one another. JEDDs
allow for the imposition of new income taxes
on residents for crony economic development
purposes and are overseen by an unaccountable
board. Hardworking Ohioans should not face
the prospect of new burdensome taxes to fund
projects for politically well-connected entities
while they struggle with persistent inflation and
high costs of living. The Ohio House rejected
the bill, 40-55, on December 18, 2024. The
Ohio Senate passed it in 2023.

SB 117
WASTEFUL WELFARE SLUSH FUND
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill continues Ohio’s foray into cradle-to-
grave government initiatives. Specifically, the
legislation appropriates $2 million to support
the Prenatal-to-Five Early Childhood to Post-
Secondary Regional Partnerships Program. This
program is designed to distribute taxpayer-
subsidized grants to “regional partners” to
support improved economic and educational
outcomes for low-income populations.
These grants are distributed to pre-K early
education centers, K-12 schools, and workforce
development organizations. This program is
little more than a wealth transfer from taxpayers
to government-preferred organizations. There
is no evidence that the program provides any
additional benefits that existing and exorbitant
taxpayer-funded government schools and
economic development initiatives already
ostensibly provide. The Ohio House passed
the bill, 85-12, on June 26, 2024. The Ohio
Senate passed it in 2023.
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