THECLUB FOR

GROWTH

FOUNDATION

North Dakota
State Legislative
Scorecard

See how Members of North Dakota’s Legislative
Assembly are voting on economic growth issues.



CLICK ON THE ABOUT THE
G@ FOUNDATION

NAVIGATION MENU

METHODOLOGY
2025 NORTH DAKOTA
THE CIUB FOR Club for Growth Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
ﬁ”” ,” organization focused on educating the public about the value of BT AT
_ . . SENATE
free markets, pro-growth policies, and economic prosperity. SNAPSHOT
FOUNDATION
State Scorecards are created by the Club for Growth Foundation to educate the public NOR;:N%\_EOTA
about the voting records of the legislators who serve in state legislatures. This is part of VOTES

a larger scorecard project that the Club for Growth Foundation has created to educate

the public about the economic positions taken by legislators in states across the country.

NORTH DAKOTA

HOUSE
O THE FOUNDATION THE FOUNDATION THE FOUNDATION’S SNAPSHOT
u l EDUCATES THE CONDUCTS GOAL IS TO INFORM

PUBLIC ABOUT PRO- COMPREHENSIVE THE PUBLIC AND

o 0
MISSIQI | CRoW™MPouCES. | EXAMNATIONSOF | BRING AWARENESS

VOTING RECORDS. TO LAWMAKERS.

NORTH DAKOTA
HOUSE

VOTE
XCFGFOUNDATION mCLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG DESCRIPTIONS




Methodology | North Dakota 2025

METHODOLOGY
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Club for Growth Foundation publishes the scorecard study so the public can
monitor the actions and the voting behavior of North Dakota’s elected state
lawmakers on economic growth issues.

The Foundation conducted a comprehensive examination of each lawmaker’s record on votes related to pro-growth policies and computed an
Economic Growth Score on a scale of O to 100. A score of 100 indicates the highest support for pro-growth policies.

The Foundation examines legislative votes related to the Club’s immediate pro-economic growth policy goals, including:
* Reducing or eliminating tax rates and enacting tax reform

e Limited government through limited spending and budget reform
* Regulatory reform and deregulation

* Ending abusive lawsuits through medical malpractice and tort reform This scorecard is based on selected

* Expanding school choice votes of importance to the Foundation,
* Implementing term limits and does not include the complete
voting record of any legislator. There
are inherent limitations in judging the
overall qualifications of any legislator
based on a selected voting record, and
the Foundation does not endorse or

Not all of these policy goals will come up for a vote in each legislative session.

The Foundation also examines votes on bills that would directly harm these goals.

oppose any legislator for public office.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS
CONSIDERED IN NORTH
DAKOTA IN 2025

The Foundation’s study examined over 2,100
floor votes and, in the end, included 20 North
Dakota House votes and 15 North Dakota
Senate votes.

COMPUTATION

Scores are computed on a scale of O to 100.
Each vote or action in the rating is assigned
a certain number of points depending on its
relative importance. If a lawmaker casts a
correct vote, the scorecard will denote it with
that number. If a lawmaker casts an incorrect
vote, the scorecard will denote that vote with
a hyphen (-). Absences are not counted -
signified as an “X” on the scorecard - though
the Foundation reserves the right to do so
if, in its judgment, a lawmaker’s position was
otherwise discernible. If a lawmaker was not
officially sworn into office at the time of a vote,
the scorecard will denote that vote with an “1”.
To provide some additional guidance concerning
the scores, each lawmaker was ranked. Aside

from ties, lawmakers with 0% scores are, by
default, ranked #94 in the House and #47 in the
Senate if all lawmakers are present. Scores and
ranks cannot be directly compared between the
House and Senate, as different votes were taken
in each chamber. If applicable, the study also
records a “Lifetime Score” for each lawmaker.
This is a simple average of the scores from 2025
and all previous years where the lawmaker
earned a score.

In some cases, a lawmaker was not present
for enough votes for a meaningful score or
ranking to be computed. In such cases, “n.a.”
for “not applicable” appears. In computing
lifetime scores, years with “n.a.” listed instead
of a score are not included. Comparing such
scores to other members without “n.a.” years
may be misleading.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

A study of roll call votes on the floor of the
North Dakota House and North Dakota Senate
and legislative actions is just that. It cannot
account for a lawmaker’s work in committee,
advocacy in his party’s caucus meetings, and
effectiveness as a leader in advocating pro-
growth policies.
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“Through the release

of this series, the Club
for Growth Foundation
is looking at how state
legislatures perform in
terms of pro-growth
policies. We believe

that this scorecard will
help inform citizens and
entrepreneurs about who
supports the policies that
are good for economic
prosperity.”

- DAVID McINTOSH
PRESIDENT,

CLUB FOR GROWTH FOUNDATION
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Senate Jeffrey Magrum (SD-8) | 94% Richard Marcellais (SD-9) | 20% S[ﬁiﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂ

Snapshot

LOWEST-RATED LOWEST-RATED
REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

42 Republicans

Kathy Hogan (SD-21) | 14%

Paul Thomas (SD-6) | 22%
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North Dakota 2025 | Senate Scorecard

District | Party

Score

HB1176

HB1382

HB1540

SB2003

SB2010

SB2014

SB2256

SB2303

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y N Y Y N N N N N Y N

POINTS 5 9 6 9 6 4 6 | 10 8 8

Axtman, Michelle SD-07 R 31% 31% - 5 9 - 9 - - - - - 8 28
Barta, Jeff SD-43 R 33% 33% - 5 9 - 9 X . - - - - 8 26
Beard, Todd SD-23 R 59% 59% - 5 9 6 9 - 4 6 - 6 - 8 6
Bekkedahl, Brad SD-01 R 28% 32% - 5 9 . - - - 6 - - - 8 31
Boehm, Keith SD-33 R 61% 61% - 5 9 6 9 6 4 - - 6 8 8 4
Boschee, Joshua SD-44 D 14% 13% - 5 9 - - - - - - - - 46
Braunberger, Ryan SD-10 D 15% 15% X 5 9 - - - - - - - - - 44
Burckhard, Randy SD-05 R 35% 48% - 5 9 - 9 - 4 - - - - 8 24
Castaneda, Jose SD-40 R 55% 55% - 5 9 6 9 - 4 - - 6 8 8 8
Cleary, Sean SD-35 R 37% 37% - 5 9 - 9 - - - - 6 - 8 23
Clemens, David SD-16 R 68% 69% - 5 9 6 9 - 6 - 6 8 8 2
Conley, Cole SD-12 R 31% 42% - 5 9 - 9 - - - - - - 8 28
Cory, Claire SD-42 R 45% 61% - 5 9 6 9 - - - - - 8 8 16
Davison, Kyle SD-41 R 27% 30% - 5 9 - - - - - - - - 8 33
Dever, Dick SD-32 R 39% 43% - 5 9 - 9 - - - - - 8 8 21
Dwyer, Mike SD-47 R 47% 42% - 5 9 - 9 - - X - - 8 8 14
Enget, Mark SD-02 R 59% 59% - 5 9 6 9 - 4 - - 6 8 - 6
Erbele, Robert SD-28 R 30% 48% - 5 9 6 - - - - - - X 8 30
Gerhardt, Justin SD-34 R 51% 51% - 5 9 6 9 - - - - 6 8 8 n
Hogan, Kathy SD-21 D 14% 15% - 5 9 - - - - - - - - - 46
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North Dakota 2025 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)

District | Party | Score g § % g § % g g
T :; T8 88 a1 a
PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y N N Y Y N N N N N Y N
POINTS 6 6 5 5 6 9 6 9 6 4 6 |10 | 6 8 8
Hogue, David SD-38 R 33% 40% - - 5 - - X - 9 - - - - - 8 8
Kessel, Greg SD-39 R 22% 22% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
Klein, Jerry SD-14 R 22% 37% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
Larson, Diane SD-30 R 49% 45% - - 5 5 - X - 9 - 4 - - 6 8 8 LS UL Lol ST
: SENATE
Lee, Judy SD-13 R 22% 28% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8 VOTES
Lemm, Randy SD-20 R 28% 49% - - 5 - - 9 6 - - - - - - - 8
Luick, Larry SD-25 R 42% 49% - - 5 - - 9 6 - - - - - 6 8 8
Magrum, Jeffery SD-08 R 94% 86% 6 6 5 5 6 9 6 9 6 4 - 10 6 8 8
Marcellais, Richard SD-09 D 20% 26% - - 5 - 6 9 - - - - - - - - -
Mathern, Tim SD-11 D 15% 15% - - 5 - - 9 - - X - - - - - -
Meyer, Scott SD-18 R 45% 57% - - 5 - - 9 6 9 - - - - - 8 8
Myrdal, Janne SD-19 R 41% 56% - - 5 - - 9 6 - - 4 - - 6 X 8
Patten, Dale SD-26 R 23% 39% - - 5 - - 9 X - - - - - - - 8
Paulson, Bob SD-03 R 55% 70% - - 5 - - 9 6 9 - 4 - - 6 8 8
Powers, Michelle SD-46 R 64% 64% - - 5 5 - 9 6 9 - 4 - 10 - 8 8
Roers, Kristin SD-27 R 41% 33% - - 5 - - 9 - 9 - - - 10 - - 8
Rummel, Dean SD-37 R 22% 22% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
Schaible, Donald SD-31 R 22% 21% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
Sickler, Jonathan SD-17 R 34% 34% - - 5 - - 9 - 9 - - - - - X 8
Sorvaag, Ronald SD-45 R 22% 29% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
Thomas, Paul SD-06 R 22% 44% - - 5 - - 9 - - - - - - - - 8
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North Dakota 2025 | Senate Scorecard (Continued)
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y N N Y Y N N N N N Y N
POINTS 6 6 5 6 9 6 9 6 4 6 10 6 8 8
Van Oosting, Desiree SD-36 R 51% 51% - - 5 - - 9 6 9 - - - - 6 8 8 1
Walen, Chuck SD-04 R 55% 55% - - 5 - - 9 6 9 - 4 - - 6 8 8 8
Wanzek, Terry SD-29 R 39% 52% - - 5 - - 9 - 9 - - - - - 8 8 21
Weber, Mark SD-22 R 23% 28% 5 9 X 8 34 elsarty] [erCon
eber, Mar - - - - - - - - - - - -
> > SENATE
Weston, Kent SD-15 R 60% 60% - - X - - 9 9 X 4 X - 6 8 8 5 VOTES
Wobbema, Mike SD-24 R 46% 56% - - 5 - - 9 9 - 4 - - - 8 8 15
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North Dakota 2025 | Senate Vote Descriptions

HB 1001
SIGNIFICANT GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
APPROPRIATIONS
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the office of the governor.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $6.85
million from the General Fund to the governor’s
office, anincrease of 30 percent over base-level
funding. Further, the bill hikes the governor’s
salary from $152,265 to $168,000 per year,
a 10.5 percent increase, and increases the
lieutenant governor’s salary by 10.3 percent.
As hardworking North Dakotans face persistent
inflation and high costs driven by profligate
government spending, lawmakers should resist
efforts to implement massive taxpayer-funded
salary hikes for top statewide officials. The
North Dakota House passed the bill, 79-12, on
April 2,2025. The North Dakota Senate passed
it, 45-1, on March 20, 2025.

HB 1010
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER SPENDING
BINGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the state insurance commissioner.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $20.77
million from the General Fund to the insurance
commissioner, an increase of 31.6 percent over
base-level funding. Further, the bill increases
the number of full-time employees from 47
to 57 government bureaucrats, equal to a 21
percent permanent increase in the bureaucracy.
Lastly, the bill increases several fees under the
commissioner’s purview by 20 to 25 percent,
foisting both new burdens on North Dakotans
and juicing revenue streams to pay for the
increased bureaucracy. The North Dakota
House passed the bill, 81-8, on April 28, 2025.
The North Dakota Senate passed it, 45-2, on

the same day.

HB 1176
MUDDLED PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
PACKAGE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements a messy property tax buy-
down. Specifically, the legislation triples the
primary residence tax credit from $500 to
$1,600 and uses oil tax revenue in the state’s
Legacy Fund to pay for the increased credit.
Additionally, the bill imposes a 3 percent cap
on municipal property tax increases. Estimates
suggest the bill will reduce the property tax
burden by $473 million over the FY2026-2027
biennium. However, the convoluted manner in
which this relief is accomplished incentivizes
future revenue grabs to fuel arbitrary credits to
offset ever-increasing tax burdens, creating a
cycle of the government taking with one hand
and giving with the other. A far simpler and
more permanent solution would be to simply
cut, cap, or reduce property tax rates and pair
such policies with commensurate spending

reductions. The North Dakota House passed
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the bill, 86-4, on May 2, 2025. The North Dakota
Senate passed it, 46-0, on the same day.

HB 1255
PROHIBITING TAXPAYER-FUNDED MEDIA
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill prohibits government-funded media
operations in North Dakota. Specifically, the
legislation prohibits any state officer from using
taxpayer money to fund, directly or indirectly,
government broadcasting entities. Consumers
have an abundance of choices for programming
in the free market, underscoring the fact that
government-funded television should not exist.
The North Dakota House passed the bill, 48-41,
on February 17,2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 6-41, on March 17, 2025.

HB 1332

NEW CRONY GRANT PROGRAM

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill creates a new crony corporate
welfare program in North Dakota. Specifically,
the legislation establishes the Agriculture

Production Facility Incentive Program to

provide taxpayer-funded grants to well-
connected corporate agricultural interests,
reimbursing recipients for capital infrastructure
development related to their business.
Eligibility requires at least $350 million in
capital investments and a competing corporate
welfare offer from at least one other state.
Lastly, the bill authorizes $30 million for the
new program, with the Bank of North Dakota
underwriting a line of credit to facilitate the
grant funding. The North Dakota House passed
the bill, 76-17, on April 21, 2025. The North
Dakota Senate passed it, 42-5, on April 16, 2025.

HB 1382

GAS TAX INCREASE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill increases fees for certain vehicles and
increases the state’s gas tax. Specifically, the
legislation imposes a 20 percent fee increase
on electric and hybrid vehicles and raises the
state’s gas tax from 23 cents per gallon to 26
cents per gallon, a 13 percent increase. This
gas tax increase also applies to the sale or

delivery of special fuel such as compressed

and liquefied natural gas. As hardworking
families struggle with persistent inflation and
high costs due to profligate federal spending
and government programs, state lawmakers
should not add to their burdens with tax-hike
shocks in the service of ravenous revenue grabs
to expand the reach of the bureaucracy. The
North Dakota House passed the bill, 58-35, on
February 19, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 0-45, on April 25, 2025.

HB 1441

SIGNIFICANT SOUND MONEY REFORMS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill expands avenues for citizens to protect
themselves from a devalued dollar. Specifically,
the legislation codifies, in statutory language,
that gold and silver are legal tender in the
state of North Dakota. This provision helps
ensure that specie can serve as an alternative,
competitive currency to the dollar and provide
taxpayers with some protection during a
significant inflationary or hyperinflationary
event. Additionally, the bill prohibits a

prospective central bank digital currency
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(CBDC) from being recognized as legal tender
in the state. This is an important protection for
families, workers, and consumers, as a central
digital currency would, in effect, give the federal
government control over every citizen’s bank
account in a massive reorganization of the
relationship between citizens and government.
The North Dakota House passed the bill, 61-30,
on February 7, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 18-27, on March 10, 2025.

HB 1540

SCHOOL CHOICE REFORMS

(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This billimplements an income-based educational
savings account (ESA) program for eligible
K-12 students in North Dakota. Specifically, the
legislation provides that ESAs operate on an
income-tiered basis, providing parents in eligible
households below 200 percent of the federal
poverty level with access to 35 percent of the
annual per-pupil allocation for qualified education
expenses. Families with income between 200 and
400 percent of the federal poverty level receive

20 percent of the annual per-pupil allocation, and

those over 400 percent receive 10 percent of the
annual per-pupil allotment to use for tuition, books,
tutoring, and other related education expenses.
While not as transformational as a universal ESA,
this is a significant development for North Dakota
families, empowering parents and students over
teachers’ unions and bureaucrats. The North
Dakota House passed the bill, 49-43, on April 21,
2025. The North Dakota Senate passed it, 27-20,
on April 17, 2025. Governor Armstrong vetoed
the bill.

SB 2003

MASSIVE HIGHER EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for North Dakota’s colleges and
universities. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $882.9 million from the General
Fund to various higher education institutions in
the state, an increase of 8.8 percent over base-
level funding. Additionally, the bill includes nearly
$400 million in capital construction spending and

another $120 million in new bonding authority

on the backs of taxpayers to build dorms and
student amenities at North Dakota State. Such
profligacy fuels higher education costs on the
backs of working families, facilitating a cycle
of never-ending tuition increases. Lawmakers
should not raise spending baselines that will
inevitably result in future tax and liability burdens
on taxpayers. The North Dakota House passed
the bill, 69-18, on May 2, 2025. The North Dakota

Senate passed it, 42-2, on the same day.

SB 2010

WASTEFUL ARTS COUNCIL
APPROPRIATIONS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the North Dakota Council on the
Arts. Specifically, the legislation appropriates
$2.63 million from the General Fund to the
Council on the Arts, an increase of 11.2 percent
due to funding “enhancements.” Government
funding for the arts should not exist, and this
program should be zeroed out. Private funding
and philanthropy are more than sufficient to

maintain the arts. The North Dakota House
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passed the bill, 61-30, on April 29, 2025. The
North Dakota Senate passed it, 34-13, on April
28, 2025.

SB 2014

CORPORATE WELFARE APPROPRIATIONS
PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the Bank of North Dakota,
Housing Finance Agency, and Department of
Mineral Resources. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $34.7 million from the General
Fund and $404 million from non-General Funds,
an increase of 12.4 percent over total base-
level funding. Additionally, the bill includes
$25 million in “one-time” expenditures, $35
million for government housing initiatives, $60
million in credit transfers from the Bank of
North Dakota to crony agriculture and biofuel-
development boondoggles, and an expansion
of a taxpayer-funded disaster-assistance loan
program. Lawmakers should not raise spending
baselines that will inevitably result in future tax

and liability burdens on taxpayers. The North

Dakota House passed the bill, 74-15, on May 2,
2025. The North Dakota Senate passed it, 42-3,
on the same day.

SB 2231

MEDICAID SERVICES EXPANSION PACKAGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill implements Medicaid service expansions
in North Dakota. Specifically, the legislation
mandates that Medicaid reimburse family
behavioral treatment services, dental screenings,
tele-dentistry services, and most other dental
treatments. North Dakota unwisely expanded
the fraud-prone and costly Medicaid program
to healthy adults in 2014, resulting in more than
one-fifth of Medicaid recipients being able-
bodied. Lawmakers should focus on constraining
Medicaid growth and moving North Dakotans
toward a patient-centered, free-market model
of healthcare, rather than implementing policies
that benefit government bureaucracies and
foster cycles of dependence. The North Dakota
House rejected the bill, 33-59, on March 27,
2025. The North Dakota Senate passed it, 44-3,
on February 19, 2025.

SB 2256

CRONY RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill implements a new crony grant program
through the state industrial commission.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $10
million for the FY2026-2027 biennium for the
Research Technology Park Grant Program at
North Dakota State University. These taxpayer-
funded grants are distributed to well-connected
corporate interests developing artificial
intelligence programs in the agriculture and
engineering industries. Lawmakers should not
reward government-preferred industries with
taxpayer-funded resources at the expense of
hardworking families. The North Dakota House
passed the bill, 61-30, on April 17, 2025. The North
Dakota Senate passed it, 31-15, on May 1, 2025.

SB 2303

IMPROVED SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill implements a stronger educational
savings account (ESA) program for eligible
K-12 students in North Dakota. Specifically, the
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legislation authorizes parents participating in the
program to receive an annual direct deposit equal
to 60 percent of the state per-pupil allocation
regardless of household income thresholds. This
ESA allotment may be used for tuition, books,
tutoring, and other related eligible education
expenses. This is a considerable improvement
over more convoluted income-based school
choice legislation, as it moves the state toward
a transformative universal ESA model. The
North Dakota Senate rejected the bill, 20-24,
on February 14, 2025. The North Dakota House
did not take it up.

SB 2345

MASSIVE STATE EMPLOYEE SALARY
INCREASES

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill calls for significant increases in the
salaries of state government employees.
Specifically, the legislation authorizes an across-
the-board taxpayer-funded salary increase for
all permanent government employees during
the FY2026-2027 biennium equal to 4 percent

in the first year and 4 percent in the second

year. Estimates suggest the total cost of the bill
over the biennium is $185 million. This is little
more than a wealth transfer from hardworking
taxpayers to government bureaucrats. The
North Dakota Senate rejected the bill, 6-41, on
February 7, 2025. The North Dakota House did

not take it up.
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HIGHEST-RATED
REPUBLICANS

Christina Wolff (HD-38) | 97%

LOWEST-RATED
REPUBLICAN

Patrick Hatlestad (HD-1) | 15%
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HIGHEST-RATED
DEMOCRAT

Zachary Ista (HD-43) | 31%

LOWEST-RATED
DEMOCRAT

Jayme Davis (HD-9) | 4%

NORTH DAKOTA
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SNAPSHOT




North Dakota 2025 | House Scorecard

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y Y Y N N Y N Y N N N

POINTS 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6

Anderson, Bert HD-02 R 47% 53% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - 8 - 6 - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 48
Anderson, Dick HD-06 R 48% 59% - X 5 X | 4| X 5 - - - 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 45
Anderson, Karen HD-19 R 54% 54% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - - 4 - - X 5 - 3 - 8 5 6 38
Bahl, Landon HD-17 R 64% 64% X | X | X - 4 3 5 - 8 - - 6 3 X - 3 - 8 5 6 28
Beltz, Mike HD-20 R 28% 35% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - - - 3 5 - - - - - 6 80
Berg, Mike HD-08 R 44% 44% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - X | 6 - X 5 X - - 8 - 6 58
Bolinske, Macy HD-40 R 72% 72% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - 8 4 6 6 - 5 - 3 - 8 5 6 21
Bosch, Glenn HD-30 R 48% 56% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 6 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 45
Brandenburg, Michael HD-28 R 50% 61% - - 5 4 4 - 5 - - 4 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 43
Brown, Collette HD-09 D 21% 21% - X - - 4 | X 5 5 - - - - - - - X - - 5 - 85
Brown, TJ HD-27 R n/a n/a 5 - | | X | | - | | | 6 | | X 3 X 8 | X 6

Christianson, Nels HD-18 R 72% 72% - 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 - 8 4 6 6 3 5 - 3 - - 5 6 21
Christy, Josh HD-27 R n/a n/a | | X | X | X | X | | X | | - | | | | | | |

Conmy, Liz HD-1 D 17% 17% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - 88
Davis, Jayme HD-09 D 4% 4% - - - - 4 - X - - - - - X - - - - - - - 93
Dobervich, Gretchen HD-11 D 9% 10% - - - - 4 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 92
Dockter, Jason HD-07 R 57% 59% 5 - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 - 6 3 5 X - - 8 - 6 33
Dressler, Ty HD-36 R 67% 67% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 - 8 - 6 26
Fegley, Clayton HD-4B R 37% 46% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 6 - 5 - - - - - 6 71
Finley-Deville, Lisa HD-4A D 19% 19% X - - - 4 - 5 - - 4 - - - - - - - - 5 - 87
Fisher, Jay HD-05 R 58% 62% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 6 6 3 5 - 3 - 8 - 6 32




North Dakota 2025 | House Scorecard (Continued)

PRO-GROWTH POSITION N | N|N|Y |Y|Y|N N Y N

POINTS 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6

Foss, Austin HD-44 D 26% 26% - - - - 4 - 5 - 8 - - - 3 - - - - - - 6 81
Frelich, Kathy HD-15 R 76% 76% - - 5 4 4 3 5 5 8 4 - 6 - 5 - 3 5 8 5 6 17
Grindberg, Karen HD-41 R 40% 40% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 - - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 64
Grueneich, Jim HD-28 R 40% 40% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - 4 - - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 64
Hager, LaurieBeth HD-21 D 12% 12% - - - - 4 - - - 8 - - - - - - - - - - - 91
Hagert, Jared HD-20 R 46% 39% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - 4 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 52
Hanson, Karla Rose HD-44 D 23% 16% - - - - 4 - 5 - 8 - - - - - - - - - 6 84
Hatlestad, Patrick HD-01 R 15% 33% - - - - 4 - - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - 6 89
Hauck, Dori HD-36 R 64% 64% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 - 8 - 6 28
Headland, Craig HD-29 R 49% 55% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 44
Heilman, Matthew HD-07 R 76% 76% 5 - - 4 4 3 5 5 8 4 - 6 - - 5 3 5 8 5 6 17
Heinert, Pat HD-32 R 52% 58% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - 4 6 6 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 40
Henderson, Donna HD-15 R 93% 93% 5 5 5 4 - 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 3
Hendrix, Jared HD-10 R 78% 78% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 - 6 - 5 5 - 5 8 5 6 10
Holle, Dawson HD-31 R 78% 78% 5 - 5 4 4 - 5 - 8 4 - 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 10
Hoverson, Jeff HD-03 R 73% 75% - 5 5 4 - 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - - - 3 - 8 5 6 19
Ista, Zachary HD-43 D 31% 20% - - - - 4 - 5 - 8 - - - 3 5 - - - - - 6 76
Johnson, Jorin HD-41 R 67% 67% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 - 5 5 - 5 8 5 6 26
Johnston, Daniel HD-24 R 73% 73% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - 8 4 - 6 - 5 5 - 5 8 5 6 19
Jonas, Jim HD-13 R 26% 26% - - - - 4 - 5 - - 4 - - - 5 - - - X - 6 81
Karls, Karen HD-35 R 47% 47% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 5 - - - - - 6 48
Kasper, Jim HD-46 R 87% 79% - X 5 4 X 5 5 8 4 6 6 5 X X X 8 - 6 7
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N N|Y|Y|Y|N N|Y|[N|Y | Y|N N
POINTS 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6
Kempenich, Keith HD-39 R 56% 61% X - 5 4 | 4 - 5 - 8 4 6 6 - 5 - - - - - 6 34
Kiefert, Dwight HD-24 R 46% 60% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - - 6 6 3 5 - 3 - - - 6 52
Klemin, Lawrence HD-47 R 38% 32% - - 5 4 - 5 - - 4 6 - 3 5 - - - - - 6 69
Koppelman, Ben HD-16 R 92% 88% 5 - 5 4 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - X 5 3 5 8 5 6 4
Lefor, Mike HD-37 R 56% 63% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - 8 - 6 6 - 5 - - - 8 - 6 34
Longmuir, Donald HD-02 R 42% 42% - - - 4 - 5 - 8 - 6 - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 61
Louser, Scott HD-05 R 52% 67% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - 8 4 6 - - X - - - 8 - 6 40
Maki, Roger HD-26 R 77% 77% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - 8 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 - 8 5 6 14
Marschall, Andrew HD-16 R 86% 81% 5 X - 4 X 3 5 5 8 4 - 6 3 5 X X X 8 5 6 8
Martinson, Bob HD-35 R 46% 48% - - 5 4 4 - 5 - 8 4 - - 3 5 X - - - - 6 52
McLeod, Carrie HD-45 R 35% 35% - - - X 4 X 5 - - 4 - 6 - 5 - 3 - - - 6 72
Meier, Lisa HD-32 R 53% 63% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - - 4 - 6 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 39
Mitskog, Alisa HD-25 D 21% 27% - - - - 4 - 5 - - - - - X 5 - - - - - 6 85
Monson, David HD-19 R 30% 44% - - 5 - 4 - - - - 4 6 - - 5 - - - - - 6 78
Morton, Desiree HD-46 R 97% 97% 5 5 5 4 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 1
Motschenbacher, Michael HD-47 R 64% 64% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 3 5 - - - 8 5 6 28
Murphy, Eric HD-43 R 26% 26% - - - - 4 - 5 - - - 6 - - 5 - - - - - 6 81
Nathe, Mike HD-30 R 48% 51% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 6 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 45
Nehring, Dennis HD-23 R 91% 91% 5 5 5 4 - 3 5 - 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 5
Nelson, Jon HD-14 R 47% 49% - - 5 - 4 - 5 X - - 6 X 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 48
Novak, Anna HD-33 R 39% 39% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - - 4 - - 3 5 - - - - - 6 67
O'Brien, Emily HD-42 R 38% 39% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - - - 3 5 - - - 8 | X 6 69
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N Y| Y |N N | Y Y | N N

POINTS 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6

Olson, Jeremy HD-26 R 40% 40% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - 8 4 - - 3 5 - - - - - 6 64
Olson, SUANn HD-08 R 79% 79% - 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 9
Osowski, Doug HD-42 R 78% 78% 5 - - 4 - 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - 5 - 3 5 8 5 6 10
Ostlie, Mitch HD-12 R 31% 30% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 - - 5 - - - - - 6 76
Porter, Todd HD-34 R 51% 50% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 3 5 - - - - - 6 42
Pyle, Brandy HD-22 R 39% 43% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 67
Richter, David HD-01 R 33% 49% - - 5 4 | 4 - 5 - - 4 - - - 5 - - - - - 6 73
Rios, Nico HD-23 R 55% 55% - - - 4 4 3 5 - 8 4 - X - 5 5 - 5 - X 6 36
Rohr, Karen HD-31 R 77% 78% - - 5 4 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 - 5 - 3 - 8 5 6 14
Ruby, Dan HD-38 R 77% 80% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 | 4 6 6 - 5 - 3 - 8 5 6 14
Ruby, Matthew HD-40 R 72% 73% - - 5 4 X 3 5 - - 4 6 6 X 5 X 3 X 8 5 6 21
Sanford, Mark HD-17 R 29% 40% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - X - - 3 5 - - - - - 6 79
Satrom, Bernie HD-12 R 43% 56% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 - 6 3 5 - - X - - 6 59
Schatz, Mike HD-39 R 71% 77% - - 5 4 4 3 5 - 8 4 - 6 - 5 5 3 - 8 5 6 25
Schauer, Austen HD-13 R 47% 51% - - - - 4 3 5 - - 4 6 6 - 5 - - - 8 - 6 48
Schneider, Mary HD-21 D 15% 14% - - - - 4 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 89
Schreiber-Beck, Cynthia HD-25 R 33% 37% - - 5 - 4 - X - - - - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 73
Steiner, Vicky HD-37 R 55% 66% - - 5 4 4 3 5 5 - 4 - 6 - 5 - - - 8 - 6 36
Stemen, Greg HD-27 R 42% 47% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - - 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 61
Swiontek, Steve HD-10 R 33% 33% - - 5 4 4 - 5 - - 4 - - - 5 - - - - - 6 73
Toman, Nathan HD-34 R 78% 81% - - 5 4 4 5 5 8 4 3 5 - - 5 6 10
Tveit, Bill HD-33 R 60% 63% - - 5 - 4 5 - - 4 - 5 5 - 8 - 6 31
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PRO-GROWTH POSITION N[ N|N|Y | Y|Y|N|N Y| N|Y|Y | N| N|N|N|N|N|N

POINTS 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 4 6 6 3 5 5 3 5 8 5 6

VanWinkle, Lori HD-03 R 88% 88% 5 5 5 4 4 3 5 5 - 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 X 6
Vetter, Steve HD-18 R 72% 70% - - 5 4 | 4 3 5 - 8 4 6 6 3 5 - - - 8 5 6 21
Vigesaa, Donald HD-29 R 46% 57% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - 4 6 - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 52
Vollmer, Dan HD-06 R 45% 45% - - 5 - 4 3 5 - - - 6 - - 5 - 3 - 8 - 6 56
Wagner, Scott HD-45 R 41% 41% - - 5 - 4 - 5 - - 4 6 6 - 5 - - - - - 6 63
Warrey, Jonathan HD-22 R 43% 43% - - 5 - 4 5 - - 4 6 - - 5 - - - 8 - 6 59
Weisz, Robin HD-14 R 45% 58% - - 5 X | 4 5 - - - 6 - 3 5 - - - 8 - 6 56
Wolff, Christina HD-38 R 97% 97% 5 5 5 4 | 4 3 5 5 8 | 4 6 6 - 5 5 3 5 8 5 6 1
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HB 1001
SIGNIFICANT GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
APPROPRIATIONS
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the office of the governor.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $6.85
million from the General Fund to the governor’s
office, anincrease of 30 percent over base-level
funding. Further, the bill hikes the governor’s
salary from $152,265 to $168,000 per year,
a 10.5 percent increase, and increases the
lieutenant governor’s salary by 10.3 percent.
As hardworking North Dakotans face persistent
inflation and high costs driven by profligate
government spending, lawmakers should resist
efforts to implement massive taxpayer-funded
salary hikes for top statewide officials. The
North Dakota House passed the bill, 79-12, on
April 2,2025. The North Dakota Senate passed
it, 45-1, on March 20, 2025.

HB 1010
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER SPENDING
BINGE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the state insurance commissioner.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $20.77
million from the General Fund to the insurance
commissioner, an increase of 31.6 percent over
base-level funding. Further, the bill increases
the number of full-time employees from 47
to 57 government bureaucrats, equal to a 21
percent permanent increase in the bureaucracy.
Lastly, the bill increases several fees under the
commissioner’s purview by 20 to 25 percent,
foisting both new burdens on North Dakotans
and juicing revenue streams to pay for the
increased bureaucracy. The North Dakota
House passed the bill, 81-8, on April 28, 2025.
The North Dakota Senate passed it, 45-2, on

the same day.
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HB 1100

WELFARE PROGRAM BAILOUT

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill expands the state’s K-12 food and
nutrition welfare program. Specifically, the
legislation appropriates $6 million to the North
Dakota Department of Public Instruction to
pay school meal debts accrued by students
in schools participating in the school lunch
program, with unspent funds rolling over into
the FY2026-2027 biennium. Such a proposal
is fiscally reckless and unjustifiable as it forces
hardworking taxpayers to fund both program
participants and program delinquents within
North Dakota’s welfare apparatus. The North
Dakota House rejected the bill, 20-72, on
February 12, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
did not take it up.

NORTH DAKOTA
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HB 1141
PROHIBITING TAXPAYER-FUNDED
CAMPAIGNS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill prohibits government-funded political
campaigns. Specifically, the legislation prohibits
individuals from using government property or
services for any political purpose and explicitly
prohibits individuals or private organizations
from using taxpayer money collected from a
political subdivision of the state to directly or
indirectly fund political candidates or ballot
initiatives. Such measures protect hardworking
families from having their hard-earned money
fund unions or well-connected nonprofits to
implement policies designed to benefit those
entities at taxpayer expense. The North Dakota
House rejected the bill, 39-51, on February 17,
2025. The North Dakota Senate did not take it up.

HB 1176
MUDDLED PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
PACKAGE
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill implements a messy property tax buy-

down. Specifically, the legislation triples the
primary residence tax credit from $500 to
$1,600 and uses oil tax revenue in the state’s
Legacy Fund to pay for the increased credit.
Additionally, the bill imposes a 3 percent cap
on municipal property tax increases. Estimates
suggest the bill will reduce the property tax
burden by $473 million over the FY2026-2027
biennium. However, the convoluted manner in
which this relief is accomplished incentivizes
future revenue grabs to fuel arbitrary credits to
offset ever-increasing tax burdens, creating a
cycle of the government taking with one hand
and giving with the other. A far simpler and
more permanent solution would be to simply
cut, cap, or reduce property tax rates and pair
such policies with commensurate spending
reductions. The North Dakota House passed
the bill, 86-4, on May 2, 2025. The North Dakota
Senate passed it, 46-0, on the same day.

HB 1255
PROHIBITING TAXPAYER-FUNDED MEDIA
(CFGF SUPPORTS)

This bill prohibits government-funded media

X CFGFOUNDATION m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

operations in North Dakota. Specifically, the
legislation prohibits any state officer from using
taxpayer money to fund, directly or indirectly,
government broadcasting entities. Consumers
have an abundance of choices for programming
in the free market, underscoring the fact that
government-funded television should not exist.
The North Dakota House passed the bill, 48-41,
on February 17,2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 6-41, on March 17, 2025.

HB 1285
MASSIVE STATE EMPLOYEE SPENDING
INCREASES
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill calls for significant increases in the
salaries of state government employees
and couples a pension increase as part of it.
Specifically, the legislation authorizes an across-
the-board taxpayer-funded salary increase for
all permanent government employees during
the FY2026-2027 biennium equal to 3 percent
in the first year and 2 percent in the second
year. Additionally, the bill diverts $49.2 million
from the FY2024-2025 biennium in “one-time”

NORTH DAKOTA
HOUSE
VOTE
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supplemental payments for retired government
school teachers. Estimates suggest the total
cost of the bill over the biennium is $111 million.
The North Dakota House rejected the bill, 3-88,
on February 11, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
did not take it up.

HB 1332

NEW CRONY GRANT PROGRAM

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill creates a new crony corporate
welfare program in North Dakota. Specifically,
the legislation establishes the Agriculture
Production Facility Incentive Program to
provide taxpayer-funded grants to well-
connected corporate agricultural interests,
reimbursing recipients for capital infrastructure
development related to their business.
Eligibility requires at least $350 million in
capital investments and a competing corporate
welfare offer from at least one other state.
Lastly, the bill authorizes $30 million for the
new program, with the Bank of North Dakota
underwriting a line of credit to facilitate the
grant funding. The North Dakota House passed

X CFGFOUNDATION

the bill, 76-17, on April 21, 2025. The North
Dakota Senate passed it, 42-5, on April 16, 2025.

HB 1382
GAS TAX INCREASE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill increases fees for certain vehicles and
increases the state’s gas tax. Specifically, the
legislation imposes a 20 percent fee increase
on electric and hybrid vehicles and raises the
state’s gas tax from 23 cents per gallon to 26
cents per gallon, a 13 percent increase. This
gas tax increase also applies to the sale or
delivery of special fuel such as compressed
and liquefied natural gas. As hardworking
families struggle with persistent inflation and
high costs due to profligate federal spending
and government programs, state lawmakers
should not add to their burdens with tax-hike
shocks in the service of ravenous revenue grabs
to expand the reach of the bureaucracy. The
North Dakota House passed the bill, 58-35, on
February 19, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 0-45, on April 25, 2025.
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HB 1441
SIGNIFICANT SOUND MONEY REFORMS
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill expands avenues for citizens to protect
themselves from a devalued dollar. Specifically,
the legislation codifies, in statutory language,
that gold and silver are legal tender in the state
of North Dakota. This provision helps ensure that
specie can serve as an alternative, competitive
currency to the dollar and provide taxpayers
with some protection during a significant
inflationary or hyperinflationary event.
Additionally, the bill prohibits a prospective
central bank digital currency (CBDC) from
being recognized as legal tender in the state.
This is an important protection for families,
workers, and consumers, as a central digital
currency would, in effect, give the federal
government control over every citizen’s bank
account in a massive reorganization of the
relationship between citizens and government.
The North Dakota House passed the bill, 61-30,
on February 7,2025. The North Dakota Senate
rejected it, 18-27, on March 10, 2025.
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HB 1475

UNIVERSAL SCHOOL WELFARE PROGRAM
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill vastly expands the state’s K-12 food
and nutrition welfare program. Specifically,
the legislation appropriates $140 million
for the FY2026-2027 biennium to the state
superintendent to subsidize breakfast and
lunch for all students, regardless of household
income thresholds, at all participating K-12
schools, provided the school meets certain
eligibility criteria. Among the criteria is the
requirement that the school maximize federal
reimbursements. Lawmakers should abandon
efforts that juice government programs under
the false belief that federal money is “free”
and reject destructive efforts to expand
government welfare beyond those truly in
need. The North Dakota House rejected the
bill, 39-54, on February 24, 2025. The North
Dakota Senate did not take it up.

X CFGFOUNDATION

HB 1540
SCHOOL CHOICE REFORMS

(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This billimplements an income-based educational
savings account (ESA) program for eligible
K-12 students in North Dakota. Specifically,
the legislation provides that ESAs operate on
an income-tiered basis, providing parents in
eligible households below 200 percent of the
federal poverty level with access to 35 percent
of the annual per-pupil allocation for qualified
education expenses. Families with income
between 200 and 400 percent of the federal
poverty level receive 20 percent of the annual
per-pupil allocation, and those over 400 percent
receive 10 percent of the annual per-pupil
allotment to use for tuition, books, tutoring,
and other related education expenses. While
not as transformational as a universal ESA, this
is a significant development for North Dakota
families, empowering parents and students over
teachers’ unions and bureaucrats. The North
Dakota House passed the bill, 49-43, on April
21, 2025. The North Dakota Senate passed it,
27-20, on April 17, 2025. Governor Armstrong
vetoed the bill.

m CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

HB 1552
LOCAL TAX INCREASE CAP
(CFGF SUPPORTS)
This bill implements a cap on municipal sales
tax increases. Specifically, the legislation
prohibits counties and cities from creating
new sales taxes or increasing existing ones
by more than 3 percent, effective July 1, 2025.
While a relatively modest tax cap, this provision
provides greater certainty for taxpayers and
entrepreneurs and imposes restraints on local
revenue grabs. Lawmakers should continue to
support policies that foster economic growth
and limit the size of government at both the
state and local levels. The North Dakota House
rejected the bill, 38-51, on January 31, 2025.
The North Dakota Senate did not take it up.

HCR 3032
PERMANENT MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE
(CFGF OPPOSES)
This resolution permanently increases the state
minimum wage. Specifically, the legislation
amends the state constitution to raise the
minimum wage to $9.25 per hour. Beginning

January 1, 2027, the bill permanently increases
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the minimum wage with annual cost-of-
living adjustments pegged to the consumer
price index statistics released by the United
States Department of Labor. Empirical data
have consistently shown that minimum wage
increases result in fewer jobs and impose
onerous constraints on small businesses by
diminishing profit margins due to sudden
increases in mandatory hourly wages. These
costs are then passed on to consumers. The
North Dakota House rejected the resolution,
11-79, on March 7, 2025. The North Dakota
Senate did not take it up.

SB 2003

MASSIVE HIGHER EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for North Dakota’s colleges and
universities. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $882.9 million from the General
Fund to various higher education institutions in
the state, an increase of 8.8 percent over base-
level funding. Additionally, the bill includes

nearly $400 million in capital construction
spending and another $120 million in new
bonding authority on the backs of taxpayers
to build dorms and student amenities at North
Dakota State. Such profligacy fuels higher
education costs on the backs of working
families, facilitating a cycle of never-ending
tuition increases. Lawmakers should not raise
spending baselines that will inevitably result in
future tax and liability burdens on taxpayers.
The North Dakota House passed the bill, 69-
18, on May 2, 2025. The North Dakota Senate
passed it, 42-2, on the same day.

SB 2010

WASTEFUL ARTS COUNCIL
APPROPRIATIONS

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the North Dakota Council on the
Arts. Specifically, the legislation appropriates
$2.63 million from the General Fund to the
Council on the Arts, an increase of 11.2 percent
due to funding “enhancements.” Government

funding for the arts should not exist, and this
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program should be zeroed out. Private funding
and philanthropy are more than sufficient to
maintain the arts. The North Dakota House
passed the bill, 61-30, on April 29, 2025. The
North Dakota Senate passed it, 34-13, on April
28, 2025.

SB 2014

CORPORATE WELFARE APPROPRIATIONS
PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)
This bill appropriates FY2026-2027 biennium
funding for the Bank of North Dakota,
Housing Finance Agency, and Department of
Mineral Resources. Specifically, the legislation
appropriates $34.7 million from the General
Fund and $404 million from non-General Funds,
an increase of 12.4 percent over total base-
level funding. Additionally, the bill includes
$25 million in “one-time” expenditures, $35
million for government housing initiatives, $60
million in credit transfers from the Bank of
North Dakota to crony agriculture and biofuel-
development boondoggles, and an expansion

of a taxpayer-funded disaster-assistance loan
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program. Lawmakers should not raise spending
baselines that will inevitably result in future tax
and liability burdens on taxpayers. The North
Dakota House passed the bill, 74-15, on May
2, 2025. The North Dakota Senate passed it,
42-3, on the same day.

SB 2231

MEDICAID SERVICES EXPANSION
PACKAGE

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill implements Medicaid service
expansions in North Dakota. Specifically, the
legislation mandates that Medicaid reimburse
family behavioral treatment services, dental
screenings, tele-dentistry services, and most
other dental treatments. North Dakota unwisely
expanded the fraud-prone and costly Medicaid
program to healthy adults in 2014, resulting
in more than one-fifth of Medicaid recipients
being able-bodied. Lawmakers should focus
on constraining Medicaid growth and moving
North Dakotans toward a patient-centered,
free-market model of healthcare, rather than

implementing policies that benefit government
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bureaucracies and foster cycles of dependence.
The North Dakota House rejected the bill, 33-
59, on March 27,2025. The North Dakota Senate
passed it, 44-3, on February 19, 2025.

SB 2256

CRONY RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM
(CFGF OPPOSES)

This billimplements a new crony grant program
through the state industrial commission.
Specifically, the legislation appropriates $10
million for the FY2026-2027 biennium for the
Research Technology Park Grant Program at
North Dakota State University. These taxpayer-
funded grants are distributed to well-connected
corporate interests developing artificial
intelligence programs in the agriculture and
engineering industries. Lawmakers should not
reward government-preferred industries with
taxpayer-funded resources at the expense of
hardworking families. The North Dakota House
passed the bill, 61-30, on April 17, 2025. The
North Dakota Senate passed it, 31-15, on May
1, 2025.

CLUBFORGROWTHFOUNDATION.ORG

SB 2286

MASSIVE UNIVERSITY CONSTRUCTION
LOAN

(CFGF OPPOSES)

This bill authorizes significant taxpayer-backed
loans for projects at the University of North
Dakota. Specifically, the legislation authorizes a
$55 million taxpayer-backed line of credit from
the Bank of North Dakota to the University of
North Dakota for the FY2026-2027 biennium
and appropriates $95 million from the bank
to construct an expanded school of medicine.
Hardworking families and taxpayers should
not be subjected to significant moral hazard
for subsidized loans and capital construction
projects at universities. These projects should
be funded through private philanthropy, alumni
donations, and tuition payments. The North
Dakota House rejected the bill, 6-87, on April
8, 2025. The North Dakota Senate passed a
different version of the bill that did not contain

the construction loan.
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