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State Scorecards are created by the Club for Growth Foundation to educate the public 

about the voting records of the legislators who serve in state legislatures.  This is part of 

a larger scorecard project that the Club for Growth Foundation has created to educate 

the public about the economic positions taken by legislators in states across the country.

Club for Growth Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization focused on educating the public about the value of 

free markets, pro-growth policies, and economic prosperity.

THE FOUNDATION 

EDUCATES THE 

PUBLIC ABOUT PRO-

GROWTH POLICIES.

THE FOUNDATION 

CONDUCTS 

COMPREHENSIVE 

EXAMINATIONS OF 

VOTING RECORDS.

THE FOUNDATION’S 

GOAL IS TO INFORM 

THE PUBLIC AND 

BRING AWARENESS 

TO LAWMAKERS.

Our
Mission
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Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public 

can monitor the actions and the voting behavior of Montana’s elected state 

lawmakers on economic growth issues.
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The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an 

Economic Growth Score on a scale of 0 to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:

• Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

• Limited government through limited spending and budget reform

• Regulatory reform and deregulation

• Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform

• Expanding school choice

• Implementing term limits

Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session.

 

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.

This scorecard is based on selected 

votes of importance to the Foundation, 

and does not include the complete 

voting record of any legislator. There 

are inherent limitations in judging the 

overall qualifications of any legislator 

based on a selected voting record, and 

the Foundation does not endorse or 

oppose any legislator for public office.
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“Through the release 

of this series, the Club 

for Growth Foundation 

is looking at how state 

legislatures perform in 

terms of pro-growth 

policies. We believe 

that this scorecard will 

help inform citizens and 

entrepreneurs about who 

supports the policies that 

are good for economic 

prosperity.”

- DAVID McINTOSH 
   PRESIDENT, 

   CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION 

The Foundation’s study examined over 5,500 

floor votes and, in the end, included 20 Montana 

House votes and 19 Montana Senate votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of 0 to 100. 

Each vote or action in the rating is assigned 

a certain number of points depending on its 

relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a 

correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with 

that number. If a lawmaker casts an incorrect 

vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with 

a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted – 

signified as an “X” on the scorecard – though 

the Foundation reserves the right to do so 

if, in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was 

otherwise discernible. If a lawmaker was not 

officially sworn into office at the time of a vote, 

the scorecard will denote that vote with an “I”.

To provide some additional guidance concerning 

the scores, each lawmaker was ranked. Aside 

from ties, lawmakers with 0% scores are, by 

default, ranked #100 in the House and #50 

in the Senate if all lawmakers are present. 

Scores and ranks cannot be directly compared 

between the House and Senate, as different 

votes were taken in each chamber. If applicable, 

the study also records a “Lifetime Score” for 

each lawmaker. This is a simple average of the 

scores from 2025 and all previous years where 

the lawmaker earned a score.

 

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present 

for enough votes for a meaningful score or 

ranking to be computed. In such cases, “n.a.” 

for “not applicable” appears. In computing 

lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead 

of a score are not included. Comparing such 

scores to other members without “n.a.” years 

may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the 

Montana House and Montana Senate and 

legislative actions is just that. It cannot account 

for a lawmaker’s work in committee, advocacy in 

his party’s caucus meetings, and effectiveness 

as a leader in advocating pro-growth policies.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS 

CONSIDERED IN 

MONTANA IN 2025

4 CFGFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG
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50 MEMBERS

32 Republicans

18 Democrats

0 Vacancies

Average Republican Score: 69%

Average Democrat Score: 4%

HIGHEST-RATED  

DEMOCRAT

Jonathan Windy Boy (SD-16)  |  14%

LOWEST-RATED  

DEMOCRATS

Mary Dunwell (SD-42)  |  0%

Janet Ellis (SD-41)  |  0%

HIGHEST-RATED  

REPUBLICAN

Kenneth Bogner (SD-18)  |  100%

LOWEST-RATED 

REPUBLICAN

Gayle Lammers (SD-21)  |  24%
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Montana 2025 | Senate Scorecard

Beard, Becky SD-38 R 93% 91% 10 - 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 5

Bogner, Kenneth SD-18 R 100% 92% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 1

Boldman, Ellie SD-47 D 2% 9% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Cu�e, Mike SD-01 R 41% 65% - - - 2 2 3 10 - - 2 X X 8 - - - 4 - 4 26

Curdy, Willis SD-49 D 2% 10% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Dunwell, Mary SD-42 D 0% 8% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 49

Ellis, Janet SD-41 D 0% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 49

Ellsworth, Jason SD-43 R 42% 68% 10 - - 2 2 3 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - 5 - 24

Emrich, Daniel SD-11 R 98% 95% 10 3 5 2 - 3 10 4 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 2

Esp, John SD-29 R 93% 85% 10 - 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 5

Fern, Dave SD-02 D 4% 12% - - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 37

Flowers, Pat SD-31 D 2% 10% - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 41

Fuller, John SD-04 R 84% 86% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 - 15

Galt, Wylie SD-39 R 72% 79% 10 3 - 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 - - 8 5 10 4 4 - 4 20

Gillespie, Bruce SD-09 R 42% 63% - - - 2 2 - 10 - 5 2 - 8 - - - 4 - 5 4 24

Glimm, Carl SD-03 R 92% 91% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 7

Harvey, Derek SD-37 D 4% 6% - - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 37

Hayman, Denise SD-32 D 2% 9% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Hertz, Greg SD-07 R 63% 78% 10 3 - 2 2 3 10 - 5 X 6 - 8 5 - 4 4 - - 21

Hunter, Gregg SD-15 R 31% 31% - - - 2 2 3 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - - 4 29

Kassmier, Joshua SD-13 R 28% 54% - - - 2 2 - 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - - 4 31
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Montana 2025 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

Kerr-Carpenter, Emma SD-23 D 2% 13% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Lammers, Gayle SD-21 R 24% 24% - - - 2 2 - 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - - - 32

Lenz, Dennis SD-25 R 85% 85% 10 - 5 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 - 4 5 4 14

Loge, Denley SD-45 R 45% 60% - - - 2 2 3 10 - - 2 - 8 - 5 - 4 - 5 4 23

Mandeville, Forrest SD-28 R 92% 89% 10 - - 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 7

Manzella, Theresa SD-44 R 73% 89% 10 3 - 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 - 8 - 10 4 4 - 4 19

McGillvray, Tom SD-26 R 83% 88% 10 - 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 8 8 5 - 4 4 5 4 16

McKamey, Wendy SD-12 R 32% 49% - - - 2 2 - 10 4 - 2 - 8 - - - 4 - - - 28

Morigeau, Jacinda SD-46 D 2% 2% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Morigeau, Shane SD-50 D 13% 13% - - - 2 - - 10 X - - - - - - - - - - - 34

Neumann, Cora SD-30 D 5% 5% - 3 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 35

Noland, Mark SD-06 R 88% 86% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 11

Novak, Sara SD-36 D 4% 4% - - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 37

Olsen, Andrea SD-48 D 5% 8% - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - 35

Phalen, Bob SD-17 R 87% 90% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 - 4 12

Pope, Christopher SD-33 D 2% 6% - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 41

Regier, Matt SD-05 R 92% 88% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 7

Ricci, Vince SD-27 R 77% 80% 10 3 X X X 3 10 - 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 - 4 - 4 18

Smith, Laura SD-40 D 3% 5% - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 40

Tempel, Russel SD-14 R 33% 51% - - - 2 2 - 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - 5 4 27

Tezak, Tony SD-35 R 83% 83% 10 3 - 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 16

Trebas, Jeremy SD-10 R 97% 92% 10 3 5 2 2 - 10 4 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 3
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Montana 2025 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

Usher, Barry SD-19 R 91% 88% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 X 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 - 4 - 4 10

Vance, Shelley SD-34 R 31% 54% - - - 2 2 3 10 - - 2 - 8 - - - - - - 4 29

Vinton, Sue SD-20 R 96% 83% 10 3 5 2 2 3 10 - 5 2 6 8 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 4

Webber, Susan SD-08 D 2% 7% - - - 2 - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - 41

Windy Boy, Jonathan SD-16 D 14% 9% - - - 2 - - 10 - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 33

Yakawich, Michael SD-24 R 48% 54% 10 - - 2 2 - 10 - - 2 6 - 8 - - 4 - - 4 22

Zolnikov, Daniel SD-22 R 87% 80% 10 3 - 2 2 3 10 4 5 2 6 - 8 5 10 4 4 5 4 12
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Montana 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions
HB 2

MASSIVE BUDGET BLOWOUT 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill allocates spending for the annual 

budget. Specifically, the legislation appropriates 

$16.6 billion in total spending for the FY2026-

27 fiscal biennium, a 16.1 percent increase over 

the previous biennial budget. Furthermore, 

the package includes $225 million in increased 

Medicaid spending for reimbursement 

payments and federal match rate increases 

to accommodate the Obamacare expansion 

population, over $100 million in meritless across-

the-board K-12 teacher pay raises, codifies 

expanded government employee benefits, 

includes $24 million for an executive branch 

employee retention program, and locks in new 

funding streams for permanent state welfare 

infrastructure. While the budget includes 

the bare minimum of property tax relief for 

hardworking Montanans, lawmakers should 

not impose additional burdens on families by 

raising ever-increasing spending baselines for 

government programs. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 66-34, on April 30, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 27-23, on April 23, 

2025.

HB 9 

WASTEFUL CULTURAL GRANT 

APPROPRIATIONS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill appropriates spending for the Montana 

Arts Council. Specifically, the legislation 

allocates over $950,000 for “cultural and 

aesthetic” grants over the fiscal biennium, 

an increase of 71 percent from the previous 

biennium. Government funding for the arts 

should not exist, and this program should be 

zeroed out. Private funding and philanthropy 

are more than sufficient to maintain the arts. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 68-32, on 

April 28, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 

32-18, on April 23, 2025.

HB 162

EXPANDED GOVERNMENT HOUSING TAX 

SCHEME 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands the authorized use of resort 

taxes. Specifically, the legislation provides 

that the 3 percent state-authorized resort tax 

can be used to fund new government housing 

developments. Additionally, the bill provides 

a carveout for resort communities established 

before January 1, 2025, to impose an additional 

1 percent tax. Lawmakers should refrain from 

policies that further entrench the government 

in the housing market. Such policies drive up 

overall housing costs, impose new pressures on 

state and local governments to raise spending 

baselines, and create prospective moral hazards 

for taxpayers. The Montana House passed the 

bill, 82-17, on April 11, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 35-14, on April 4, 2025.



MONTANA

HOUSE 

VOTE 

DESCRIPTIONS

MONTANA

HOUSE

VOTES

MONTANA

HOUSE

SNAPSHOT

ABOUT THE 

FOUNDATION

METHODOLOGY

 2025 MONTANA

MONTANA

SENATE 

SNAPSHOT

MONTANA

SENATE 

VOTES

MONTANA

SENATE 

VOTE 

DESCRIPTIONS

10 CFGFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

Montana 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 270

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY REFORMS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements new guidelines for the 

state’s environmental regulatory framework. 

Specifically, the legislation introduces new 

public-comment requirements for greenhouse-

gas regulatory efforts and bars courts from 

vacating approved permits without considering 

economic impacts and public-interest concerns. 

Lawmakers should continue to push back 

against an absurd state court opinion that blocks 

prior legislative efforts to prohibit the state 

from considering greenhouse gas emissions 

in environmental reviews. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 64-33, on April 15, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 44-5, on April 4, 

2025.

HB 291 

MITIGATING ENVIRONMENTAL 

OVERREACH 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill constrains the Montana Department 

of Environmental Quality. Specifically, the 

legislation prohibits the department from 

adopting more stringent regulations regarding 

emissions and air pollutants than federal 

standards established under the Clean Air 

Act. This important reform prevents unelected 

bureaucrats from implementing a destructive 

green-energy regime on hardworking 

Montanans in the service of radical climate 

dogma. The Montana House passed the bill, 61-

38, on February 18, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 30-19, on April 4, 2025.

HB 313 

PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL GRANTS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill allocates new taxpayer resources 

for public swimming pools. Specifically, the 

legislation expands the definition of local 

government to include tribal governments and 

creates a Public Swimming School Infrastructure 

Account within the Department of Commerce. 

The bill appropriates $5 million to this account 

for FY2026, with a per-project cap of $500,000 

and a requirement that at least $1 in value be 

delivered for every $1 in grant funds. It should 

go without saying that hardworking Montanans 

should not have their tax dollars spread across 

the state to pay for local politicians’ pet swimming 

pool projects. The Montana House passed the 

bill, 63-35, on April 5, 2025. The Montana Senate 

rejected it, 25-25, on April 23, 2025.

HB 337 

SIGNIFICANT INCOME TAX REFORM 

PACKAGE 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements state tax reforms. 

Specifically, the legislation raises the income 

thresholds for the existing tax brackets in 

FY2026, with the threshold for single filers rising 

from $20,500 to $47,500 and for married joint 

filers from $41,000 to $95,000. This threshold 

increases again in FY2027 from $47,500 to 

$65,000 for single filers and from $95,000 

to $130,000 for married joint filers. Income 

below those thresholds is taxed at 4.7 percent, 

and income above is taxed at a reduced rate 

of 5.65 percent in FY2026 and 5.4 percent in 

FY2027, down from a previous top rate of 5.9 

percent. Additionally, the bill adjusts the bracket 
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Montana 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions

thresholds based on inflation data beginning in 

FY2028. Estimates suggest that these reforms 

will reduce the tax burden on Montanans by 

over $750 million through FY2029. While the 

bill also includes a misguided increase in the 

state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) welfare-

matching program from 10 percent of the federal 

credit to 20 percent, it puts Montana on a stronger 

footing for overall economic growth. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 55-40, on April 2, 2025. 

The Montana Senate passed it, 34-16, on April 

22, 2025.

HB 509 

EXPANDED TEACHER LOAN PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands an existing loan repayment 

program for K-12 government school teachers. 

Specifically, the legislation expands eligibility 

for the Quality Educator Loan Assistance 

Program to include all teachers in statewide 

government schools, with priority given to newly 

hired teachers in so-called “impact” schools 

experiencing shortages. Total funding for the 

loan subsidy program over the previous biennium 

was $600,000, with eligible teachers receiving up 

to $17,000 in subsidies over a four-year period. 

Hardworking Montanans should not be forced to 

subsidize individuals who choose to take out loans 

for a specific profession to satisfy the whims of 

unelected central planners in state government. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 67-31, on 

March 5, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 

38-10, on April 14, 2025.

HB 551 

EXPANDED WELFARE PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands an existing welfare program. 

Specifically, the legislation appropriates an 

additional $600,000 in funding for both FY2026 

and FY2027 to schools through the Superintendent 

of Public Instruction’s office to eliminate reduced-

price “co-pays” in the federal school lunch welfare 

program. Additionally, the bill imposes a fake cap 

for the program, creating an explicit loophole that 

allows the superintendent to request additional 

appropriations as needed. Estimates suggest that 

the program’s expansion will cost an additional 

$3 million through FY2029. This $17 billion federal 

welfare program increasingly subsidizes all 

student meals, regardless of household income, 

mostly benefits non-teacher administrators, and 

enables nutritionally dubious food at the expense 

of hardworking taxpayers. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 68-30, on April 5, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 28-22, on April 22, 

2025. Governor Gianforte vetoed the bill.

HB 703 

PROHIBITING EXCESSIVE APPLIANCE 

REGULATIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill prohibits the Montana Environmental 

Protection Act (MEPA) from analyzing 

greenhouse gas emissions from common 

household appliances when it comes to state, 

county, or municipal building codes. Specifically, 

the legislation constrains MEPA’s ability to impose 

onerous green-energy restrictions on gas stoves, 

air conditioners, dishwashers, showerheads, and 

other common appliances that use natural gas or 

other reliable fuel sources. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 61-37, on April 18, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 36-12, on April 11, 2025.
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Montana 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 863 

BIG GOVERNMENT OMNIBUS PACKAGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill directs money toward state employees 

and creates a revenue floor for property taxes. 

Specifically, the legislation implements a market 

wage study to determine taxpayer funding levels 

for state government employees, incentivizing 

appropriations to align with private-sector 

wages, and allocating $25.8 million in retention 

payments to government bureaucrats over the 

biennium. Additionally, the bill establishes a 

revenue floor for class four residential properties 

in the state, requiring the tax rate to generate at 

least $452 million in revenue from hardworking 

Montanans. Lawmakers should focus on reducing 

bureaucracy, lowering spending baselines, and 

providing lasting tax relief instead of creating 

statutes that expand government and dictate 

minimum taxpayer resources to flow to the 

government. The Montana House passed the bill, 

55-45, on April 30, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 28-21, on April 25, 2025.

HB 880 

NEW MEDICAID SLUSH FUND 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new Medicaid emergency 

“stabilization” fund in Montana. Specifically, the 

legislation authorizes a new stabilization slush 

fund to offset future “budget shortfalls” when 

funding fails to cover claims under the state’s costly 

and destructive Medicaid expansion. The bill is 

estimated to transfer at least $58.2 million to the 

Medicaid “stabilization” fund through FY2029. Total 

Medicaid spending has more than doubled since 

Montana’s ill-advised expansion of the program in 

2015 and has directly caused hospital and nursing 

home closures. Further, enrollment in Medicaid is 

more than double initial estimates, and over 20 

percent of state residents are now enrolled in this 

fraud-prone welfare program. Lawmakers should 

focus on moving Montanans off Medicaid and 

constraining spending, rather than creating new 

slush funds to keep massive welfare programs 

afloat when the state spends more than it takes in. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 57-41, on April 

5, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 31-18, on 

April 25, 2025. Governor Gianforte vetoed the bill.

HB 924 

MASSIVE GOVERNMENT SPENDING BINGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a massive state trust fund to direct 

significant taxpayer funding toward government 

projects. Specifically, the legislation establishes 

the Growth and Opportunity Trust Fund, which 

transfers some $930 million from general funds 

and capital accounts over the next four years 

into six separate accounts to subsidize special 

initiatives. Among these initiatives is at least $335 

million for state pensions, at least $146 million in 

government housing subsidies and loan programs, 

and another $10 million to bolster the state’s child 

care subsidy program. This massive spending 

binge establishes a permanent state welfare 

infrastructure without commensurate offsets in 

the underlying general fund spending baseline and 

does so at the expense of families burdened by 

persistent inflation and high costs. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 60-39, on April 29, 2025. 

The Montana Senate passed it, 27-23, on April 

24, 2025.
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Montana 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 953

SABOTAGING DIRECT PRIMARY CARE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill implements a new service expansion 

in the state’s Medicaid program. Specifically, 

the legislation authorizes the Department of 

Public Health and Human Services to enter 

into direct primary care (DPC) contracts in the 

state Medicaid program, pending legislative 

appropriations. While the bill does not mandate 

the new expansion and requires the issuance of 

an 1115 waiver through the Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS), the fusion of Medicaid 

into DPC practices is a self-own sabotage of the 

DPC industry. The entire premise of DPC is to 

exclude government and corporate bureaucracies 

so that there is no barrier between patient and 

doctor. This anti-market approach not only 

undermines existing DPC practices but also lays 

the foundation for a socialist Medicaid-for-All 

approach that erases any aspect of healthcare 

freedom. It is an abomination. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 73-24, on April 8, 2025. 

The Montana Senate passed it, 28-22, on April 

24, 2025.

SB 62

TABLING MEDICAID EXPANSION 

TERMINATION 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill ends the state’s misguided Medicaid 

expansion to healthy adults. Specifically, the 

legislation terminates Montana’s Obamacare 

Medicaid expansion, effective September 1, 2025. 

Estimates suggest the bill will save taxpayers 

more than $4.4 billion in both federal and state 

spending through FY2029. Montana unwisely 

expanded the fraud-prone and costly Medicaid 

program to healthy adults in 2015, resulting in 

more than 20 percent of the state’s population 

enrolled in a welfare program known for its 

poor health outcomes. Lawmakers should 

focus on constraining Medicaid growth and 

moving Montanans toward a patient-centered, 

free-market healthcare model, rather than 

implementing policies that benefit government 

bureaucracies and foster cycles of dependence. 

The Montana Senate tabled the bill, 31-19, on 

February 11, 2025. The Montana House did not 

take it up.

SB 254

MOTION TO DISCHARGE TAXPAYER-FUNDED 

LOBBYING PROHIBITIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This discharge motion brings a prohibition on 

taxpayer-funded lobbying out of committee for 

a floor vote. Specifically, the legislation bans 

school districts and municipal governments 

from using taxpayer money to hire lobbyists or 

obtain membership in associations that lobby 

the state legislature. This common-sense reform 

protects hardworking households and families 

from funding their local taxpayer-funded political 

subdivisions to lobby for more taxpayer-backed 

benefits that ultimately harm or increase financial 

burdens on the very people they are supposed to 

serve. The Montana Senate rejected the motion, 

22-28, on March 5, 2025. The Montana House 

did not take it up.

SB 319 

MEDICAID EXPANSION FOR DOULAS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands Medicaid to doula services. 

Specifically, the legislation mandates that doula 
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services be covered by the state’s rapidly-

expanding and increasingly out-of-control 

Medicaid program. Estimates suggest that this 

service expansion will increase baseline state and 

federal Medicaid spending by at least $450,000 

annually beginning in FY2027. Incremental 

expansions for specific specialists and services 

ensure that the state’s exorbitant Medicaid 

spending trends will continue, as taxpayers 

are coerced into subsidizing niche services. 

Lawmakers should refrain from implementing 

policies that tether Montanans to a failed welfare 

program that drives up overall taxpayer costs and 

worsens patient health outcomes. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 54-46, on April 30, 2025. 

The Montana Senate passed it, 28-22, on the 

same day.

SB 326 

EXPANDED HOLLYWOOD TAX CARVEOUT 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill massively expands an existing tax 

credit scheme for the Montana film industry. 

Specifically, the legislation increases the cap for 

the Montana Economic Development Industry 

Advancement (MEDIA) tax credit from $12 million 

per year to $30 million. This is an immediate 150 

percent increase in taxpayer-backed credits to 

well-connected Hollywood insiders to subsidize 

production companies, movies, television shows, 

documentaries, and other media entities. 

Estimates suggest that this expansion will cost 

Montanans at least $17.5 million per year beginning 

in FY2026. The considerations of hardworking 

taxpayers burdened by persistently high inflation 

should not be secondary to the desires of the 

Hollywood elite. The Montana House passed the 

bill, 62-38, on April 25, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 31-19, on April 29, 2025.

SB 354

FOOD STAMP NUTRITIONAL RESTRICTIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill imposes new restrictions on the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP), better known as food stamps. 

Specifically, the legislation prohibits the use 

of food stamps to purchase sugary drinks and 

candy. These reforms are a positive step in 

ending taxpayer subsidies for junk food, which 

significantly contribute to rising obesity rates 

and healthcare costs. This kind of common-

sense reform will diminish long-term costs in 

both federal and state welfare programs. The 

Montana Senate passed the bill, 27-23, on March 

6, 2025. The Montana House did not take it up.



MONTANA

HOUSE 

VOTE 

DESCRIPTIONS

MONTANA

SENATE 

VOTE 

DESCRIPTIONS

ABOUT THE 

FOUNDATION

METHODOLOGY

 2025 MONTANA

MONTANA

SENATE 

SNAPSHOT

MONTANA

SENATE 

VOTES

MONTANA

HOUSE

SNAPSHOT

MONTANA

HOUSE

VOTES

100 MEMBERS

Montana
House
Snapshot

15 CFGFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

58 Republicans

42 Democrats

0 Vacancies

Average Republican Score: 69%

Average Democrat Score: 4%

HIGHEST-RATED  

DEMOCRAT

Mary Caferro (HD-81)  |  26%

LOWEST-RATED  

DEMOCRATS

26 Democrats scored 0%

HIGHEST-RATED  

REPUBLICANS

Caleb Hinkle (HD-68)  |  100%

Jedediah Hinkle (HD-67)  |  100%

Tom Millett (HD-2)  |  100%

LOWEST-RATED 

REPUBLICAN

Kenneth Walsh (HD-69)  |  18%
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Montana 2025 | House Scorecard
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Albus, Eric HD-028 R 35% 35% - - - 5 2 2 - 8 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - 4 - 46

Barker, Brad HD-055 R 37% 49% - - - - 2 2 3 8 10 - - - 2 2 - 8 - - - - 45

Baum, Denise HD-045 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Bedey, David HD-086 R 35% 58% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - 4 - 46

Bennett, Lyn HD-004 R 73% 73% - 3 5 5 2 2 - 8 10 - - 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 33

Bertoglio, Marta HD-075 R 33% 57% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - - 2 - - - - 4 - 50

Brewster, Larry HD-043 R 86% 80% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 X - 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 - 5 24

Buttrey, Edward HD-021 R 34% 57% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - 3 2 2 - - - - - - 49

Byrne, Ed HD-011 R 92% 92% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 - 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 13

Caferro, Mary HD-081 D 26% 15% - - 5 5 - - - - - - - - - 2 6 - 8 - - - 53

Carter, Bob HD-096 D 2% 5% - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 74

Close, Brian HD-065 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Cochran, Curtis HD-090 R 60% 60% - 3 5 - 2 2 - - 10 4 5 3 2 2 - 8 - 5 4 5 40

Cohenour, Jill HD-083 D 0% 3% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Crowe, Thedis HD-015 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - X - X - - - - - - - - 75

Cunningham, Melody HD-097 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Darling, Julie HD-084 R 41% 60% - - - - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - - 2 - 8 - - 4 5 43

DeMarois, Scott HD-071 D 6% 6% - - - - 2 2 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - 66

Deming, Lee HD-054 R 95% 82% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 6

Duram, Neil HD-001 R 65% 74% - - - - 2 2 3 8 10 4 - 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 - 38

Edwards, Becky HD-061 D 8% 8% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 - - - 65
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Elverum, Pete HD-082 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Essmann, Sherry HD-049 R 65% 74% 10 3 5 - 2 2 - - 10 - - 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 - 38

Etchart, Jodee HD-051 R 83% 81% 10 3 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 27

Falk, Terry HD-010 R 93% 94% 10 3 - 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 10

Fielder, Paul HD-014 R 95% 92% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 6

Fitzpatrick, Chip HD-042 D 0% 0% - - - - X X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Fitzpatrick, John HD-076 R 23% 42% - - 5 - 2 2 - - 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - - - 58

Fitzpatrick, Steve HD-024 R 91% 82% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 - 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 16

Fox, Mike HD-032 D 0% 11% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

France, Thomas HD-099 D 0% 2% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - 75

Fyant, Shelly HD-091 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Gillette, Jane HD-077 R 87% 89% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 - 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 23

Gist, Steve HD-025 R 66% 73% 10 - 5 - 2 2 X 8 X - X 3 2 2 6 X - - 4 5 36

Gregg, Randyn HD-078 R 66% 66% - 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 - 8 - - 4 5 36

Gri�th, Alanah HD-060 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Hawk, Donavon HD-072 D 16% 10% - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - X 6 - 8 - - - 61

Hinkle, Caleb HD-068 R 100% 96% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 1

Hinkle, Jedediah HD-067 R 100% 96% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 1

Howell, SJ HD-100 D 6% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - 66

Isaly, Jamie HD-058 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Jones, Llew HD-018 R 26% 53% - - - - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - - - 53

Joy, Denise HD-046 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Montana 2025 | House Scorecard (Continued)
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Karlen, Jonathan HD-098 D 5% 7% - - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 69

Kelly, Steven HD-009 R 95% 95% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 6

Keogh, Connie HD-092 D 0% 2% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Klakken, Shane HD-037 R 90% 90% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 17

Kmetz, Greg HD-036 R 93% 92% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 10

Kortum, Kelly HD-064 D 0% 2% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Lee, Marc HD-074 D 4% 4% - - - - 2 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 72

Ler, Brandon HD-033 R 72% 77% - 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 - - 4 5 34

Love, Kathy HD-085 R 90% 90% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 - 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 17

Lynch, Jennifer HD-073 D 4% 8% - - - - 2 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 72

Maness, Shannon HD-070 R 93% 93% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 10

Marler, Marilyn HD-094 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - 75

Marshall, Ron HD-087 R n/a 80% I I 5 I I 2 I - I X I X X I I I I I I I

Matthews, Eric HD-066 D 5% 6% - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 69

Mercer, Bill HD-052 R 90% 86% 10 - - 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 17

Millett, Tom HD-002 R 100% 100% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 1

Miner, Russel HD-026 R 40% 51% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 X - - 3 2 2 - 8 - - 4 - 44

Mitchell, Braxton HD-005 R 88% 83% 10 3 5 - 2 2 X 8 10 4 X 3 2 2 6 X 8 - 4 5 22

Moore, Valerie HD-029 R 23% 23% - - 5 - 2 2 - - 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - - - 58

Muszkiewicz, Luke HD-079 D 5% 5% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 - - 69

Nave, Fiona HD-056 R 95% 87% 10 - 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 X 4 5 6

Nelson, Terry HD-087 R 80% 80% 10 3 I - 2 I 3 I 10 I 5 I I 2 6 8 8 - 4 - 29

Montana 2025 | House Scorecard (Continued)
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Nicastro, Anthony HD-050 R 92% 92% 10 - 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 13

Nicol, Nelly HD-053 R 98% 92% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 4

Nikolakakos, George HD-022 R 24% 42% - - - - 2 2 3 - 10 - - 3 2 2 - - - - - - 56

Nikolakakos, Melissa HD-020 R 26% 26% - - 5 - 2 2 3 - 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - - - 53

Oblander, Greg HD-038 R 46% 50% - - 5 X 2 2 - 8 10 - - 3 2 2 6 - - - 4 - 41

Overstreet, Greg HD-088 R 82% 82% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 - - 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 - 5 28

Parry, Gary HD-035 R 30% 45% - - 5 - 2 2 - - 10 - - 3 2 2 - - - - 4 - 52

Powers, Debo HD-003 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Reavis, James HD-047 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Regier, Amy HD-006 R 98% 93% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 4

Reksten, Linda HD-013 R 33% 58% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - - 2 - - - - 4 - 50

Romano, Melissa HD-080 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Rosenzweig, Scott HD-057 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Running Wolf, Tyson HD-016 D 0% 0% - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Schillinger, Jerry HD-034 R 84% 86% 10 3 - - 2 2 3 8 10 - 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 26

Schomer, Curtis HD-048 R 43% 43% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 4 - 3 2 2 - - - - - 5 42

Schubert, Lukas HD-008 R 90% 90% 10 3 5 5 2 2 3 8 10 4 - 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 17

Seckinger, Joshua HD-062 D 15% 15% 10 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 62

Seekins-Crowe, Kerri HD-039 R 85% 83% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 - 5 3 2 2 6 8 X - 4 5 25

Sharp, Tracy HD-012 R 92% 92% 10 - 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 13

Smith, Frank HD-031 D 10% 17% - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 6 - - - - - 63

Sooktis, Jade HD-041 D 0% 0% - - - - X - - - - - - - - X - - - - - - 75

Montana 2025 | House Scorecard (Continued)
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Sprunger, Courtenay HD-007 R 68% 60% - 3 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 35

Stafman, Ed HD-059 D 0% 2% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Strand, Peter HD-063 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Sullivan, Katie HD-093 D 24% 15% - - 5 5 - - - - - - - - - - 6 - 8 - - - 56

Thane, Mark HD-089 D 0% 8% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Thiel, Morgan HD-030 R 78% 78% 10 3 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 - 3 - 2 6 8 8 - 4 - 30

Tilleman, Eric HD-023 R 35% 35% - - 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - 4 - 46

Tuss, Paul HD-027 D 10% 14% - - 5 - 2 - - - X - - - - 2 - - - - - - 63

Vinton, Mike HD-040 R 90% 90% 10 - 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 - 2 6 8 8 5 4 5 17

Walsh, Kenneth HD-069 R 18% 49% - - - - 2 2 - - 10 - - - 2 2 - - - - - - 60

Weber, Jane HD-019 D 0% 0% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 75

Wirth, Zachary HD-017 R 77% 78% - - 5 - 2 2 3 8 10 4 5 3 2 2 6 8 8 - 4 5 31

Zephyr, Zooey HD-095 D 6% 7% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - 66

Zolnikov, Katie HD-044 R 76% 76% 10 3 5 - 2 2 - 8 10 4 - 3 - 2 6 8 8 - - 5 32
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HB 2

MASSIVE BUDGET BLOWOUT 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill allocates spending for the annual 

budget. Specifically, the legislation appropriates 

$16.6 billion in total spending for the FY2026-

27 fiscal biennium, a 16.1 percent increase over 

the previous biennial budget. Furthermore, 

the package includes $225 million in increased 

Medicaid spending for reimbursement 

payments and federal match rate increases 

to accommodate the Obamacare expansion 

population, over $100 million in meritless across-

the-board K-12 teacher pay raises, codifies 

expanded government employee benefits, 

includes $24 million for an executive branch 

employee retention program, and locks in new 

funding streams for permanent state welfare 

infrastructure. While the budget includes 

the bare minimum of property tax relief for 

hardworking Montanans, lawmakers should 

not impose additional burdens on families by 

raising ever-increasing spending baselines for 

government programs. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 66-34, on April 30, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 27-23, on April 23, 

2025.

HB 9 

WASTEFUL CULTURAL GRANT 

APPROPRIATIONS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill appropriates spending for the Montana 

Arts Council. Specifically, the legislation 

allocates over $950,000 for “cultural and 

aesthetic” grants over the fiscal biennium, 

an increase of 71 percent from the previous 

biennium. Government funding for the arts 

should not exist, and this program should be 

zeroed out. Private funding and philanthropy 

are more than sufficient to maintain the arts. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 68-32, on 

April 28, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 

32-18, on April 23, 2025.

HB 148 

NO INCOME TAX ON SOCIAL SECURITY 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill expands an existing Social Security 

income tax exemption. Specifically, the 

legislation exempts all Social Security income 

from Montana’s individual income tax for all 

resident beneficiaries. Estimates suggest that 

these reforms will reduce the tax burden by 

nearly $450 million through FY2029. As a 

federal program already funded by payroll 

taxes, state efforts to levy additional taxes on 

these federal payments constitute a form of 

double taxation that amounts to little more 

than a desperate revenue grab. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 53-47, on February 3, 

2025. The Montana Senate did not take it up.

HB 162

EXPANDED GOVERNMENT HOUSING TAX 

SCHEME 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands the authorized use of resort 

taxes. Specifically, the legislation provides 
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that the 3 percent state-authorized resort tax 

can be used to fund new government housing 

developments. Additionally, the bill provides 

a carveout for resort communities established 

before January 1, 2025, to impose an additional 

1 percent tax. Lawmakers should refrain from 

policies that further entrench the government 

in the housing market. Such policies drive up 

overall housing costs, impose new pressures on 

state and local governments to raise spending 

baselines, and create prospective moral hazards 

for taxpayers. The Montana House passed the 

bill, 82-17, on April 11, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 35-14, on April 4, 2025.

HB 270

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY REFORMS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements new guidelines for the 

state’s environmental regulatory framework. 

Specifically, the legislation introduces new 

public-comment requirements for greenhouse-

gas regulatory efforts and bars courts from 

vacating approved permits without considering 

economic impacts and public-interest concerns. 

Lawmakers should continue to push back 

against an absurd state court opinion that blocks 

prior legislative efforts to prohibit the state 

from considering greenhouse gas emissions 

in environmental reviews. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 64-33, on April 15, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 44-5, on April 4, 

2025.

HB 291 

MITIGATING ENVIRONMENTAL 

OVERREACH 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill constrains the Montana Department 

of Environmental Quality. Specifically, the 

legislation prohibits the department from 

adopting more stringent regulations regarding 

emissions and air pollutants than federal 

standards established under the Clean Air 

Act. This important reform prevents unelected 

bureaucrats from implementing a destructive 

green-energy regime on hardworking 

Montanans in the service of radical climate 

dogma. The Montana House passed the bill, 61-

38, on February 18, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 30-19, on April 4, 2025.

HB 313 

PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL GRANTS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill allocates new taxpayer resources 

for public swimming pools. Specifically, the 

legislation expands the definition of local 

government to include tribal governments and 

creates a Public Swimming School Infrastructure 

Account within the Department of Commerce. 

The bill appropriates $5 million to this account 

for FY2026, with a per-project cap of $500,000 

and a requirement that at least $1 in value be 

delivered for every $1 in grant funds. It should 

go without saying that hardworking Montanans 

should not have their tax dollars spread across 

the state to pay for local politicians’ pet swimming 

pool projects. The Montana House passed the 

bill, 63-35, on April 5, 2025. The Montana Senate 

rejected it, 25-25, on April 23, 2025.

HB 320

SIGNIFICANT SCHOOL CHOICE REFORMS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill significantly empowers parents and 

students in K-12 programs. Specifically, the 
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legislation establishes the Montana Academic 

Prosperity Program for Scholars, which allows 

families with household income up to 300 

percent of the federal poverty level to use tax-

credit-funded accounts for K-12 tuition, tutoring, 

textbooks, homeschooling, and other eligible 

education expenses. The maximum scholarship 

amount is determined by a statewide formula, 

estimated at nearly $7,300 per pupil. Additionally, 

if 80 percent of the donation and individual tax 

credits are utilized in FY2026, the funding cap 

is increased by an additional 20 percent for the 

following year. While not as transformational as 

a universal ESA, this is a significant development 

for Montana families, empowering parents and 

students over teachers’ unions and bureaucrats. 

The Montana House rejected the bill, 46-54, on 

February 19, 2025. The Montana Senate did not 

take it up.

HB 337 

SIGNIFICANT INCOME TAX REFORM 

PACKAGE 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill implements state tax reforms. 

Specifically, the legislation raises the income 

thresholds for the existing tax brackets in 

FY2026, with the threshold for single filers rising 

from $20,500 to $47,500 and for married joint 

filers from $41,000 to $95,000. This threshold 

increases again in FY2027 from $47,500 to 

$65,000 for single filers and from $95,000 

to $130,000 for married joint filers. Income 

below those thresholds is taxed at 4.7 percent, 

and income above is taxed at a reduced rate 

of 5.65 percent in FY2026 and 5.4 percent in 

FY2027, down from a previous top rate of 5.9 

percent. Additionally, the bill adjusts the bracket 

thresholds based on inflation data beginning in 

FY2028. Estimates suggest that these reforms 

will reduce the tax burden on Montanans by 

over $750 million through FY2029. While the 

bill also includes a misguided increase in the 

state Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) welfare-

matching program from 10 percent of the 

federal credit to 20 percent, it puts Montana on 

a stronger footing for overall economic growth. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 55-40, on 

April 2, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 

34-16, on April 22, 2025.

HB 509 

EXPANDED TEACHER LOAN PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands an existing loan repayment 

program for K-12 government school teachers. 

Specifically, the legislation expands eligibility 

for the Quality Educator Loan Assistance 

Program to include all teachers in statewide 

government schools, with priority given to 

newly hired teachers in so-called “impact” 

schools experiencing shortages. Total funding 

for the loan subsidy program over the previous 

biennium was $600,000, with eligible teachers 

receiving up to $17,000 in subsidies over a four-

year period. Hardworking Montanans should not 

be forced to subsidize individuals who choose 

to take out loans for a specific profession to 

satisfy the whims of unelected central planners 

in state government. The Montana House passed 

the bill, 67-31, on March 5, 2025. The Montana 

Senate passed it, 38-10, on April 14, 2025.
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HB 551 

EXPANDED WELFARE PROGRAM 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands an existing welfare program. 

Specifically, the legislation appropriates an 

additional $600,000 in funding for both 

FY2026 and FY2027 to schools through 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s 

office to eliminate reduced-price “co-pays” 

in the federal school lunch welfare program. 

Additionally, the bill imposes a fake cap for 

the program, creating an explicit loophole that 

allows the superintendent to request additional 

appropriations as needed. Estimates suggest that 

the program’s expansion will cost an additional 

$3 million through FY2029. This $17 billion federal 

welfare program increasingly subsidizes all 

student meals, regardless of household income, 

mostly benefits non-teacher administrators, and 

enables nutritionally dubious food at the expense 

of hardworking taxpayers. The Montana House 

passed the bill, 68-30, on April 5, 2025. The 

Montana Senate passed it, 28-22, on April 22, 

2025. Governor Gianforte vetoed the bill.

HB 604

MOTION TO DISCHARGE GUARANTEED 

INCOME PROHIBITIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This discharge motion brings a prohibition on 

unearned income programs out of committee for 

a floor vote. Specifically, the legislation prohibits 

municipalities, counties, and other political 

subdivisions from using revenue for unearned 

income payments to residents under the guise 

of providing a guaranteed “basic income.” Such 

policies punish hardworking taxpayers and 

families, undermine the dignity of work, and 

encourage freeloading by otherwise able-bodied 

individuals who should be working. Socialist 

policies like universal basic income strike at the 

very heart of freedom and opportunity. The 

Montana House rejected the motion, 45-53, on 

March 5, 2025. The Montana Senate did not 

take it up.

HB 635 

DISMANTLING TAXPAYER-FUNDED DEI 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill prohibits state and local governments, 

including agencies, from promoting or practicing 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives 

and programs. Specifically, the legislation 

prohibits state entities that receive taxpayer 

money from funding or operating woke DEI 

offices, trainings, and programs that promote 

race essentialism, as well as contracting with 

entities that engage in such practices or 

compelling individuals to provide diversity 

statements. Further, the legislation provides 

a right of action for individuals in the event of 

violations and empowers the Attorney General 

to investigate government misconduct in this 

area. Hardworking Montanans should not be 

compelled to fund bureaucracies through their 

tax dollars that engage in explicit discrimination 

and espouse neo-Marxist concepts. The Montana 

House rejected the bill, 41-58, on March 7, 2025. 

The Montana Senate did not take it up.

HB 703 

PROHIBITING EXCESSIVE APPLIANCE 

REGULATIONS 

(CFGF SUPPORTS) 

This bill prohibits the Montana Environmental 

Protection Act (MEPA) from analyzing 
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greenhouse gas emissions from common 

household appliances when it comes to state, 

county, or municipal building codes. Specifically, 

the legislation constrains MEPA’s ability to 

impose onerous green-energy restrictions 

on gas stoves, air conditioners, dishwashers, 

showerheads, and other common appliances 

that use natural gas or other reliable fuel 

sources. The Montana House passed the bill, 

61-37, on April 18, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 36-12, on April 11, 2025.

HB 863 

BIG GOVERNMENT OMNIBUS PACKAGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill directs money toward state employees 

and creates a revenue floor for property taxes. 

Specifically, the legislation implements a market 

wage study to determine taxpayer funding levels 

for state government employees, incentivizing 

appropriations to align with private-sector 

wages, and allocating $25.8 million in retention 

payments to government bureaucrats over the 

biennium. Additionally, the bill establishes a 

revenue floor for class four residential properties 

in the state, requiring the tax rate to generate at 

least $452 million in revenue from hardworking 

Montanans. Lawmakers should focus on reducing 

bureaucracy, lowering spending baselines, and 

providing lasting tax relief instead of creating 

statutes that expand government and dictate 

minimum taxpayer resources to flow to the 

government. The Montana House passed the bill, 

55-45, on April 30, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 28-21, on April 25, 2025.

HB 880 

NEW MEDICAID SLUSH FUND 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a new Medicaid emergency 

“stabilization” fund in Montana. Specifically, the 

legislation authorizes a new stabilization slush 

fund to offset future “budget shortfalls” when 

funding fails to cover claims under the state’s 

costly and destructive Medicaid expansion. The 

bill is estimated to transfer at least $58.2 million 

to the Medicaid “stabilization” fund through 

FY2029. Total Medicaid spending has more than 

doubled since Montana’s ill-advised expansion 

of the program in 2015 and has directly caused 

hospital and nursing home closures. Further, 

enrollment in Medicaid is more than double 

initial estimates, and over 20 percent of state 

residents are now enrolled in this fraud-prone 

welfare program. Lawmakers should focus on 

moving Montanans off Medicaid and constraining 

spending, rather than creating new slush funds to 

keep massive welfare programs afloat when the 

state spends more than it takes in. The Montana 

House passed the bill, 57-41, on April 5, 2025. 

The Montana Senate passed it, 31-18, on April 

25, 2025. Governor Gianforte vetoed the bill.

HB 924 

MASSIVE GOVERNMENT SPENDING BINGE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill creates a massive state trust fund to 

direct significant taxpayer funding toward 

government projects. Specifically, the legislation 

establishes the Growth and Opportunity Trust 

Fund, which transfers some $930 million from 

general funds and capital accounts over the next 

four years into six separate accounts to subsidize 

special initiatives. Among these initiatives is at 

least $335 million for state pensions, at least $146 

million in government housing subsidies and loan 

programs, and another $10 million to bolster the 

state’s child care subsidy program. This massive 
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spending binge establishes a permanent state 

welfare infrastructure without commensurate 

offsets in the underlying general fund spending 

baseline and does so at the expense of families 

burdened by persistent inflation and high costs. 

The Montana House passed the bill, 60-39, on 

April 29, 2025. The Montana Senate passed it, 

27-23, on April 24, 2025.

HB 953

SABOTAGING DIRECT PRIMARY CARE 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill implements a new service expansion 

in the state’s Medicaid program. Specifically, 

the legislation authorizes the Department of 

Public Health and Human Services to enter 

into direct primary care (DPC) contracts in the 

state Medicaid program, pending legislative 

appropriations. While the bill does not mandate 

the new expansion and requires the issuance 

of an 1115 waiver through the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), the 

fusion of Medicaid into DPC practices is a self-

own sabotage of the DPC industry. The entire 

premise of DPC is to exclude government and 

corporate bureaucracies so that there is no 

barrier between patient and doctor. This anti-

market approach not only undermines existing 

DPC practices but also lays the foundation 

for a socialist Medicaid-for-All approach that 

erases any aspect of healthcare freedom. It is 

an abomination. The Montana House passed 

the bill, 73-24, on April 8, 2025. The Montana 

Senate passed it, 28-22, on April 24, 2025.

SB 319 

MEDICAID EXPANSION FOR DOULAS 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill expands Medicaid to doula services. 

Specifically, the legislation mandates that doula 

services be covered by the state’s rapidly-

expanding and increasingly out-of-control 

Medicaid program. Estimates suggest that 

this service expansion will increase baseline 

state and federal Medicaid spending by at 

least $450,000 annually beginning in FY2027. 

Incremental expansions for specific specialists 

and services ensure that the state’s exorbitant 

Medicaid spending trends will continue, as 

taxpayers are coerced into subsidizing niche 

services. Lawmakers should refrain from 

implementing policies that tether Montanans 

to a failed welfare program that drives up overall 

taxpayer costs and worsens patient health 

outcomes. The Montana House passed the bill, 

54-46, on April 30, 2025. The Montana Senate 

passed it, 28-22, on the same day.

SB 326 

EXPANDED HOLLYWOOD TAX CARVEOUT 

(CFGF OPPOSES) 

This bill massively expands an existing tax 

credit scheme for the Montana film industry. 

Specifically, the legislation increases the cap 

for the Montana Economic Development 

Industry Advancement (MEDIA) tax credit from 

$12 million per year to $30 million. This is an 

immediate 150 percent increase in taxpayer-

backed credits to well-connected Hollywood 

insiders to subsidize production companies, 

movies, television shows, documentaries, and 

other media entities. Estimates suggest that 

this expansion will cost Montanans at least 

$17.5 million per year beginning in FY2026. 

The considerations of hardworking taxpayers 

burdened by persistently high inflation should 

not be secondary to the desires of the Hollywood 

elite. The Montana House passed the bill, 62-38, 

on April 25, 2025. The Montana Senate passed 

it, 31-19, on April 29, 2025.


